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Debbie Allen Dance Academy Opens Doors To New Home At 

Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza 

Presents “Up On The Roof” Summer Dance Series

June 25 – 27, July 3
Los Angeles - The Debbie Allen Dance Academy (DADA) will officially move into new studio space on June 19 at the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza (BHCP). Dancers from the internationally acclaimed academy will host a welcoming party for their new community with “Up On The Roof” an innovative and high-energy, Summer Dance Series that will be performed on the roof of the mall June 25th – 27th and July 3rd. 

"We’re so happy to be moving into our new home at Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza,” said DADA founder Debbie Allen. “We want the entire community to join us for our opening and experience DADA. We’ve got something for everyone – tap, flamenco, modern, ballet, jazz and hip hop taught by our world class faculty led by Director, Madame Alla Khaniashvili, prima ballerina from the Bolshoi. Everyone who comes will be dancing on the roof!” 

· Thursday June 25 – 7 p.m. 

· Friday June 26 – 6 p.m.

· Saturday June 27 – 12 noon & 5:30 p.m.

· Friday July 3- 7:30 p.m.

Background

After nearly nine years, DADA is relocating from its Culver City location to the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza. DADA was invited to move into the new space by Quintin E. Primo III, Chairman and CEO of Capri Capital Partners, LLC, owners of Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza ("BHCP"), as part of the Capri Urban Investors Fund.  He became a supporter of the academy’s mission after flying to Oakland, California to see Ms. Allen teach a Master Class to 300 students. He later visited DADA in Culver City, and that’s when the idea crystallized to bring DADA to BHCP. 

“We are so thankful that Quintin recognized the importance of supporting arts in the community – without Quinton we would have no home,” Allen said. “Given the current economic climate and the financial crisis strangling education and the arts across the nation, we’re deeply appreciative and proud to be able to continue our mission to nurture young dancers and develop the next generation of performers, artists and creative citizens. Without the generosity of The Annenberg Foundation, our generous supporters and corporate sponsors, we wouldn’t be able to give scholarships to our talented students. Without Quintin we would have no home.”   

"This is a very exciting time for me personally as well as Capri Capital Partners, LLC," said Quintin E. Primo III, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Capri Capital Partners, LLC.  "From the moment Capri purchased Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza, it was always our intention to integrate the performing arts into our overall redevelopment plan.  The opening of Debbie Allen's Dance Academy is the first tangible evidence of our mall's multi-million dollar renovation project."
Los Angeles Councilmember Bernard C. Parks also welcomes DADA to the community: “I would like to welcome Debbie Allen and the Debbie Allen Dance Academy to the Crenshaw Community. It is a significant achievement to bring someone of her status to the Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza. The youth of our community will benefit from her expertise and discipline as these traits will set an excellent example for them to have in their lives.”

 
Supporters and friends of DADA include Quincy Jones, Steven Spielberg, Kate Capshaw, Denzel and Pauletta Washington, Phylicia Rashad, Will and Jada Pinkett Smith, Universal Studios President Ron Meyer, Arturo Sandoval, Alfred and Claude Mann, and Sam Haskell. 


About DADA 
DADA is a state-of-the-art dance academy founded by actress, dancer, producer, director Debbie Allen and NBA world champion and former Los Angeles Laker, Norman Nixon. Ms. Allen is reputed for understanding the world of dance and theater inside-and-out, and what makes it takes to turn a talented dancer into a great artist. In the nine years since the academy opened, the school has seen students go on to perform in feature films, hit television shows, on Broadway and concert stage. DADA has three concerts annually that showcase the talent of its nearly 400 students ages 4 to 21. DADA is a 501c (3) not-for-profit arts organization that relies on the support of individuals, corporations, and foundations to reach thousands of young people every year. For more information, visit www.DebbieAllenDanceAcademy.com.

About Capri Capital Partners, LLC
Capri Capital Partners LLC is an institutional real estate investment advisory firm, investing and managing commercial real estate properties and portfolios since 1992. Capri offers a broad spectrum of equity and debt products to its customers through separate account and commingled fund vehicles. Diversified assets managed on behalf of its pension fund and other institutional clients totaled $4.44 billion as of September 30, 2008. For more information, please call 312-573-5275 or visit the company's website http://www.capricapital.com.


About Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza

Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza, the oldest urban regional mall in America, located at the corner of Martin Luther King Jr. and Crenshaw Boulevards is home of Macy's, Wal-Mart, Sears, Magic Johnson Theaters, Creole Chef, and over 115 stores and restaurants. For more information, visit www.crenshawplaza.com.

About The Festival Companies
The Festival Companies, which manages the mall for Capri Capital Partners, LLC, is a full-service commercial real estate firm and a leading shopping center developer based in Los Angeles, California. Festival has an extensive track record in redevelopment that has spurred revitalization and economic development in many communities. It has developed retail projects in 14 states comprising of over 20 million square feet. For more information on The Festival Companies, please call (310) 665-9600 or visit the company's Web site at http://www.festivalcos.com.
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