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Ontario Airport Gold Line Stop
Would Connect to Los Angeles

Funding questions could get in way of
econoimic benefits for city, Inland Empire

BY KARI HAMANAKA
CREJ Stafi Writer

conneckion linking
Ontarjo with downtown
Los Angeles has inland
cities excited by the
prospects, However,
a Metro Gold Line.stop at LA/
Oatario International Airport hing-
es on funding
and the comple-
tion of the
| light rail's San
Gabriel Valley
extension.

“T thinle [the
Ontario  Airport
stop] completes the entire line,”
said Habib-Balian, chief executive

officer of the Metro Gold: Line

Foothill Extension. Construction
Authority, “Now the line makes
sense, You can go from Union Sta-
tion in downtown [Los Angeles] to

Pasadena and all the other stops
inbetween, and you can also get
to the only airport in the region
that's going to be expanding in our
children’s lifefime, It completes
the whole picture of the entire San
Gabriel Valley going all the way to
the east”

Last year, transportation officials
conducted a study looldng at route
options that the Gold Line could
take from its current end point in
Montclair to the airport. The resuit

of that 10-month effort identified

two preferred routes.

Ope route utilizes existing
Metrolink right-of-way to run from
the Montclair TransCenter east un-
til it hits the Cucamonga Cliannel
and then heads to the airport. The
cost would be $308.7 million.

The second preferred route
identified ‘in the study utilizes a
right-of-way different from Metro-

link and travels farther into Rancho-

Cucamonga before terminating at
the airport. The cost of this longer
routé would be $399.8 million.

‘The Southern California Associa-
tion of Governments and the San
Bernardino. Associated Govern-
ments funded the initial feasibil-
ity sthudy. Transportation officials
now are trying to palch together
the money for a second round of
analysia that would include more
intense engineering and enviren-
mentsl worls.

“Right now, we're working with
SCAG, SANBAG, LA World Air-
ports and the city of Ontarie, just
at the staff level, to try to cobble to-
gether $1.2 million dollars,” Belian
said, “It's a two-year program, and
we would hope fo have Initiated
that study by the end of the year."

Before anything arrives in On-
tario, the Gold Line's San Gabriel.

See RAIL, page 9
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Thefirst stop of Mletro’s Gold Line Eastside Expansion s being compieted in Los Angek

- Little Tokyo/Arts District. Anather propased extension will continue the Gold Line fram

itscurrent end in East Pasadena to Montelair A final leg connecting the route ta LA/
Ontaria intemational Aiport depends on funding and completion of the light raifs San
Gabrig!Vallay extension. '
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Valley's slops, referred to as the Foothill
exiension, will have to be completed. And
thot 24-mile-long segment of the Gold Line
is also wailing for [unding.

The line running from Pasadenn o Azusa
is shovelready, accurding to Balian. The
second section of the Foothill Extension
cunnccling Azusz o Montelzlr, however,
is oL

“That [second] one is less ready, and we
didn't want to clear it premature to funding
expectations,” Balian said.

According to Balian, the Construction
Authority's cwrrent schedule shows o
December 2013 opening for the Pasadena-
Azusa portion followed by a 2017 npeumg
for Azusa-Monlclair,

Much of the funding diseussion hioges
on he Long Range Transportation Plan,
which the Metro Board of Directors de-
ferred adopting until July 23. The §271.2
billlos p]z'.n maps

area around the airport that we would like
to sep 0 multimodel Imnsit station that
would probahly have lransit-oriented prod-
uct,” said Jerry Blum, plaoning directar ot
the city of Ontario.

Upon build-out, the city's airport met-
ropolifan area is expected lo add some
16,000 residentin! units in an area that
also includes the Citizens Business Bank
Arena,

“Everylhing nround the airport is antici-
pated to have higher development intensity .
than you geperally find in the Inland Em-
pire timl's based on o higher level of transit
to be built in the orea,” Blum said.

And Outarjo is nol the cnly city that sees
a Gold Linc stop's potential in atiracting
development. Many cities began planning
or bulMding high-density development
near proposed Gold Line stops before the
economy turned sour.

The city of Azuga planned for retail and
restaurant space in what is called the Down-
town North area near the Golil Line stop.

At the site of the future Gold Line slop in
Claremont, there is already an established

downtown  shop-

oul s g allo-

cations of state and ‘We just hope that there’s
federal money as 3

well as Iocal funds, support for funding, and they

such as the Mea-
sure R lnlfcent
sales lax, for Hght
mil, bus, freewny

get additional funding to pay for
construction. Because the Inland
Empire has grown so much

ping and business
aren as well as a
Melrolink  station.
Additionally, Olson
Co. built its Village
Walk  residentinl
project, which in
cludes townhomes

and ather transpor-  and thereare avastamountof  and  condomini-
!ﬂlll;n t}] roj L‘Clﬁol commuters, it would be a wise un,i_?- .
Metro's ong- : . he cily of Mont-
ferm funding plen choice of funds. chair eveninally will
speaks  lo  the IMelinda Flares — Cliy of Montc!nir have a Gold Line

various competing

slop alits Maonlclair

Interests alf In the

same line for funding. The waiting, lu some
cases, hos led some to become exasperated
ot the priorily level placed on some projects
over others,

Onlario Mayor Panl Leon voiced some
frustralion with trensportation funding
challenges while speaking at the Urban
Land Institute's San Bernardine Mayor's
Ferum on June 21

“There's a lot of plans on the table,” Leon
eaid. "Naysayers say leU's build a ‘subway to
the sea.’ It be 25 years by the ime same-
one steps off light ril in Monlelair under
the current canditions.”

Tor Onlario or any other cily anticipat-
ing o Gald Line stop seme time in the
future, not only does the stop represent on
alternative for commuters but there Is also
polential for development aod growih sur-
rounding those stalions.

“We have a sirong desire In the city of
Ontario to get the Gold Line here as well as
ather treasportation modes because the air-
port is such a central location, and there's a
need to have other modes of transportation
next to the airport aside from the aulome-

bile,” said Tom Danna, Ontardo traffic and-

Iransporiation manager.

Development Possibilitles

In March, Ontario City Councilmembers
approved a resolution supporting the eom-
pletion of the Foothill Extension betause of
the onticipated-consiruction jobs it would
create os well s the economic benefits for
the entire region.

Not only will Gold Line construction cre-
sie immediate job opporiunities, but Gold
Lisie stops offer gold mines as focal points
for trapsit-oriented developmest or other
‘high-densitv develooment.

Transcenter, which
currently serves as the end point of the
Foothill extension. Within the city's North
Moatclair Downtown Specific Plan, there is
o lot of importance placed an the Transcen.
ter becoming a regional hub. Currently, the
center offers Metrolink and bus services.

“Onee we lmow construction js in place
and once they get to the last paint of Azusa
[the Iast stop on the first segment of the
Foathill Extension], I think there will be
strong interest in bullding housing o sup-
port the [Montchir] Gold Line stop,” said
Mclinda Flores, city of Montelair econamic
development eoordinator. *Heving both a
link that takes you to Pasadena as wel] as
the Mefralink 1hat tnkes you to Los Ange-
les is o positive thing In terms of bringing &
strong transportalion corridor to the Inland
Empire and Montclain.”

Prior lo the economic dowaturn, Flores
said there was developer interest in build-
ing near the station, but those plans Lave
gince heen placed oc hold.

“There's stifl interest and still shopping
around, but right now they're just holding
off until they see o turn ia the economy,”
Tlores said, “We linve the opportunity and
Iand uges In place. It's just a mater of wark-
ing with the property owners. When there
is a need for more housing development,
there will be that Interest in parcels within
the north [part of the cGilyf"

But everything, including plans and
grawth projections, ali tend lo cirele back
1o funding and the question of whether the
money can and will be pieced togelber in a
relatively timely manner,

“We just hope that there’s. support Iur
funding, and they get additional funding 1o
payfor construction,” Flores said, ‘Because
the Inland Emnire hes erown <o much and




