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Corvallis Benton Chamber Coalition
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Marketing 

Website 









            FREE

The Chamber Coalition’s website is a way to promote your business and find tools to help you reach your goals.  With over 500,000 hits per month www.cbchambercoalition.com features a keyword web-based directory. There are many ways to use the website to benefit your business.  Chamber Coalition staff offer free workshops to help you make the most of the sites features.  Through continual upgrades and website optimization, the website is one of the best tools available with your membership and it is FREE!  
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Clicking the “LOGIN” will take you to a new page with the following.
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When you join, make sure you login to the site to see all the tools that are available.  The underlying programming of the site connects all Chamber member’s websites and information, increasing the search engine performance of every member.

Here are some things you can do to take advantage of this resource:

· Login (you will get an email with your username and password when you join).  If you don’t have a username or password, let any Chamber staff person know and we can resend the information to you.

· Update your profile.  Every word in the profile is entered in our search engine database, so make sure you use any keyword people might use when they are looking for your business.  You can change this information as often as you’d like.

In area called “My Membership Information” click “Change Contact/Profile Info”.

[image: image4.png]My Members|

Training Videos Member Information

click here for how-to' videos. Change Contact/Profile Info

Click here for Mark LeBlanc's Resource Page Change Username/Password

Pay Membership Dues/Fees

Traffic Catcher Site Toolkit
(vith membership, you get 3 COMPLETE anline advartising

Manage Website
(Manage Commercials

m)Free Members Support
Click here for help in setting up your web presence

Admin Permissions
Calendar Admin
Member Database Admin
Media & File Center

Read-Only Billing Access

Gick here to changs,
informaton about
jour businsss.





Change any information you’d like to, as often as you’d like.  This is a great place to add specials and share what makes your company unique.  Every word you use will be entered into our keywords in the search engine, so please incorporate words people looking for you will use.

· Create a Traffic Catcher Page by clicking on the red buttons in the “My Membership Information” area (see previous picture).  If you don’t have a website, creating a traffic catcher page will build a basic website for you.  If you already have a website, this site can drive more traffic to your site.  This is FREE with your membership!

· If you want people to find your location on the map feature, make sure the street address is entered.  There is a place to enter a different mailing address.  The directory features a map overlay and a hotlink directly your business website. 

· Consider purchasing a web ad.  The ad spaces have extremely competitive rates (remember we are a non-profit here to serve you not to make money).

· Add an event to the calendar.

· Submit a press release to the News Room.

· Post a job opening.

· Check out one of the Chamber’s FREE tools by going to Resource Reservations (look for the clock icon).  Following is a list of tools you can use as part of your membership, simply by reserving them on the website and coming by to pick up and return.

· Large or Small Conference Room – use for staff or client meetings, training or demonstrations.
· Tour Microphone - a handheld microphone and speaker system.
· PowerPoint Projectors 
· Valet Parking Kit – complete with keyboard, key tags and dashboard tags as well as instructions for organizing valet parking.  Great for a special event or for community non-profits you might be volunteering with.
· Circles of Sustainability Light Display – use this 6’6’ LED display when doing a “green” promotion.
· Kill A Watt – a device used to measure the electrical use of an appliance.
· Tent/Canopy 


· Sign up for Mark LeBlanc’s business seminars (FREE with your membership) and download a copy of his book.
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· Check out a book from the Chamber Coalition’s library (FREE with your membership)

· Sign up for a Project or Committee.  This is a great way to increase your networking activities and do something good for the community at the same time.

· Register for an event.

· Take a look at the Photo Gallery and add or download photo’s to use for your business publications.

· Create a coupon.

· Offer a promotion.

Contact: Marketing Manager

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Business Directory (Print)






       

  FREE

This publication is a full color directory and community information guide listing all Chamber Coalition members, including:  business name, contact person, address, phone number, and website.  The directory is distributed to Benton County businesses, hotels, the public library, city hall, Corvallis Tourism and other member merchants. Provide a copy to each of your employees and keep one in your car, one at your desk and one by the phone at home. Whenever you need something, look to a fellow Chamber member first.  We work best by working together.

Advertising opportunities are available for at competitive prices.  

Distribution:  8,500

Contact: Membership Director

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity
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	(
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	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+
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	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Corvallis/Benton County/Philomath Area Map


       


  FREE

The Chamber Coalition produces a full color map of Benton County, Corvallis and Philomath. The map is available to Chamber members and the general public. 

Advertising opportunities are available for at competitive prices.  

Distribution: 10,000

Contact: Membership Director

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Chamber Display (Foyer)






       

  FREE

Use the Chamber Coalition foyer as a promotional opportunity to display business materials for community members, visitors and other businesses people. 

Contact: Director of First Impressions

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	
	(
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Relocation Box









  

$50

Reach businesses and individuals looking to relocate to Benton County. The Chamber provides a customized packet of information about the area along with member’s materials. 

Ask about sponsorship opportunities.

Contact: Director of First Impressions

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	
	(
	(
	
	
	(
	(
	

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


The Communiqué







   
            FREE

Our weekly e-newsletter allows members to promote special events, run coupons and share successes. Let us know when you add new staff and product lines, when you win awards or have demonstrations. Typical event announcements include Greeters, New Members, Ribbon Cuttings, Grand Openings, Business After Hours, Business opportunities, seasonal event announcements, and announcements for members reaching out to other members. Login to the Chamber website to submit an event via the Press Release link on your members only site.

Deadline for submissions: 3:00 pm Wednesday afternoons. 

Weekly distribution: 2,200

Contact: Marketing Manager

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Ribbon Cutting & Ground Breaking Ceremony


       


  FREE

As a member, the Chamber Coalition will promote groundbreakings, grand openings, anniversaries or other milestones. Ambassadors will come to your place of business with shovels, scissors, a certificate and ribbon to celebrate your momentous event. Ceremonies are noted in Chamber publications and on the Chamber’s website.

Contact: Membership Director

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	
	(
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Sponsorships








        

  
To generate new customers and show your support for the community, sponsorships are an effective way to meet business goals.  From $250-$7,500, promotions range from TV and Radio ads to signage and event recognition. 

Contact: Marketing Manager 

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	
	
	(
	
	
	(
	(
	

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Press Release Blaster 






       

  FREE

Submit a press release to the Chamber Coalition by posting it on www.cbchambercoalition.com. The Chamber Coalition will then send the press release to identified media outlets across the region.

Contact: Director of First Impressions

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Ambassadors









   
   $25

Market your business directly by becoming a Chamber Ambassador.  Meet owners of new businesses and existing businesses celebrating milestones. Most events are scheduled weekly on Tuesdays.  

This program is another perfect way for Chamber members to volunteer their time and extend their network of contacts. Ambassadors often make the Chamber Coalition’s first impression with new businesses in the community.  This hardworking and fun loving group of volunteers assists with networking events, ribbon cuttings, groundbreakings, grand openings and membership recruitment.  Ambassadors are the eyes and ears of business in the community allowing the Chamber to cultivate business relationships and connect people with resources. Ambassadors meeting quarterly and share membership leads with the Chamber Coalition staff. Space is limited.
Contact: Membership Director

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	(
	(
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Networking

Business After Hours 







    
     $8

Business After Hours is an evening social held on the third Thursday of each month from 5pm to 7pm.   At 6pm “New Members” are recognized with a formal introduction and photo opportunity. Held at a different location each month, the member host provides drinks and refreshments for this business connection opportunity.

Contact: Membership Director

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


City Club 










$5-15

City Club Membership 






            $50-100/yr

City Club is a place for good information and enlightened conversation. City Club is a place for good information and enlightened conversation. City Club provides a dialogue based venue for community and business people to come together to converse about topics that affect the community.  City Club is usually held the fourth Monday of every month, from 11:45 am to 1:30 pm.  Check Chamber website for upcoming topics and more information.

City Club is a community luncheon featuring speakers from at least two viewpoints. Short presentations are followed by small group discussions and then Q&A with the presenters. The monthly City Club meetings are a great way to meet and greet other interested and invested citizens in the Corvallis community in a non-exclusive, open networking format.

Contact: Economic Development Director

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	
	
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Greeters









        FREE

This group is a perfect way for you to begin networking with other Chamber members to promote your business. “Greeters” meets weekly on Tuesday mornings from 8:30am to 9:30am at different locations. Attendees have an opportunity to introduce themselves and their businesses. The host poses the question of the day and provides coffee and breakfast refreshments for the group. 

To host, contact: There is no charge to attend this lighthearted / informative networking event!

Contact:  Membership Director

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Women in Business 









$5-20

The Women in Business meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month from noon to 2:00 pm. This event provides a venue for women to practice the skills taught during each meeting to form strategic networks with other individuals.  This event is non-exclusive, everyone is welcome.  The purpose of the Women in Business program is to:

· To provide an opportunity for individuals to receive professional development/education regarding a business topic they can personally affect or a topic they could be affected by. 

· To have a place to practice new tools and strategies in the form of a guided experience.

· To have independent practice of new skills at the meeting as a means to strategically network with others.

Contact: Director of First Impressions

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	(
	
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Training Tools and Resources

Certificates of Origin







        $10-40
Businesses exporting goods to countries requiring documentation of the location where the goods were made or assembled can attain a certificate of origin from the Chamber Coalition. These certificates are documentation for businesses indicating that to the best of the Chamber’s knowledge the goods were produced or assembled in the United States.

Contact: Director of First Impressions

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	(
	

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Check It Out








   
            FREE

The Chamber Coalition is continually updating the resources available to you as a member. Our current list of items to check out via the Chamber Coalition website is below. For more information, see page 4.

Contact: Director of First Impressions

· Large or Small Conference Room 
· Tour Microphone 
· PowerPoint Projectors 
· Valet Parking 
· Circles of Sustainability Light Display 
· Kill A Watt 
· Tent/Canopy 
· Fax Machine

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Tools &

Resources
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Library









            FREE

The Chamber library serves two purposes; first to provide business publications for Chamber Coalition members and second, to connect business people interested in the same concepts and practices with each other.

The Chamber Coalition’s Business Lending Library is housed in the Starker Conference Room at the Chamber Coalition.  Members can come by the Chamber Coalition to look through the collection or search the collection of books titles and information may on the Chamber Coalition’s website, www.cbchambercoalition.com under the “Library” link.  Books can then be picked up from the Chamber Coalition office or in some cases, Chamber Coalition staff may be able to deliver selections to members.  

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Tools & Resources
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


ExperienceXchange







                      FREE

This Mentor / Protégé’ program is a coordinated effort between the Chamber Coalition, Downtown Corvallis Association (DCA), Linn Benton Community College’s Small Business Development Center (SBDC), Corvallis Independent Business Alliance (CIBA), and Willamette Neighborhood Housing Services Microenterprise Program.  ExperienceXchange matches protégé’s (people new to business) in need of assistance with a qualified mentor (seasoned business person) to help the protégé increase their chance of success by being able to bounce ideas and get advice from someone whose already learned a few lessons.  Participants agree to meet six times over the period of three months.

Contact:  Marketing Director.

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Tools & Resources
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	
	
	


Chamber Task Forces and Committees

Most business people have an interest in giving back to the community in some way. In addition, recent studies show that volunteers live longer, healthier and more satisfying lives. The Chamber Coalition is a great place to provide focus for your business’ and employees’ community contributions. We offer opportunities to contribute to the community through services to the Chamber and other civic, municipal and charitable opportunities in the community. 

The Chamber Coalition has many volunteer opportunities and is a clearing house for community opportunities as well. If your time is limited, if you feel overwhelmed by the volume and frequency of requests, or there is a specific issue you would like to impact, the Chamber Coalition will help you find opportunities that are a good fit for you and your business.  Here are a few opportunities available:

CHAMBER COALITION

Ambassadors

Board of Directors

Business After Hours

Celebrate Corvallis

City Club

CorBiz

E-Tailing

Greeters

High Tech After Hours

Where It’s @

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEES

Economic Development

Finance

Government Affairs 

Health Care Advisory 

Marketing

Membership Services

CIVIC

Committee for Citizen Involvement

Planning Commissions

City Council

For a full list of civic organizations and additional opportunities, see the Chamber Coalition website.

Find out why people say that volunteering is one of the few ways people can give and receive. 

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Volunteer 

Mentor

Skills in management, marketing or finance? Volunteer to mentor an entrepreneur or new business person.

Contact: Membership Director

Administrative Support

Help at the Chamber Coalition office.  The Chamber Coalition could always use an extra hand  with compilation of materials, mailings, filing and other necessary administrative tasks. Volunteer to answer phones for an afternoon to more intimately understand the Chamber and provide feedback as an insider on how we can continually improve.

Contact: Director of First Impressions

Marketing

Volunteer to design materials and campaigns for Chamber activities 
Community Opportunities

There are more than 40 nonprofit organizations that belong to the Chamber and we are affiliated with over 15 business support groups serving Benton County. The Chamber can be a great tool to explore how your time and energy can be most effectively used on causes you are passionate about. Major opportunities include: 

· City of Corvallis and Benton County Opportunities (Planning Commission, Advisory Committees, Budget Commission)

· School District 509J

· Linn Benton Community College

· Oregon State University

Internship

Have a particular area you would like to learn more about?  Contact the Chamber Coalition for assistance in finding an opportunity to explore something new.
Contact: Director of First Impressions

Sponsorship 

Every year the Chamber Coalition hosts a number of major events that support businesses and their missions or celebrate individual achievements either in business or in the community.

Events are a core activity for the Chamber Coalition and also a necessary tool that allows us to continue the work we do for our members and the community.  Past sponsors tell us sponsorship opportunities are important for the following reasons:

· Sponsorships generate new customers.

· Sponsorships promote your business with existing customers.

· Sponsorships promote company values to the community.

· Sponsorships support events and programs not covered by dues.

[image: image5.png]MARK LEBLANC
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Contact:  President

STAR Program








$350-1,500

STAR sponsorship is a unique opportunity to market your business and support the Government Affairs Program of the Chamber Coalition. 
The STAR Program was created to provide a funding source for the critical advocacy efforts of the Chamber Coalition.  The Chamber Coalition has a standing committee devoted to policy, legislation, regulation and land use issues.  The mission of the Government Affairs Committee (GAC) is to improve the ability of our members to succeed in their businesses, by impacting local, state and federal government decisions, regulations and policy.  

Revenue generated through the STAR Program helps offset staffing costs and expenses related to advocacy work.    Please consider making an investment in our efforts to:

· Create and maintain a good place to start, grow and keep a business.

· Promote a growing, healthy and diversified economy in Corvallis and Benton County

Platinum Star Sponsor  $1,500

The Promotional Return on your investment:

· Company listed on Chamber Coalition letterhead for a period of 1 year 

· Special listing in Business Directory 

· Company listing in Communiqué, a weekly e-newsletter to our members and area leaders and decision makers

· Special listing on Chamber Coalition website

· Hyperlink from Chamber Coalition website listing to company’s web site

· Company logo on materials at GAC sponsored events

· Platinum “star” next to listing in website directory

Gold Star Sponsor  $750

The Promotional Return on your investment:

· Special listing in Business Directory

· Company listed in Communiqué

· Special listing on Chamber website

· Hyperlink from Chamber website listing to company’s web site

· Company listing on materials at GAC sponsored events

Silver Star Sponsor $350

The Promotional Return on your investment:

· Special listing in Business Directory

· Special listing on Chamber website

	Value

	Networking
	Referral
	Promotions
	Mentoring
	Gov’t Relations
	Public Relations
	Community Service
	Volunteer Opportunity

	
	
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	

	Target Audience

	Type
	Number of Employees

	Retail
	Service
	Traded Sector
	1-5
	6-20
	21-50
	50-100
	100+

	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Economic Development Investor





           $250-7,500

The Chamber Coalition’s Economic Development Division is not funded by Chamber dues or from traditional chamber of commerce events or services.  The Economic Development Division is a partnership between the City of Corvallis, Benton County and private businesses and individuals in the community who are concerned about the communities economic prosperity and health.  The Chamber Coalition depends on the support of the community to match the dollars provided by public sources.

In return for investment the Chamber Coalition recognizes investors in a way that is commensurate with the amount of each contribution.  

Contact:  President.

Economic Development

Business Ecosystem







   
            FREE


Corvallis is very interested in the creative development of new business ideas. This desire extends to see locally grown startup companies. There are several organizations that partner to help amplify the process of developing locally grown traded-sector businesses. The Economic Development Division of the Chamber Coalition, the Linn Benton Community College Small Business Development Center (SBDC) , the Business Enterprise Center (BEC) and the Corvallis Chapter of the Software Association of Oregon (SAO) routinely cooperate on projects that engage and amplify the business startup process for traded sector businesses. The core goal is how to take an idea and turn it into a successful, sustainable business. As Oregon State University is deeply engaged in commercialization and with the local companies continually looking toward new technologies, a fundamental question must be asked to utilize the raw materials present in Corvallis’ business ecosystem.

Business Arc
The business startup and the associated commercialization process works to identify and concentrate people who are interested in starting a company, connect them with the local expertise and try to help them move forward. These three steps form the foundation for the process of increasing the success rate of business startup in the region. 

Entrepreneurs Forum
The Entrepreneurs Forum is a monthly gathering of people who have new business ideas and want to explore the process of creating a business. The goal of the discussions and programs is to move from a technology idea to a business plan. It provides a venue to find other people interested in starting a business and a place to gain the vocabulary of business creation. When a business plan is available and a team is ready to go, they then can connect to the SWOT program. 

SWOT 

At the core of the process, the SWOT Business Facilitation process is a “many on one” networking meeting that reviews a business plan and tries to poke holes in the plan. The meeting also includes conversations regarding resources, referrals, contacts and other information that can help begin to address the holes in the business plan. Occasionally the SWOT process has even helped connect companies to new CEO or new CTO team members who can carry the business to the next level. SWOT also provides access to the expertise of the community and connections into the Portland and Seattle startup communities. When a business plan gathers enough interest, the team is passed on to funding opportunities. 



WVIN
The Willamette Valley Investors Network (WVIN) is a collection of investors interested in helping businesses start and stay in the local area. They have funded two companies in 2007. The goal of the process is to have the SWOT process see 20 proposals each year. And from those proposals have at least 2 funded proposal by the WVIN group each year.
Willamette Angel Conference

Started in 2009, the Willamette Angel Conference (WAC) was created as a regional investment opportunity with two goals.

· To provide training and investment opportunities for potential investors.

· To provide training and funding for early-stage traded sector entrepreneurs. 

Each participating investor made a minimum of a $5,000 contribution to the WAC, which was put into a limited liability corporation totaling an investment prize of $125,000.  Entrepreneurs and investors had opportunities for education:

Entrepreneurs

Business Bootcamp

SWOT

Entrepreneurs’ Forum

Investors

Investing 101

Deal Structures

Due Diligence

More than 40 businesses seeking startup capital applied for 15 spaces.  A group of 200 people gathered to hear the presentations and the investor group select the company that will receive the investment.  

BEC

When a group is funded and needs a place to go, the Business Enterprise Center provides one acceleration opportunity in the community providing a helpful place to start a business. By providing rooms, furniture, network and conference rooms, a business can be up and running quickly. With the extensive board of directors and the advisory teams, each business gets help moving forward on their objectives.

ED Resources


www.thebec.com 
www.cbchambercoalition.com
www.willametteconference.com
www.corvallisedp.com 
www.sao.corvallis.or.us 

www.bizcenter.org 

www.oen.org 
www.nwen.org 
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Advocacy

The mission of the Government Affairs Committee (GAC) is to improve the ability of Chamber Coalition members to succeed in their businesses, by impacting local, state and federal government decisions, regulations and policy.  

The GAC has the support of the Board of Directors to anticipate, monitor, plan and respond to city, county and educational government decisions that impact Chamber Coalition members.  The GAC anticipates, monitors, plans and responds to state legislative issues that impact our members.  

Contact: Office Manager
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Board of Directors

Officers

Chair  David Gazeley, Citizens Bank

Past Chair Richard Carone

Incoming Chair Andrew Perry, Corvallis Clinic

Treasurer Ron Stevens, Samaritan Health Services

Board of Directors

Katherine Cleland – Cleland Marketing

Bill Cohnstaedt – Attorney

Chuck Crowe – ATCO America

Bob Grant – Bob Grant Construction

Doris Johnston – Pacific Power

Ilene Kleinsorge – OSU College of Business

Pat Lampton – Inkwell Home Store

Gary Pond – Commercial Associates

Chris Shonnard – Shonnard’s Nursery

Bond Starker – Starker Forests, Inc.

City Liaison

Hall Brauner – Corvallis City Council

County Liason

Jay Dixon – County Representative

Staff

President

Mysty Rusk

Phone:  757-1505x9

E-Mail:  mrusk@cbchambercoalition.com  

Membership Director

Chris Wolfe

Phone: 757-1505x5 

E-Mail:  cwolfe@cbchambercoalition.com 

Economic Development Director

John Sechrest

Phone: 757-1505x7

E-Mail:  jsechrest@cbchambercoaliltion.com 

Director of First Impressions

Brittany Saily

Phone:  757-1505x0

E-Mail:  bsaily@cbchambercoalition.com 

Marketing Director

Aaron Edewards

Phone: 757-1505x6

E-Mail: aedewards@cbchambercoalition.com 
EVP Coordinator

Lynn Roylance

Phone: 760-1698

E-Mail: lroylance@cbchambercoalition.com 

Office Manager

Erin Wiedeman

Phone: 757-1505x4

E-Mail: ewiedeman@cbchambercoalition.com 

Technology Events Coordinator

Bobby Raleigh

Phone: 757-1505x8

E-Mail: braleigh@cbchambercoalition.com
Getting Involved

Little or No time

Whether you can make it to networking events, training or other Chamber Coalition activities, there are a number of amenities provided with membership that require little or no time.

· Directory 

· Staff and Member Referrals

· Government Affairs Representation

· Plaque and Member Stickers

· Communications

· Foyer Display

· Check out a book from the Library

Less Than One Hour

· Submit a media release to the New Room

· Business After Hours 

· Greeters 

· Chamber 101

· Update Your Profile on the Website

· Look through the Members Only Area of the Website for Resources

· Create a Coupon on the Website

.
Less Than Two Hours

· Women In Business

· City Club

· Join a Committee

· Work on a Special Project

· High Tech After Hours

· CorBiz

· Where It’s @

· OSU Parent Tour Guide

· Create a Traffic Catcher Page on the Website

Snapshot of Events

· Celebrate Corvallis. The community’s premier event.  An annual awards celebration, recognizing difference-making citizens in the community for achievements in the arts, entrepreneurship, business and civic leadership. This event allows Chamber members marketing opportunities as well as community-wide networking. 

· Par Excellence Golf Tournament. An annual fundraising golf tournament with sponsorship opportunities.  A great way to network while having a fun day out on the course (shotgun start).

· Where It’s @ Beaver Community Fair.  An exclusive first day back to class fair in the OSU Memorial Union Quad for local businesses and student organizations.  Target the OSU Community including new & returning students, faculty & staff.

· High Tech After Hours.  The largest gathering of Corvallis’ high tech community. See what they are doing, generate leads, and promote your business.  Held at CH2M HILL Alumni Center.

· Ribbon Cuttings. Depending on the demand, there will be a Ribbon Cutting ceremony for the Ambassadors on the second and fourth Tuesday morning of each month.

· Business After Hours.  An after hours social networking event held the third Tursday of each month at a different business for business people to gather, network and discuss important topics of the day.

· City Club. A place for good information and enlightened conversation. Held fourth Monday of every month.
· GAC. Government Affairs Committee, held the first Wednesday of every month at the Chamber offices from 12-1pm.
· Women in Business. An educational and networking event held the fourth Wednesday of every month at the Chamber offices from 12 to 1pm.
· Greeters. A perfect arena for networking with other Chamber members to promote your business. Greeters is held every week at a different business location; maybe even yours.

Community Facts

· Top Safe City Award in US (population <250,000), Farmers Insurance Group (2008)

· 1st Environmental Green Energy City in US, Environmental Protection Agency, (2007)

· 14th Best Place to Live in US, Cities Ranked and Rated (2007)

· 10th Most Creative Place to Live (population <250,000), Richard Florida (2006)

· 3rd Highest Income Per Capita in Oregon, Bureau of Economic Analysis (2005)

· 5-Stars for Quality of Life & Knowledge Workers, Expansion Magazine (2005)

· 5th Top Metro for PhD’s per capita, Expansion Magazine (2005)
· Home of two-time Nobel Prize Winner Linus J. Pauling (Chemistry, 1954; Peace, 1962) and the Linus Pauling Institute
· 9th Best Car Free Community, Bike at Work (2005)
· Top 25 Family Friendly Cities, Life 2.0 (2004)
· 10th Best Place to Live in US, Cities Ranked and Rated (2004)
· 15th Most Creative City in the US, Harvard Business Review (2004)
· Top Tree City, National Arbor Day Foundation (2002)
· Best Pac-10 Campus, Orange County Register (2002)
· 4th Highest Patents Per Capita in US, US Census and USA Today (2002) 

· 7th Best Place to do Business in the US, Biz Demographics (2002)
· 8th Best Place to Live, Men’s Journal (2003)
· 9th Most Bicycle Friendly City, League of American Bicyclists (2003)
Your Opinion

We are interested in your feedback, please take a few minutes to answer these questions to help us improve our services to our members.

What part of Chamber 101 did you enjoy most?

Do you have any unanswered questions regarding the Chamber, committees or events?

How can we improve Chamber 101?

Who would your recommend to the Chamber Coalition for future membership?

Is there a Chamber member or someone in your organization who would benefit from attending Chamber 101?

Other comments?

Want More Information?

The Chamber Coalition has a variety of activities and opportunities for you to connect with our efforts to support business and a local healthy economy. If you would like the staff to contact you with more information about any of the following, please check the appropriate box.
Networking Opportunities

 Host a Business After Hours

 Booth at CorBiz

 Host a Greeters

 Become an Ambassador

 Serve on a Committee

Area of Interest _______________________________

Promotional Opportunities

 Advertise on the website

 Advertise in the Communiqué 
 Relocation Package
 Event Sponsorship

Area of Interest ______________________________

Volunteer

 Be a Mentor

 Get a Mentor

 Get an Intern

 Be an Intern
 Help at the Chamber office

 Leadership Corvallis Program

 Mock Interviewer at High School Career Fair 

 Read with a Middle School Student through E3 
 Be a Speaker / Provide a Program

Area of Interest _______________________________

Meeting Your Expectations

As a new member, we’re interested in knowing more about what you hope to attain through your membership. Check all of the boxes that describe what you aspire to achieve through your membership in the Chamber Coalition.

 Access effective networking opportunities

 Secure business referrals

 Support the economic development efforts

 Support the government affairs efforts

 Take advantage of business assistance such as seminars, workshops or individualized help

 Support the Chamber’s lobbying efforts on behalf of business

 Access information through Chamber publications

 Obtain the credibility and prestige that comes with being a member of the Chamber

Name Organization.

 Other
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________________________

Name ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________ Company _______________________________

541.757.1505
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