10/26/09


Mary and the Maori Hi Five

From:  
Jackie Brett (jackiebrett@cox.net) 702-460-1836 or

                      Kae Pohe (kae@hdsnv.net) 702-204-9683 

Sent:  
Friday, Oct. 23, 2009 
Subject:  
Mary and the Maori Hi Five Receive Las Vegas Star
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MEDIA ALERT***MEDIA ALERT***MEDIA ALERT
MARY AND THE MAORI HI FIVE receive star on the strip

STAR PRESENTATION TO maori showband

will be held at new york-new york ON NOV. 12, 2009

WHAT:           Mary and the Maori Hi Five have been awarded a star on the Strip by the 

 

Las Vegas Walk of Stars Committee. The presentation/ceremony will be 

 

held on the Brooklyn Bridge in front of the New York-New York Hotel & 

Casino on Nov. 12, 2009.  The group was the first Maori Showband to leave New Zealand in the 1960s.  
The group will be featured in the second part of a 12-part series being   filmed by Crown Media for a New Zealand Maori television program “Unsung” (Heroes of Maori Music) and Frontier Films will also be filming for Australian television a program called “Kia Ora Mate,” where Maori entertainers will salute Aussies for helping to start their careers. 

WHEN:          
Thursday, Nov. 12, 2009

TIME:
2 – 4 p.m.


                                                                                                
WHERE:       
New York-New York Hotel & Casino


Brooklyn Bridge in front of the resort

WHO:

Kawana (Kae) Pohe  
 
Musical Director, Tenor Sax

 

Mary (Nimmo) McMullan  
Lead Vocalist 

 

Wes Epae – 


Cabaret, Impersonator, Dancer 

 

Solly Pohatu   

 
Comedian, Impressionist, Balladeer 

 

Peter Wolland  

Drummer 

 

Paddy Te Tai  

 
Lead Guitarist, Multi-instrumentalist

 
     Charles Mather, Manager, International Artist Management Associates

Robert Hemi Te Miha – Rhythm Guitarist, Trombone

Deceased – November 2007

                
MEDIA:
Cameras and reporters are welcome.  Please contact Jackie Brett,

            
460-1836 or jackiebrett@cox.net.

THE GROUP:
For more information, using your browser… visit www.maoriinc.org. 

Mary and the Maori Hi Five toured Australia, Singapore, Malaysia, Manila, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Japan, Hawaii, London, United Kingdom, Europe and Scandinavia.  Coming to the United States in 1965, they worked the Nevada circuit in Las Vegas, Reno and Lake Tahoe; while doing side tours in Europe, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Canada and the Bahamas. In Las Vegas, they worked at the Sahara, Thunderbird, Hacienda, Tally Ho and Caesars Palace and at Harrah’s Club in Reno and Tahoe. They disbanded in 1971.  

The group worked with many famous stars including: Louis Prima, Keely Smith, Gia Mione, Sam Butera, Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Buddy Rich, Harry James, Louis Armstrong, Mel Torme, Ray Charles, Sammy Davis, Jr., Harry Belafonte and many others; but most notably, they headlined with the Beatles in Hong Kong in 1964.   

INTERESTED MEDIA

On Wednesday, Nov. 11 from 5 to 7 p.m., there will be a welcome cocktail reception at Edward and Carolie Swindle’s estate, 2937 Coast Line Court, Las Vegas, NV 89117, use Lake Sahara/Lake Estates Gate.
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Photo: Caesar’s Palace 1968

Mary and the Maori Hi Five
Las Vegas Walk of Stars

Tentative Schedule – update 10/20/09

Notice to all participants, entertainers, friends & fans – we invite you all to bring your movie/digital cameras to film & record everything at all the scheduled events to help us retain the memories of the era of Showbands of the 60’s “When music was Fun!!”  All events are going to be filmed by Crown Media (Productions) for a NZ Maori Television series called “Unsung” (Heroes of Maori Music) & by Frontier Films for an Australian TV Production called “Kia Ora Mate” (Maori entertainers salute to Australians for helping start their careers).  The Las Vegas Tribute Maori Showbands of the 60s will only feature entertainers from Showbands – however, all entertainers & musicians will have an opportunity to be filmed, perform & play at Kawana’s Marae for the Hui & Hot Haka Hangi & Musical Gathering Fundraiser.

11/11/09 Wednesday – 5-7pm – Welcome TV/ Media Press cocktail reception Location: Edward & Carolie Swindle’s Estate - 2937 Coast Line Court Las Vegas, NV 89117 Lake Sahara/Lake Estates Gate (60 guests) 

11/12/09 Thursday – 2-4pm Las Vegas Walk of Stars Presentation Ceremony – Brooklyn Bridge in front of New York, New York Hotel & Casino (150 guests)

11/13/09 Friday – 4-6am – Star placed in sidewalk in front of NYNY Hotel

· 1pm – Photo Op by Star in front of NYNY –(group & media) 

· 2-5pm – Show rehearsal in Staten Island Showroom

· 6-9:30pm – Las Vegas Tribute “Maori Showbands of the 60’s”  - reception, celebration, dinner show, auction, drawing, prizes.  Location: The Staten Island Showroom, NYNY (Show sponsors TBA – anticipated audience 300-350) – show is a fundraiser for Maori Inc, a Nevada Non-Profit tax exempt corp. to benefit The Las Vegas Maori Rugby Club. To promote with LVCVA Special Events the International World Rugby 7s Tournament, February 2010 (a 5 year contract - 5,000 anticipated) & the Air New Zealand sponsored Golden Oldies World Rugby Tournament for Las Vegas 2012  (10,000-15,000 anticipated)

11/14/09 Saturday – 12pm – Hui & Hot Haka Hangi & Musical Gathering Fundraiser Kawana’s Marae (Pohe Residence - 1801 Royal Birkdale Dr, Boulder City, NV 89005).  We invite all entertainers to participate in an afternoon & evening of performance, music & fun.   This is a nostalgic gathering of entertainers, friends & fans who have not seen each other for many years, some since the 60’s & 70’s.   Also, we invite you to bring your movie/digital cameras to all the events to help us retain memories of the era of when music was fun “Showbands of the 60’s!!”  Maori & New Zealand food, wine & beer sponsored fundraiser for The Las Vegas Maori Rugby Club & Maori Inc to support bringing Rugby to Las Vegas.   (150-200 guests) 

11/15/09 Sunday – 11-1pm – a Farewell Karakia Memorial Brunch for Rob at Kawana’s Marae (Pohe Residence - 1801 Royal Birkdale Dr, Boulder City, NV 89005)(80-100 guests) Throughout the events, we plan to memorialize: Robert Hemi Te Miha, guitarist (Mary & the Maori Hi-Five), Kawana Waitere, singer/pianist (Maori Hi Quins Showband), Thomas Kini, guitarist (Maori Hi-Quin Showband), Weazel Taiaroa, guitarist (Maori Quin Tikis Showband), Anzac Teoka, sax (Maori Quin Tikis Showband), Sam Mateparae, sax (Maori Quin Tikis Showband), Gary Wahrlich, drummer (Maori Quin Tikis Showband), Prince Tui La Tui, Star (Maori Volcanics), Billy T James, Star (Maori Volcanics), Dalvanius Prime, Star (Maori Volcanics) – Sir Howard Morrison - this Karakia Memorial is for showbands & there are many others not listed here that will be honored at the service.

Show Info

The Las Vegas Tribute To

“Maori Showbands of the 60s”

Friday – November 13, 2009

Time: 6pm – 9:30pm

6-7pm reception

7-8pm dinner

8-9:30pm show

Staten Island Showroom

New York New York Hotel & Casino

Las Vegas, NV

Ticket Donation: $55.00 each

For reservations and ticket information

Phone: 702-294-4272

Or

For more information, using your web browser… please visit: maoriinc.org

Or

Paypal link page to use your credit card

Reception – Celebration

Auction – Drawing – Prizes

Souvenir Program – T-shirts

Memorabilia – Books – CDs

Fundraiser for Maori Inc

To benefit the

Las Vegas Maori Rugby Club

Show Flyer

Rockin’ Showbands Las Vegas Tribute to

“Maori Showbands of The 60s”

Featuring 

Las Vegas “Walk of Stars “ Recipients

Mary & the Maori Hi Five Showbands

Dane and the Whaleriders 

A Maori reggae – blues – jazz – funk – rock band

King of the Cook Islands

Freddie Tira 

From Comedy to Opera – The Ultimate Showman

Stars of the Maori Quin Tikis Showband

Freddie Summers & Kevin Rongonui

New Zealand’s Only Showband

Still Rockin’ After 45 Plus Years

Mahora, Billy and the Maori Volcanics

Rim D Paul

Star of the Maori Hi Quins Showband

Pacific Percussionist Extraordinaire

Billy Nuku and Tania Robin – Te Reo

Maori Drums of Polynesia 

Featured comedian balladeer vocalist Star of “Mary & the Maori Hi Five Showband”

King Solomon (Solly) Pohatu

Featured impressionist cabaret dancer Star of “Mary & the Maori Hi Five Showband”

Wes Epae 

The Star of “Mary & the Maori Hi Five Showband”

Mary (Mere Nimmo) McMullan

Group Cast Finale Reprise

Acknowledgment: John Mataira, NZ Consul

Haka Finale!

Las Vegas Maori Rugby Club
