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How the Legislature works
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EXAMINING WORLD, NATIONAL AND REGIONAL EVENTS

NEWS FOCUS 2M       

Oregon’s lawmaking process offers numerous opportunities for voters to get involved 

Key players 

The Oregon Legislature,
which meets every two
years, will convene Mon-
day for its 74th regular
session. A look at leaders
in Salem: 

Governor

Ted Kulongoski: The 66-
year-old former Oregon
Supreme
Court
judge be-
gins his
second
term hop-
ing to build
on the mo-
mentum of
his re-election and his fel-
low Democrats’ control of
the state House and Sen-
ate. Kulongoski has offered
a two-year budget that
boosts spending 20 per-
cent. 

Senate

President Peter Court-
ney: The Salem Democrat
says Democratic control of
both the
Senate
and
House
comes
with
great re-
sponsibili-
ty. He
wants to restore the Legis-
lature’s effectiveness and
credibility. That’s why
Courtney, 63, supports an
experiment with annual
sessions that calls for the
2007 session to end by
June 30 and for lawmak-
ers to return for a short
special session next year. 

Majority Leader
Kate Brown: In 2004,
Brown, a Portland attor-
ney, led
the Demo-
cratic
takeover
of the Ore-
gon Sen-
ate, ending
nearly a
decade of
Republican rule. The 2005
session had its challenges.
Some complained that the
party caucus was frac-
tured. But Brown, 46, sol-
diered on, working to en-
sure a majority in 2007.

Minority Leader 
Ted Ferrioli: Although
raised in Portland, the
John Day
timber in-
dustry ex-
ecutive
has be-
come a
strong
voice for
Central
and Eastern Oregon. On
being stuck in the minority,
Ferrioli, 54, recently said:
“We’re along for the ride
here, aren’t we?” 

House

Speaker
Jeff Merkley: After com-
plaining that House Repub-
licans
blocked
Democ-
rats’ pro-
posals for
years, the
pressure is
on the De-
mocrats to
deliver. They’ve promised
to fund education, improve
health care access and
promote renewable ener-
gy. Portlander Merkley, 50,
has pledged to play fair
with Republicans. 

Majority Leader
Dave Hunt: The Clacka-
mas County Democrat fre-
quently
votes with
Republi-
cans on is-
sues such
as cutting
capital
gains tax-
es. Still,
Democrats chose Hunt, 39,
to be their caucus leader
after he appealed for sup-
port from legislators serv-
ing suburban and rural dis-
tricts. 

Minority Leader Wayne
Scott: Known as a busi-
nessman used to getting
his way,
Scott did-
n’t get
what he
wanted
out of the
past elec-
tion. Re-
publicans
lost four seats and control
of the House. Scott, 59, will
lead House Republicans
during the 2007 session
and lay the groundwork to
try to regain the House. 

— Michelle Cole

Senate

cham
ber

House

cham
ber

Governor’s

offic
e

Contacts

Governor: Ted Kulongoski  . . . . . . . . . .503-378-3111 
The Legislature: (Beginning Monday) Phone: 1-
800-332-2313 outside Salem; 503-986-1000 in
Salem; to check the status of bills: 503-986-1180.
Internet: www.leg.state.or.us; e-mail:
help.leg@state.or.us. Address: 900 Court St. N.E.,
Room 140A, Salem, OR 97301 

Senate
Senate President Peter Courtney, 

D-Salem  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .503-986-1600

Majority Leader Kate Brown, 

D-Portland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .503-986-1700

Minority Leader Ted Ferrioli, 

R-John Day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .503-986-1950

Members

Jason Atkinson, R-Central Point . . 503-986-1702

Brad Avakian, D-Bethany  . . . . . . . . 503-986-1717

Alan Bates, D-Ashland  . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1703

Roger Beyer, R-Molalla  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1709

Ginny Burdick, D-Portland  . . . . . . . 503-986-1718

Margaret Carter, D-Portland  . . . . . 503-986-1722

Ryan Deckert, D-Beaverton  . . . . . . 503-986-1714

Richard Devlin, D-Tualatin  . . . . . . . 503-986-1719

Gary George, R-Newberg  . . . . . . . . 503-986-1712

Larry George, R-Sherwood  . . . . . . . 503-986-1713

Avel Gordly, I-Portland  . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1723

Betsy Johnson, D-Scappoose  . . . . 503-986-1716

Jeff Kruse, R-Roseburg  . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1701

Rick Metsger, D-Welches  . . . . . . . . 503-986-1726

Laurie Monnes Anderson, 

D-Gresham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1725

Rod Monroe, D-Portland  . . . . . . . . 503-986-1724

Bill Morrisette, D-Springfield  . . . . . 503-986-1706

Frank Morse, R-Albany  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1708

David Nelson, R-Pendleton  . . . . . . 503-986-1729

Floyd Prozanski, D-Eugene  . . . . . . 503-986-1704

Kurt Schrader, D-Canby  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1720

Bruce Starr, R-Hillsboro  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1715

Joanne Verger, D-Coos Bay  . . . . . 503-986-1705

Vicki Walker, D-Eugene  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1707

Ben Westlund, D-Bend  . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1727

Doug Whitsett, R-Klamath Falls  . . 503-986-1728

Jackie Winters, R-Salem  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1710

House

Speaker Jeff Merkley, D-Portland 503-986-1200

Majority Leader Dave Hunt, 

D-Gladstone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1900

Minority Leader Wayne Scott, 

R-Canby  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1400

Members

Jeff Barker, D-Aloha  . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1428

Phil Barnhart, D-Eugene  . . . . . . . . 503-986-1411

Vicki Berger, R-Salem  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1420

Terry Beyer, D-Springfield  . . . . . . 503-986-1412

Suzanne Bonamici, D-Cedar Mill 503-986-1434

Deborah Boone, 

D-Cannon Beach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1432

Brian Boquist, R-Dallas  . . . . . . . . 503-986-1423

Scott Bruun, R-West Linn  . . . . . . 503-986-1437

Peter Buckley, D-Ashland  . . . . . . 503-986-1405

Chuck Burley, R-Bend  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1454

Tom Butler, R-Ontario  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1460

Kevin Cameron, R-Salem  . . . . . . . 503-986-1419

Ben Cannon, D-Portland  . . . . . . . 503-986-1446

Brian Clem, R-Salem  . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1421

Jean Cowan, D-Newport  . . . . . . . 503-986-1410

John Dallum, R-The Dalles  . . . . . 503-986-1459

Jackie Dingfelder, D-Portland  . . 503-986-1445

Chris Edwards, D-Eugene  . . . . . . 503-986-1414

David Edwards, D-Hillsboro  . . . . 503-986-1430

Sal Esquivel, R-Medford  . . . . . . . 503-986-1406

Linda Flores, R-Clackamas  . . . . . 503-986-1451

Larry Galizio, D-Tigard  . . . . . . . . 503-986-1435

Bill Garrard, R-Klamath Falls  . . . 503-986-1456

Sara Gelser, D-Corvallis  . . . . . . . . . 503–-986-1416

Victor Gilliam, R-Silverton  . . . . . . . 503-986-1418

George Gilman, R-Medford  . . . . . . 503-986-1455

Fred Girod, R-Stayton  . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1417

Mitch Greenlick, D-Portland  . . . . . 503-986-1433

Bruce Hanna, R-Roseburg  . . . . . . . 503-986-1407

Paul Holvey, D-Eugene  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1408

Bob Jenson, R-Pendleton  . . . . . . . 503-986-1458

Betty Komp, D-Woodburn  . . . . . . . 503-986-1422

Tina Kotek, D-Portland  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1444

Wayne Krieger, R-Gold Beach  . . . . 503-986-1401

Jerry Krummel, R-Wilsonville  . . . . 503-986-1426

John Lim, R-Gresham  . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1450

Greg Macpherson, 

D-Lake Oswego  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1438

Ron Maurer, R-Grants Pass  . . . . . 503-986-1403

Karen Minnis, R-Wood Village  . . . 503-986-1449

Susan Morgan, R-Myrtle Creek  . . .503-986-1402

Nancy Nathanson, D-Eugene  . . . . . 503-986-1413

Donna Nelson, R-McMinnville  . . . . 503-986-1424

Mary Nolan, D-Portland  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1436

Andy Olson, R-Albany  . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1415

Tobias Read, D-Beaverton  . . . . . . . 503-986-1427

Dennis Richardson, 

R-Central Point  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1404

Chuck Riley, D-Hillsboro  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1429

Arnie Roblan, D-Coos Bay  . . . . . . . 503-986-1409

Diane Rosenbaum, 

D-Portland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1442

Mike Schaufler, D-Happy Valley  . . 503-986-1448

Chip Shields, D-Portland  . . . . . . . . 503-986-1443

Greg Smith, R-Heppner  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1457

Patti Smith, R-Corbett  . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1452

Kim Thatcher, R-Salem  . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1425

Carolyn Tomei, D-Milwaukie . . . . . . .503-986-1441

Gene Whisnant, R-Sun River  . . . . . 503-986-1453

Brad Witt, D-Clatskanie  . . . . . . . . . . 503-986-1431 

By the numbers

Senate: 18 Democrats, 11
Republicans, one independent
House: 31 Democrats, 29
Republicans
Newcomers: 11 in the House
(with one additional member
returning after serving in the
1990s), three in the Senate 
Length of session: Six to
eight months. The longest was
227 days in 2003; 2005 had
the second-longest at 208
days. 
Legislators’ salary: $1,534 a
month plus $99 per diem. The
Senate president and House
speaker get twice as much.
Members also get $30,409 for
staff and supplies each session. 
Number of lobbyists: As of
Thursday, there were 322
paid, registered lobbyists.
That number is expected to
grow.

Keeping tabs

Check out news online: The
Oregonian’s new Web page
for the 2007 Legislature
launches Monday at
www.oregonlive.com/legisla
ture with stories, blogs,
updates.

Watch: Televised gavel-to-
gavel proceedings.
See
www.theoregonchannel.com
for stations and listings.
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THE PUBLIC: Law-
makers pay attention to
mail, e-mail, phone

calls, visiting constituents
and people who pack hearing
rooms. People are most
effective when they form
alliances and educate rather
than berate. 
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THE SENATE: There will
be 11 Republicans, 18
Democrats and one

independent. Leadership will
remain in the hands of
veteran lawmakers. Senate
President Peter Courtney, D-
Salem, will continue in his post
as will Senate Majority Leader
Kate Brown, D-Portland, and
Senate Minority Leader Ted
Ferrioli, R-John Day. 
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BILLS: More than 3,000 would-be laws are introduced each session in the Oregon
House and Senate. Legislators propose some on behalf of influential groups and

some as courtesies to constituents. Bills must pass both chambers and be approved by
the governor to become law, which hundreds do every session. 

1

COMMITTEES: The Senate president and House
speaker assign bills to committees, where they

are molded into final form, usually after a series of
hearings and behind-the-scenes negotiations. Bills
rarely leave a committee if they can’t pass a floor vote. 
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THE LOBBY: Lobbyists push the interests of a
wide array of clients, from land developers to

home caregivers to government agencies. They
represent their clients by meeting privately with
legislators and attending key committee hearings,
often to testify. 

3

THE HOUSE: Democrats
won 31 of 60 seats and
gained control of the

House for the first time in 16
years. That means Speaker Jeff
Merkley, D-Portland, will name
Democrats to committee
chairmanships and have a say in
which bills move to the floor. The
House is twice the size of the
Senate, and members are elected
every two years instead of every
four. This year, the freshman
class includes 10 Democrats.
Republicans will have one new
member and one member who
served in the early 1990s and is
returning. With a fair amount of
turnover, the chamber usually is
more rambunctious and fractious
than the Senate.

4

THE GOVERNOR: Typically, the
governor’s power lies in the veto: He can

kill a bill, and two-thirds of each chamber is
needed to override him. But for the first time
since 1990, Gov. Ted Kulongoski will enjoy the
added power of having both the House and
Senate solidly in Democratic control. That
means the Democratic governor’s proposals,
such as diverting the corporate kicker tax
rebate to a rainy-day fund, are at least
guaranteed to get a hearing. 
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