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DUSD committee
considering
complex questions
A committee comprised of
citizens and administrators,
teachers and staff appointed by the
Duarte USD Board of Education
is considering the complexities of
school property surplus in light of
declining enrollment.
The Committee, known officially as the Real Property Advisory Committee (RPAC), has
now held four meetings (March
16, April 6 and 28, and May
11) and has one additional one
scheduled for June 14. A possible
meeting before June 14 is being
considered.
At its meeting on March 16,
the RPAC elected Rana Madain
as Chairman and Joe Faliti as
Vice Chairman. Attorney Lindsay
Thorson advises the group, and
Jim Bauler, Assistant SuperinJAN WIGHT SERVICES
Saturday, June 4, 2 p.m.
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Glendora, CA 91740
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tendent for Business for Duarte
USD, serves as facilitator.
The Committee is required to
include at least 7 and not more
than 11 members per California
Education Code, which is why the
RPAC is also referred to commonly as a “7/11 Committee.”
The other members are Erin
Baez, Scott Moses, Kristen
Petersen, Scott Hilton, Claudia
Hernandez, Michael Chavez and
Brad Patterson.
“The Education Code further
specifies the categories for representation,” explained Bauler.
“The categories include a broad
representation of community,
business sector, teachers, administrators and parents.”
Bauler explained the philosoSee Philosophy on page 8
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Wed., May 25 • 5-8 p.m.
Advance Tickets $30
TasteofDuarte.com

RESTAURANTS AT TASTE OF DUARTE
Baja Ranch Supermarket
Baklava Land Bakery
Brookdale Monrovia
Cabrera’s Mexican Cuisine
California Grill Express
City Cafe, Azusa
D’Aquino Italian Importing
Dave & Buster’s
Dickie’s Barbecue Pit
El Salvadoreño Restaurant
Hometown Buffet Covina
IHOP
La Paloma Mexican Restaurant
Little Green Forks
Los Angeles International Wine Competition
Matt Denny’s Restaurant
Max’s Mexican Cuisine

Morralito Mexican Grill
Nothing Bundt Cakes, West Covina
Original Tommy’s Hamburgers
Pacific Plate Brewing Co.
Paco’s Mexican Restaurant
Papa John’s, Duarte
Philly’s Best Cheesesteaks
Sonic Drive-In
Sweet Nothings Cake Shop
Thai City Duarte
The Old Spaghetti Factory
The Patio Mediterranean Cuisine
Tropicana Market
Unibroue Brewery
Upper SGV Municipal Water District
Veranda
Wild Thyme Pizza

~ IN MEMORIAM ~

Jan Wight, a Leader’s Leader
Jan Wight is well known
for her lifetime of community
involvement in Monrovia and
Duarte.
Jan was born February 29,
1940, in Richmond, Indiana, to
Cecil and Pauline Davis. She died
on May 3.
The family moved to California when Jan was a youngster,
settling in Monrovia. She attended Monrovia schools, graduating
from Monrovia-Duarte High
School in 1957.
After marrying for the first
time and having a son, David, she
served as a teacher’s aide and in
other capacities with Monrovia
schools.
She became a member and
ultimately served as President
of the Monrovia Woman’s Club
Juniors and the Monrovia Woman’s Club.
Jan became active in politics
working on George McGovern’s
presidential campaign, Dick
Mountjoy for City Council (and
later State Assembly), and Bob
Bartlett’s first campaign for city
council.
In 1980, Jan married Bob
Wight and moved to Duarte. It
wasn’t long before she became
involved with the Duarte Woman’s Club, and serving as its
President. In 1990 she was named
Woman of the Year.
She became active in many
other organizations in her new
community: Duarte Historical
Society, Duarte Kiwanis Club,

Friends of the Duarte Library, and served as an officer of the
Duarte/Bradbury Republican Club, to name a few.
In 1983 she was elected to the Duarte School Board where
she served as President in 1987, 1990, 1991, and 1995.
Highly respected and valued for her commitment to children
and their education, Jan shared her passion and skill as a member
and officer of the Duarte Education Foundation 1986-1990.
She also played an instrumental role in advancing the quality
of education in the area as Chairman of the San Gabriel Valley
Coalition for Education from 1990-1993.
Jan decided to shift away from education a little and ac-

cepted the position of President
and CEO of the Duarte Chamber
of Commerce.
Due to her incredible commitment of time and energy, she
increased Chamber membership,
solidified an excellent relationship between the city of Duarte
and the Duarte Chamber, participated in the initial Route 66
Parade Committee, and created
the business and food exposition
entitled Hats Off to Duarte (now
Taste of Duarte and Business
Expo, this year the 19th annual).
She also produced and hosted
the local DCTV cable television
show Chamber Spotlight, established public employee and business awards, launched networking
breakfasts, and brought full color
to Chamber publications.
As a result of her tireless hard
work and unwavering commitment, she compiled an impressive
record of civic achievements that
earned her admiration and respect
of those who have had the privilege of associating with her.
She shared her experiences
with many in Duarte and encouraged them to develop their
skills and get involved in the
community. Some of them have
been and are Duarte’s community
leaders today.
If you didn’t know Jan Wight
personally, you do know her
through the results of her volunteerism and commitment for
helping make Duarte the great
community it is today.
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2016 Summer
Concert Series

DWC installs 2016-2017 Board

Come and enjoy four nights full of live entertainment, dancing,
food, and games for the whole family. There will be a raffle held at
every concert hosted by the Route 66 Parade Committee. This summer’s concert entertainment schedule includes:
July 6 – “Smooth Touch,” Top 40, R&B, sponsored by California
American Water
July 13 – “TimeBomb,” Classic Rock, sponsored by Sierra Family
of Dealerships
July 20 – “The Basix,” Disco, Motown, sponsored by Rutan and
Tucker, LLP & Burrtec Waste Services
July 27 – “Mariachi Divas,” sponsored by Duarte Soccer League
and Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich
The City of Duarte actively seeks sponsors for the summer concert
series and would like to thank all this years sponsors including Foothill
Transit for their financial contributions, support and commitment to
helping provide safe, enjoyable community events.
Concerts will be held Wednesday nights from 6:30-8:30pm at
Duarte Park, 1344 Bloomdale Street. Concession stands will open
at 6 p.m.
The City of Duarte Transit Department will be providing free
transportation after the concert. Event parking is available at Duarte
High School and the Duarte Sports field.
For more information contact Lupe Valerio, Recreation Supervisor
at (626) 357-7931.
Remember to bring your lawn chair or a blanket!

Summer Health Camp

These are great camps to play, have fun, and learn to live healthy!
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 18%
of children ages 6-11 are obese and in danger of acquiring serious
associated health problems such as type 2 diabetes, heart disease,
stroke and some cancers. Commit your family to eat more fruits and
veggies and be physically active and enroll your child in the Summer
Health Camp 2016. Your child will learn to: Incorporate fruits and
veggies into meals and snacks through cooking demonstrations/taste
tests, shop healthy and be more physically active.
Presented by Duarte Parks and Recreation
and City of Hope CCARE program and local
partners. Open to children ages 7-11. Registration is only $20 per child, per camp and
begins June 6 at City Hall at 7:30 am. Limit: 2
children per household maximum and 1 camp
per child. Children cannot participate in both
camps due to grant funding criteria.
Camp I – Monday-Friday, August 1-August 5, 9 a.m.-2 p.m..
Camp II – Monday- Friday, August 8-Au-

With the motto “Continuing
growing hand in hand,” the Duarte
Woman’s Club installed the 20162017 officers at their Annual
Installation Banquet on May 5 at
the Duarte Community Center.
Jean Glass and Marion Stone will
remain as co-presidents.
The potluck dinner also featured an update on city activities
by Councilmember Liz Reilly
followed by the announcement of
myriad awards won by the Club
at the Annual Convention of the
San Gabriel Valley District.
Following recognition of the
retiring Board, Installing officer,
Lena Knowles, conducted the ritual which she likened to making a
salad, presenting each officer with
an ingredient. The new board will
consist of Asa Enriquez, first vice
president; Sheri Uhlig, second
vice president; Kathy Delker,
recording secretary; Janet Giles
Jones, corresponding secretary;
Ann Valleroy, financial secretary;
Margaret Toon, Treasurer; and
Luz Porlier, membership chair.
The Club is now actively
organizing their next fund raiser,
a spaghetti dinner, which will
be held on June 17, 5-7 p.m.
at the Church of the Foothills,
1014 Highland Avenue, Duarte.
gust 12, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m.
For more information, please
call Cesar Monsalve at (626) 3577931 ext. 203. Para Informacion
en Espanol llame Mayra Serrano
(626) 256-4673 ext. 64721.

Tickets are $15 for adults, $6 for
children, and may be purchased
by any club member or by calling
Marion Stone at (626) 358-7208.

Proceeds will benefit the Club’s
many philanthropic projects
including scholarships for local
seniors.
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Summer Special Events
The Duarte Parks and Recreation Department will offer several special events this summer
for children.
Ice Cream Social - Wednesday, June 15 from 1:30 – 2:30
p.m. held at Beardslee Park,
Encanto Park, Otis Gordon Park
and Royal Oaks Park. Children
will play games and get a cool
treat at each site while welcoming
another summer of fun. Children
5-12 years old are welcome to
participate. This event is free.
Duarte Day at the Pool –
Wednesday, June 22 from 1 p.m.
– 3:30 p.m. at the Duarte Pool.
Come and splash around and
get wet under the summer sun.
Transportation will be provided
from each supervised park with
a permission slip.
Summer Cool Down –
Wednesday, June 29 from 1:30
– 3:30 p.m. at the Duarte Community Center. Children ages
5 – 12 can come and relax in the
air-conditioned auditorium and
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participate in a fun activity with a
cool snack. All for free! Transportation provided from supervised
parks with a permission slip.
Touch-A-Truck – Wednesday,
July 13 from 1 – 3 p.m. A FREE,
family-friendly event where
kids can explore and experience
their favorite trucks up close and
personal and enjoy games and
activities. This event features

trucks and other vehicles include
fire, military, emergency services,
dump, buses and more – as seen
around town. Transportation will
be provided from each supervised
park with a permission slip.
Splashtacular – Wednesday,
July 20 from 1:30 – 3 p.m. at the
Duarte pool. There will be water
games, contests and prizes. This
event is open to children 15 and
under. The cost is $1 for kids 6 –
12 years and $2 for kids 13 – 15
years. Transportation provided

Duarte
Recreation
Classes

from supervised parks with a
permission slip.
Summer Mystery Event –
Wednesday, July 27 from 1:30
– 3:30 p.m. will be held at the
Duarte Community Center on
Join us and discover the wonderful mystery of this event. There
will be refreshments, and fun and
fantastic activities. This event
is free. Transportation provided
from supervised parks with a
permission slip.
For more information on these
events, please call the Duarte
Parks and Recreation Department
at (626) 357-7931.

Looking for something fun for the family to do this summer?
Why not enroll in some affordable
recreation classes. The Duarte
Parks and Recreation Department
offers a variety of adult and youth
classes. Join us for: Art, Bachata
Dance, Ballet, Belly Dancing,
Bricks 4 Kidz, Cake Decorating,
Computers, Critical Reading and
Written Expression, Drama, Folklorico, Golf, Guitar, a Children’s
Health Camp, Hip Hop Dance,
Math Workshop, Mini Picassos,
Needle Art, Karate, Line Dance,
Polynesian Dance, Salsa Dance,
Sewing, Tap, Tai Chi Kung,
Tennis, Tumbling, Vocals, and
more! Contact the Recreation
Department for age requirements
and fees.
Registration begins Monday,
June 6 at Duarte City Hall Parks
and Recreation Department, 1600
Huntington Drive. Registration is
on a first come, first serve basis.
Mail-in registration is also available. Beginning Tuesday, June
7 you can register by phone for
purchases over $25 with Visa,
MasterCard or Discover at 3577931. Classes will begin the week
of June 27.
For more information, please
contact the Duarte Recreation
Department at (626) 357-7931,
Monday through Thursday, 7:30
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Parks and
Recreation
Swim Program
begins
The City of Duarte Fitness
Center’s summer swim program
will begin on June 13. Come enjoy
lap swim, open swim, water aerobics, and swimming lessons. The
Fitness Center offers American
Red Cross swimming lessons for
only $30 per two-week session,
Monday – Thursday. Water aerobics will be offered for $5 per
class. Lap swim and open swim
are only $2 for adults and $1 for
seniors. Children 12 and under
can enjoy open swim for only $1.
Registration for the first of
five sessions of swim lessons
begins Monday, June 6 at 6 a.m.
for Duarte residents with proof
of residency, and 8 a.m. for all
others. Telephone registration will
be available after 12 p.m. on first
day of registration. Swim lessons
will be offered in the mornings
and evenings every 2 weeks
throughout the summer.
Open swim will be held weekdays from 1 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday from 1
p.m. - 4 p.m. Water aerobics will
be offered every Tuesday and
Thursday at 6:30 p.m., and Saturday at 9:30 a.m. Family swim
will be offered every Monday and
Wednesday from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
(Adults must be in water with
children.) Lap swim is available
for adults at convenient hours
every day.
Pool Rental Available For
Private Events and Parties!
For more information call the
Duarte Fitness Center at (626)
357-6118.
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A little insight from
Author Marisela Adams

As a small child, she knew the
written word was her calling and
stories poured forth from an early
age. Today she has several novels
under her belt, and is working on
another.
Marisela Adams has resided in
Bradbury for 20 years, a retired
teacher, school counselor and administrator; she has many talents,
degrees and a background that
sounds like a fiction story. Now
retired, her passion for writing
drives her and has captured a
following of readers who keep
asking for more. “They say my
plots and characters capture them
and drive them to joy, anger or
tears. They want more which
only serves as fuel for my love
of writing.”
Born in Coahuila, Mexico into
one of the first white families to
settle among the Kickapoo Indians in the Valley of Santa Rosa
now Muzquiz, she was influenced
by her great grandfather who
owned the Santa Cruz Hacienda.
When she was a child, her
grandfather would tell her stories,
of the Indians and taught her Kickapoo words. This knowledge led
her to write her first formal novel
“For a Taste of Morgan,” a rich
cultural tapestry of the Kickapoo
and Mexican cultures.
Her next novel, a trilogy,
consumed her. Placing the murder
mystery in Louisiana, she and
her husband, a pilot, flew to the
area to immerse themselves in
the culture and unique language.
Their favorite part was the food.
Looking for a spot to stage a
murder, they asked a local deputy
his opinion and he took them to a
boardwalk by the bayou in New
Iberia where it would be perfect
to commit the crime and hide
the body.
The smells and landscape
consumed her, and the book was
forming in her brain. “I don’t
mince words,” says Marisela. “I
tell it as I see it in my imagination.
The descriptions are not for the
faint of heart.”
The first two volumes are
combined in one book “Breaking
Faith,” and the third is entitled
“Faith Betrayed III – Death’s
Mask.” Some of readers became
so enthralled with the plot and
characters that they have made
pilgrimages to New Iberia to the
scene of the crime.
In her past, Marisela and her
husband were members, pilot
and observer, of the Coastguard
Auxiliary, a membership which
requires some pretty hefty training experiences.
Before her retirement in 2001,
Marisela taught school, worked
as a counselor and administrator.
She observed how discipline was
handled in school and after much
research, she is now writing a
non-fiction book on “Discipline
in our Schools,” a far cry from
romance and mystery novels.
However, she is also working on
her next project, a spy thriller anchored in romance. “Everything
has a touch of romance in it,” she
says. The upcoming novel is entitled “KissZZZzzz,” and details
are being kept mum pending its
release.
What makes a successful writer? “Write every chance you get
and don’t abandon your projects,”
she says. “The best thing about a
writer is caring about everything
that is happening. We are sensitive to everything and perceptive
of all around us. We are curious.
We study people, listen, observe.
We absorb information which we

file away in the recesses of our
mind, later to appear in one of
our books.”
Marisela has donated her
books to the library at the Duarte
Historical Museum in Encanto
Park. They may be found on the
“Local Author” shelf. Books
are available for perusal but not
on loan.

MARISELA ADAMS

CITY OF DUARTE CONTACTS
1600 Huntington Drive, Duarte, CA 91010
(626) 357-7931 • www.AccessDuarte.com
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL
Sam Kang, Mayor • Margaret Finlay, Mayor Pro Tem
Councilmembers:
John Fasana • Tzeitel Paras-Caracci • Liz Reilly
STAFF
Darrell George, City Manager
Kristen Petersen, Assistant City Manager
Karen Herrera, Deputy City Manager
Marla Akana, City Clerk • Jeff Melching, City Attorney
Brian Villalobos, Director of Public Safety
Craig Hensley, Director of Community Development
Cesar Monsalve, Director of Parks & Recreation
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Wed., May 25
5 to 8 p.m.

$

30

Advance tickets
$

40 at Door

Available now at:
Alex Romo Automotive • 1405 Huntington Dr.
Duarte City Hall • 1600 Huntington Dr.
Duarte Public Safety • 1042 Huntington Dr.
Duarte Senior Center • 1610 Huntington Dr.
Frontier Hardware • 2137 Huntington Dr.
Mt. Olive Storage • 1500 Crestfield Dr.
Duarte Chamber • 1634 Third St., Duarte
or online at www.tasteofduarte.com
• SPONSORS •

ALL this included:

food samples  drink tastings
 local business expo & new cars
 live entertainment
for one low price!


Event at Westminster Gardens
1900 Huntington Dr., Duarte
www.Tasteof Duarte.com
Production

1634 Third St., Duarte, CA 91010 • (626) 357-3333 • info@DuarteChamber.com
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Foothill
Credit
Union to
host car sale
May 21-22
Foothill Federal Credit Union
(Foothill) has teamed up with
Cars-Net Inc. and AutoNation Inc.
to make over 250 pre-owned vehicles available for purchase at the
Irwindale Speedway May 21-22.
Foothill will have its financing
team on site to make purchasing
a vehicle quick and easy.
The sale will take place in
the Speedway’s parking lot at
500 Speedway Dr. in Irwindale.
Saturday hours will be 9 a.m.-6
p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
This is the second year Foothill collaborates with the car
retailers at Irwindale Speedway.
The credit union will be offering
low interest financing, along with
cash incentives, an opportunity
to win a $50 gas card and free
hot dogs.
Vehicles will be priced specially for the sale and trade-ins
are welcome. With Foothill’s auto
loans, members can select the
term that best meets their needs
and monthly financial budget. If
a buyer cannot locate the vehicle
they want at the sale, AutoNation
has several hundred vehicles in
stock and can check their on-line
inventory to try to find the desired
make and model.
Interested buyers can also
get pre-approved through Foothill Credit Union by applying
for an auto loan online at www.
foothillcu.org or by calling (626)
445-0950, option 1 and applying
over the phone.

ChapCare
announces
addition of
OB services

Community Health Alliance
of Pasadena (ChapCare) announces the addition of Obstetrics (OB)
services at its Lime health center,
513 E. Lime Avenue, Suite 102,
Monrovia.
Early access to OB services
during a pregnant woman’s first
trimester is critical to increasing
healthy birth outcomes and early
identification and treatment of
health conditions among infants,
which can prevent death or disability and enable children to
reach their full potential.
Conveniently located just 4
blocks from downtown Monrovia, OB services are available
on Wednesdays from 8 a.m.-12
p.m. Chapcare accepts Medi-Cal
and Medicare, many Covered
California and private insurance
plans, and participates in Los
Angeles County’s My Health LA
(MHLA) Program.
“Improving the well-being of
mothers, infants, and children is
an important public health goal,”
said Margaret B. Martinez MPH,
ChapCare’s Chief Executive Officer. “ChapCare is proud to add
OB services to the vast array of
primary healthcare services available at our Lime health center.”
For more information on
ChapCare Lime, please call (626)
398-6300 or visit www.chapcare.
org.

6 • Duarte View

June-July 2016

SENIOR NEWS

Senior Center Activities
The Duarte Senior Center
is located at 1610 Huntington
Drive. The Senior Center is open
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. to all residents 55 years of
age and older and offers a variety
of services and programs. The
phone number is (626) 357-3513.
HOT LUNCHES
The Senior Center serves limited hot lunches Monday through
Friday to individuals over age 60
or the spouse of someone over
age 60. The suggested donation
is $3. Reservations are requested
by calling (626) 357-3513, by 12
noon the day before. To receive
your lunch you must check in by
11:45 a.m.
MEALS ON WHEELS
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
NEEDED!
If you possess a current CA
driver’s license, have access to
a personal vehicle, and proof
of insurance, you are eligible to
volunteer to pick up meals and
deliver to homebound seniors.
(Meals are delivered Monday-Friday between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.)
No special training is required,
just a compassionate individual
who will brighten the days of
the recipient. To become a volunteer please contact the YWCA
Intervale Senior Services at (626)
214-9465.
ACCESS
TRANSPORTATION
Access Transportation provides transportation for individuals with disabilities. For eligibility
or more information call (800)
827-0829.

HOW TO MAKE MEDICARE
WORK FOR YOU
The 1st & 3rd Monday of each
month by appointment, from 9
a.m.-12 p.m. the Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy
Program (HICAP) Counselor
provides unbiased information,
counseling and assistance on
Medicare and related health care
coverage. Call the Senior Center
at (626) 357-3513 for an appointment. This service is FREE!
AARP SMART DRIVER
COURSE (4-HOUR
REFRESHER COURSE)
Thursday, July 14 from 1-5
p.m., $15 for AARP members, please have card present
during registration and $20 for
non-members. If you have already
taken an 8-hour course in the last
4 years, then you are eligible to
take the 4-hour refresher course.
Auto insurance companies are
required by law to offer discounts
to course graduates age 55 and
older. Reservations required with
payment, prior to class. Call the
Senior Center at (626) 357-3513
for any questions.
AARP SMART DRIVER
COURSE (8-HOUR
REFRESHER COURSE)
May 17 & 19, or September
15 & 17 from 1-5 p.m., $15 for
AARP members, please have card
present during registration and
$20 for non-members. Attendees
must be present at both sessions.
Auto insurance companies are
required by law to offer discounts
to course graduates age 55 and
older. Reservations required with

payment prior to class. Please
call the Senior Center to make an
appointment at (626) 357-3513.
GREAT DECISIONS OF
THE FOREIGN POLICY
ASSOCIATION
The Senior Center will be presenting a new program that will
meet once a month. The facilitator
is Brice Harris, Professor (retired)
of History and International Relations, Occidental College. Professor Harris received his Ph.D from
Harvard. When you register at the
front desk, you will be given study
material to read prior to class. The
$5 deposit will be refunded when
you check in for class. Please arrive 15 minutes prior to class so
we can take care of the check in
and administrative items. Please
call the Senior Center for dates
and times at (626) 357-313.
Future topics include: Climate Change, Cuba and the U.S.,
Migration, United Nations, The
Koreas. Please sign up at the front
desk with your $5 deposit or call
the Center at (626) 357-3513 to
get more information.
FREE BLOOD PRESSURE
CHECKS
The 2nd Tuesday of every
month Health Care Partners will
provide a medical assistant to do
free blood pressure checks. No
appointment necessary.
NOTARY SERVICE
The Center offers a FREE notary service. The only requirement
is that you’re a regular visitor of
the Center. She is here the 2nd
Tuesday of the month. Appointments required by coming in the

HAVING FUN IN THE SUN in participating in our Aquatics
Exercise class.

Center or calling (626) 357-3513.
FREE LEGAL CLINIC
Sara Polinsky, elder law attorney, will be at the Center to
provide free legal counsel. She
is here the 2nd Wednesday of the
month. Appointments required by
coming in the Center or calling
(626) 357-3513.
TECH SUPPORT
On the second Wednesday
of the month at 1 p.m., DLL
Technologies, LLC, a local tech
support business, will be offering
FREE tech tips. They will provide
technical support for your computers, laptops, mobile devices
and phones. Call (626) 357-3513
for further questions.
MOVIES
Two afternoons a month a top
run movie is featured. FREE
BINGO
Every Tuesday from 12:45-2
p.m. The fee is 25 cents per card.
BUNCO
First Wednesday of the month,

12:30-3 p.m. Sponsored by the
Duarte Woman’s Club. Win Prizes and meet new people. RSVP to
(626) 357-3513. $1 per person
CRIBBAGE
If you are interested in playing
cribbage they get together the 1st
& 3rd Tuesday of each month from
12:30-2 p.m., please sign up at the
front desk or call the Center at
(626) 357-3513 to get your name
on the list.
PING PONG
We have a Ping-Pong table set
up in the poolroom. Invite a friend
to play, or meet new friends who
share a similar interest. Stop by
the Center and play a game today!
BOOK CLUB
The Senior Center’s Book
Club promotes enjoyable reading
and lively discussion. Please join
them on the 3rd Monday of every
month at 1:30 p.m. at the Center.
Please call the Center at (626)
357-3513 to see what book they
See Seniors on page 7
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Citrus College puts non-traditional
students on the path to college success
By Dr. Edward C. Ortell
Citrus College Governing
Board Member
In the minds of many, the
“typical” college student is 18 to
20 years of age, lives on campus at
a four-year college or university,
and takes a full load of classes in a
traditional college classroom. But
the reality is that the majority of
students enrolled in colleges and
university across the nation today
are considered “non-traditional”
students. In fact, about 70 percent
of all undergraduate students
would be considered non-traditional, according to the National
Center for Education Statistics.
Non-traditional students are
often defined as being 25 years
of age or older, financially independent from their parents, and,
in some cases, they work full-time
and attend school part-time. Some
are single parents or the first in
their families to attend college.
Many face unique personal and
financial challenges that become
roadblocks as they pursue the
successful completion of their

DR. EDWARD C. ORTELL

college goals.
A recent five-year study revealed the non-traditional nature
of Citrus College students. Although we have a younger student
population than many community
colleges – the majority of Citrus
College students are 20 to 24 years
of age – many of our students fit
into the non-traditional category.
Approximately 60 percent attend
college part-time, 33 percent
are considered low-income, and

66 percent are first-generation.
Ten percent of our students are
enrolled in distance education
classes, 11 percent are evening
students, and three percent are
veterans.
For the incoming 2014 cohort
of freshman from Duarte High
School, about 53 percent were
enrolled full-time and 47 percent
were part-time. These percentages
are similar to those for high school
graduates from other areas who
enrolled as freshmen at Citrus
College in the fall of 2014. A student is considered full-time if he
or she enrolls in 12 or more units.
These data reflect some of
the challenges faced by Citrus
College in serving our non-traditional student population and
make the success of strategically
focused programs, such as Citrus
College’s College of Completion
so gratifying. Since the program
has been in place, Citrus College
has broken institutional records
for the numbers of students who
receive degrees and certificates
and transfer to four-year colleges

and universities for five consecutive years. The college credits a
host of innovative student support
services that are designed to keep
students on track to achieving
their college goals.
The challenges Citrus College
encounters in serving non-traditional students are similar to
the challenges encountered by
community colleges statewide.
To address this, strategies to help
non-traditional students achieve
college success have also been
implemented throughout the
California Community Colleges
(CCC) system. As a result, in
the last two years record high
numbers of students have completed their college goals at a
California community college.
In the annual CCC State of the
System report released in January
2016, results from the 2014-2015
academic year show that California community colleges awarded
200,795 certificates and degrees,
an increase of more than 10,000
from the previous academic year.
There was also good news
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about students who earned Associate Degrees for Transfer (ADT)
in 2014-2015 in the CCC system.
More than 20,600 students earned
ADTs – nearly twice as many as
the previous year. I am pleased
to note that Citrus College has
been recognized as a state leader
in developing ADTs. We currently
offer 18 ADTs in subject areas
such as administration of justice,
business, mathematics, physics,
psychology and theatre arts.
These degrees streamline transfer
to a California State University
(CSU), allowing community college students who have earned an
ADT to enter a CSU with junior
standing.
With 2.1 million students, the
CCC system is the largest system
of higher education in the nation,
and it is making a difference in the
lives of many students. Studies
show that students who earn a
degree or certificate from a California community college nearly
double their earnings within three
years.
It is good to know that California’s community colleges
are serving their students – both
traditional and non-traditional – very well. Their 113 local
college campuses, governed by
locally-elected board members
in 72 districts, are in touch with
their local community’s needs
and opportunities. They can make
targeted decisions that serve their
unique student populations. And,
like the students at Citrus College,
students enrolled in CCCs are
achieving their goals in greater
numbers than ever before.

Seniors

Continued from page 6

(626) 359-8291
Chevrolet * Subaru
Mazda * Honda * Isuzu
1450 S. Shamrock, Monrovia

Mazda of Monrovia
(626) 303-0077

are currently reading.
PAPER CRAFT CLASS
Two greeting cards are made
each month for a fee of $5. Bring
scissors, adhesive, and colored
pencils. Reservations required
by signing up at the front desk.
There are samples of the cards
at the desk on display. For more
information, please call (626)
357-3513.
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN
DUARTE
Enjoy some conversation with
Duarte Councilmember Liz Reilly
at the Senior Center. Liz is at the
Senior Center once a month. Call
the Senior Center at (626) 3573513 to find out the next time she
will be there.
TRIPS AND TOURS
The City of Duarte Parks and
Recreation Department is currently taking registration for the
following excursion:
Skyspace and LA Central
Library
Thursday, June 16, 9 a.m.4:15 p.m. Fee: $38 regular price,
Resident discount price: $30,
Non-resident discount price: $34
(lunch on your own)
Pick up a flyer at the Duarte
Senior Center with more information on this trip.
NO REFUNDS: In the event
of a participant cancellation,
an attempt will be made to fill
the spot from the waiting list. If
successful, the participant will
receive a gift certificate equal
to the amount of the trip minus
a $10 service charge. We accept
Visa, MasterCard and Discover
with purchases over $25. For
any further questions please call
(626) 357-3513.
ADULT EXTENDED
EXCURSIONS
Iceland’s Magical Northern
Lights
December 6-12, 2016 – 7
See Excursions on page 8
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Duartean joins Philosophy
Earthwatch
Expedition
in Ecuador
Continued from page 1

Dianne Cahir applied and
received a Teacher Grant from
Earthwatch Expedition. She will
be leaving in the summer to work
on a weeklong expedition with
Earthwatch Expedition to study
Climate Change and Caterpillars
in Ecuador within the cloud forest.
Dianne lives in Duarte and
teaches Yoga locally. She is also
a first grade teacher in Pasadena
at Willard IB Elementary School.
She is excited about bringing the experience back to her
classroom.
“I plan to incorporate my
research with the scientists on
caterpillars and the climate affect
on them and their habitat into my
two IB units: How We Organize
Ourselves (Careers) and Sharing
the Planet (Living Things... body
parts and behaviors),” said Cahir.
“I am so looking forward to being
amongst scholars and being a
student while also helping them
do and conduct their research.”
You can read more about
Earthwatch at www.Earthwatch.
org.

Free Summer
Lunch Program

The USDA, the Duarte Unified School District (DUSD), and
the Duarte Parks and Recreation
Department are sponsoring a
free summer lunch program for
children ages 18 years and under. Lunches are served Monday
through Friday and there are no
limits on the number of participants served. Lunches will be
offered at several local Duarte
elementary schools.
For Summer Lunch Program
locations, start date and more information, please call (626) 3577931 or the DUSD Food Services
Department at (626) 599-5000.

phy of the district in forming the committee: “The important thing is
we want to be completely transparent and leave no stone unturned.
Our goal is to be visible and open and for every group of stake-holders
to have their opportunity to offer opinions and suggestions.’’
Duarte Unified currently has one high school, one alternative
high school, one intermediate school and five elementary campuses.
However, the potential for an elementary school closure has existed
at Duarte USD since a 14-year stretch of declining enrollment has
taken the number of students from a high of 4,693 in 2002, to the
current total of 3,475.
Extensive studies done by the independent firm, Davis Demographics & Planning, Inc., indicate student enrollment will continue
to drop to 3,312 by 2023 if the district maintains the status quo.
While the RPAC is focused on making recommendations concerning elementary school closures, the district is also in the midst
of developing a five-year strategic plan, called the Competitive Advantage Plan (CAP),that will serve as the blueprint for the future of
Duarte USD guided by Superintendent Mucerino.
Based on information from the over 4,500 surveys, numerous focus
group sessions, and comprehensive data collection, options being
considered as part of the CAP include transforming the remaining
elementary schools into K-8 magnet campuses, and partnering with
California School of the Arts (CSOA) to create a charter high school
for the arts serving the entire San Gabriel Valley on the campus of
Northview Intermediate. Duarte High School would continue to serve
students as a comprehensive 9-12 high school.
All decisions will ultimately be made by the Board of Education
based on careful review of all pertinent information being developed
through the strategic planning process and the RPAC recommendations.
The implementation of any plan would not occur until the 201718 school year, and the current organization of schools will stay the
same for the coming 2016-17 school year.
Considering the difficulties of declining enrollment and funding,
as well as the need for a strong school district in the community, the
RPAC is charged with considering 15 essential focus areas as is the
case in any decision to close a school in any district in California.
These categories are:
1. Declining enrollment
6. School capacity
projections
7. School operational costs
2. District’s critical
8. Special programs
financials
9. Environmental factors
3. Cost of unnecessarily
10. Ethnic balance
keeping under-utilized
11. Transportation
facilities open
12. Neighborhoods
4. Fiscal relief from school
13. Educational programs
closure
14. Aesthetics
5. Condition of facilities
15. Value (site appraisals)
At the conclusion of the series of scheduled RPAC meetings, the
Committee will be asked to prepare a list of recommendations for
the Duarte USD Board of Education to consider. Guiding the RPAC
through the decision making process is consultant Reid Jenner
from the independent company TregoEd.
In light of the tremendous amount of data and thoroughness of the process, the target date for RPAC recommendations will not be forthcoming until July-August, 2016,
which coincides with the completion of a revised facilities
master plan.
The timely melding of that plan
and the RPAC recommendations
with the vision of the Board and
Superintendent Mucerino is expected
in September-October, 2016.
Regarding the work of the RPAC,
Superintendent Mucerino said,
“The primary task of the RPAC is
to objectively examine the impact
of declining enrollment on surplus
space and make an informal recommendation to the Board of Education
about school closures. The RPAC has
no decision-making authority.
“It is important to understand that
the Board of Education will not make
any decisions until they are confident
that they are well informed. It’s likely
that will be this coming September
or October.”
Minutes of all RPAC meetings,
as well as agendas and videotapes of
the meetings, and presentations made
to the Committee, are available on
the district website, www.
duarteusd.org. All RPAC
meetings are open to the
public and members of the
community can also send
questions or comments to
the Committee members
by going to the district
website.
All remaining RPAC
meetings will be held at
the Duarte Performing
Arts Center located at 1401
Highland Avenue, Duarte
unless otherwise noted.
Childcare and Spanish
translation will be provided.

Excursions
Continued from page 7

Days, 10 Meals; Single Occupancy $3,449; Double Occupancy
$3,199
Reflection of Italy
March 29-April 7, 2017 –10
Days, 13 Meals; Single Occupancy $4,449; Double Occupancy
$3,999
There will be a travel presentation on Monday, September 12,
2016. Sign up at the front desk.
Flyers available at the Senior
Center or Parks and Recreation
Department.
CLASSES
The Duarte Senior Center
will start taking registration for
fee classes on June 13 beginning

June-July 2016
at 9 a.m. Classes begin the week
of June 27.
Fee classes include: Aquatic
Exercise, Ballroom Dance, Belly
Dance, Cross Fit, Exercise With
Shelly, Health is our Greatest
Wealth, Intro to Computers, Piano/Keyboard, Sewing, Strength
Training, Western Line Dance,
Yoga.
Free on-going classes include:
Cardio Dance, Ceramics, Chess,
English as a Second Language,
Guitar (Beginning, and Intermediate), Knitting, Spanish (beginning, advanced beginning and
intermediate), Tai Chi/Qigong.
All classes are for adults 55 years
and older.
For more information, please
contact the Duarte Senior Center
at (626) 357-3513.
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FDL receives two grants

The Friends
of the Duarte Library have received
two grants from
Southern California Edison and
Wells Fargo, for
$2,300 and $1,000
respectively. These
funds have been
earmarked for the
purchase of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics)
books for grades
K-12 at the Duarte
branch of the LA
County Library
System. STEM integrates the four
subjects into a
cohesive learning
process, teaching
students computational thinking and
focusing on the real
world applications
of problem solving.
STEM education

SHOP DUARTE

and all Duarte Chamber Members

RECENTLY INSTALLED 2016 Friends of the Duarte
Library Board members are: (top, l-r) Bobbie Wenrick,
Financial Secretary; Wendy Wright, Past President;
Scott Hilton, Treasurer; (bottom l-r) Barrett Jamison,
Co-President; Susan Nock, Co-President; and Sandy
Para, Secretary.

begins while students are
very young. What separates STEM from the traditional science and math
education is the blended

learning environment and shows
students how the scientific method can be applied to everyday life.
See FDL on page 13
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A Great Time to be a Beardslee Elementary awarded
instruments by The Mr. Holland’s Opus
Student in Duarte
Foundation with support from Stubhub
Dr. Allan J. Mucerino, Superintendent,
Duarte Unified School District

The good news continues to
roll in for Duarte Unified as the
days get longer and spring rushes
towards summer.
In our district, we appreciate
the challenges of reshaping our
schools for the future, but we also
savor the positives that are happening on a regular basis.
For example, the Western Association of Schools and Colleges
(WASC) completed its three-day
accreditation visit at Duarte High
School on a very positive note,
telling Principal Mark Sims and the
DR. ALLAN MUCERINO
staff about all the improvements
they have seen in our district since their last visit.
At the conclusion of the visit, the team was effusive in their
praise of our high school, reporting that the school demonstrated the capacity, commitment, and competence to support
high-quality student learning and ongoing school improvement.
While actual written accreditation will not be released for at least
a month, the team told DHS teachers and staff that the grades
earned were very high.
Principal Sims summed up the school’s feeling of gratitude
for all who participated and helped to showcase our improvements in a positive way.
This is also a very exciting time for graduating seniors, many
of whom are learning of college acceptances and planning where
they will spend the next four years of their academic careers.
As acceptances roll in and students begin to announce their
decisions, counselors at DHS have complied a list to date of the
first 49 students who have shared their plans. Of these, 13 are
contemplating UC schools, 22 are for California State University
schools, 10 are for other institutions in California, and four are
for out-of-state universities, including New York University.
Those students already declaring they are advancing to the
University of California include four at UC Santa Barbara (Royal
Chen, David Gardner, Samuel Tung and Trent White); three
at UCLA (Ayaz Merchant, Jada Richards and Rossana Rico);
three at UC Riverside (Andrew Orellana, Peter Villa and Nadia
Williams); and one each at UC San Diego (Michelle Liem), UC
Irvine (Zayd Alshoushi) and UC Davis (Louis Chen). Seven
students are headed to Cal State Los Angeles, followed by five
at Azusa Pacific and four at Cal Poly Pomona.
More acceptances are expected, as well as the list of students
who will be continuing their education at community colleges.
You can keep up with where our students will be attending by
checking our website at www.duarteusd.org.
All of these students have earned our praise and admiration
for negotiating the college admissions path and demonstrating
their skills and competence to these fine colleges.
It continues to be a great time to be a student in Duarte Unified.

Northview Intermediate,
Duarte High offering AVID

The globally renowned AVID
(Advancement Via Individual Determination) program is offered as
an elective class at both Northview and Duarte High School.
AVID targets students in the academic-middle who have the desire
to go to college, but need support
to fulfill their academic dreams
and career pursuits, especially
students traditionally underrepresented in higher education.
In AVID, students learn aca-

demic skills such as note-taking,
researching, debating, time management, and organization skills,
as well as information about
colleges and careers. Students
are supported in growing as 21st
Century Learners as they engage
in lessons that focus on Writing,
Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, and Reading to Learn
(WICOR).
Many AVID students are the
first in their family to attend

Duarte Unified selected as
MHOF Commitment to Music Education Partner

Duarte Unified School District
(DUSD) is pleased to announce
that Beardslee Elementary will
soon receive new musical instruments, thanks to The Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation (MHOF).
With many school music
programs across the country
losing vital funding, the MHOF
helps under-served schools with
minimal budgets by donating new
instruments, often replacing some
that are more than 30 years old.
An application for support was
submitted by Beardslee Elementary and the MHOF found their
program to be a worthwhile investment, allowing more students
to be able to play and experience
the benefits of music education.
“Learning music in school is
a way to engage kids and give
them something that makes them
better students and better people,”
said Felice Mancini, President &
CEO of The Mr. Holland’s Opus
Foundation. “They deserve every
tool available to help them receive
a quality education, and we want
to ensure that music is in that
toolbox.”
Beardslee Elementary will receive 56 new instruments – valued
at $67,148 – generously funded
by StubHub, one of the world’s
largest event ticket marketplaces.
The instruments will be used to
expand Beardlee’s current 5-6th
grade band program to include all
4th grade students starting next
school year, 2016-2017.
The Principal, Jeni Romero,
and Band Instructor, Rafael
Arenas, at Beardslee Elementary
were directly involved in the application process and expressed
their delight and gratitude upon
learning of the awarded donation.
“The opportunity to play an incollege. To help them and their
parents better understand the
experience, field trips to tour
college campuses are also part of
the program.
This year students have visited
Cal Poly Pomona, USC, and UC
Riverside.
Bi-weekly tutorial sessions
led by college-tutors from local
universities are also an important
part of the program. Not only do
students receive academic support
in these study sessions, but form
positive peer group connections.
AVID students are held accountable to the highest standards
in order to help them rise to the
challenge and succeed.

BEARDSLEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BAND students with
Band Instructor, Mr. Rafael Arenas.
Photo provided by Duarte Unified School District

strument should be part of every
child’s educational experience,
and now our students have this
chance who might not have been
able to before.
“We thank the Mr. Holland’s
Opus Foundation for their continued support of our district,
for recognizing we are making
every effort to offer quality music
education to our students, and for
making a difference in the lives of
Duarte’s children,” said Principal
Romero.
Duarte Unified is also privileged to have joined an exclusive
group of districts from across
the nation selected by the Mr.
Holland’s Opus Foundation as
Music Education Commitment
Partners. Duarte Unified and
the MHOF began collaborating
to sustain, protect, and further
develop music education in
DUSD in 2013 with an initial
grant to Duarte High School and
Northview Intermediate School
of 67 instruments – valued to be
worth $97,693. Since then, the
Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation

has continued to support the
expansion of the district’s music
education programs K-12.
It is amazing to note that
prior to 2013, there weren’t any
formal music programs offered
at Beardslee or any elementary
school within the district.
Today, because of the generous support of the Mr. Holland’s
Opus Foundation, Duarte Education Foundation, Arts for All and
VH1 Save the Music Foundation,
next year all 4-6th grade students
at Beardslee will have the opportunity to participate in band.
“The Mr. Holland’s Opus
Foundation and the Duarte Unified School District share a common mission: keep music alive
in our schools. The Foundation’s
generosity further increases
Beardslee’s inventory of instruments and subsequently the number of children who can have an
instrument of their own to learn.
This is further proof that in Duarte, music matters,” said Dr. Allan
Mucerino, Superintendent of the
Duarte Unified School District.

At Royal Oaks Elementary a
garden ripe with fresh, organically
grown delights grows under the
careful care of our students. This
real-life, hands-on and experiential learning opportunity incorporates the Common Core State
Standards and Next Generation
Science Standards (N.G.S.S.).
With guidance from teachers,
Kathy Covert and Krysty Leckrone, students are responsible
for tending to every aspect of the
garden from the design, implementation, and maintenance. For
the past two years, the students
have been able to see first-hand
the garden evolve from a plan
on paper and a few pots to what
is now eight raised beds with an
additional herb garden.

Recent additions have included rain barrels, compost bins, and
worm harvest bins. Through generous donors, grants awarded to
the teachers, and district support,
the garden project continues to
grow and students are able to dig
deeper into the learning throughout all core curriculum.
The students’ ultimate goal
is to provide fresh produce to
members of the community by
opening a farm stand at the school
and to be able to give to those less
fortunate so that every family in
Duarte can have a healthy and
affordable meal on their table
each day. To tour the Royal Oaks’
Garden, make a donation to the
project or learn more, call (626)
599-5019.

A N.G.S.S. garden grows
at Royal Oaks Elementary
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DHS GIRLS SOCCER TEAM

DHS GIRLS TENNIS TEAM

Duarte High athletics honored

Honors continue to flow to
the Duarte High School athletics
program after a successful winter
season, including Coach of the
Year for girls basketball coach
Scott Wiard, individual honors
for two players, and a professional
honor for Athletic Director Robyn
Garcia.
Wiard, a first-year head coach
at the age of 25, was named Girls
Basketball Coach of the Year by
the San Gabriel Valley Tribune
for leading the Lady Falcons to
the CIF Championship before
losing to St. Paul in the final
seconds, 45-44.
Wiard was hired as a walk-on
coach and currently handles substitute teaching assignments while
pursuing his teaching credential.
He’s the son of legendary girls
basketball coach Richard Wiard
from Bishop Amat, a winner of
the same award multiple times.
“Scott has great bloodlines
and carries on the tradition of being well prepared and disciplined
as a coach,” said Principal Mark
Sims of Duarte High School.
“He’s the first to admit he had

some very talented players, but
there are plenty of coaches who
cannot be successful with talent.
“He did a remarkable job,
especially with his emphasis on
fundamentals and his real team
approach. The professionalism
in preparation was obvious and
he has a great basketball mind.”
Wiard talked about the award
and advancing to the CIF Finals.
“It was an amazing experience
to get to the CIF Finals,” he said.
“I think it was very rewarding
for the kids who worked so hard
all year to accomplish something
special.”
Two of the Duarte players,
senior MacKenzie Barnes and
sophomore Patricia Morris, were
also honored on the All-San Gabriel Valley team as well as on the
All-CIF-4AA team, a remarkable
feat.
“I don’t think we’ve ever had
two players All-CIF first team,”
said Sims. “It’s a very impressive
accomplishment.”
Barnes averaged 15 points and
six rebounds with five assists and
was named the Montview League

DHS WRESTLING TEAM

DHS GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAM

MVP. Morris is a 6-foot-7 sophomore
who averaged 12 points and 11 rebounds per game and was also named
to the Montview League first team.
Additionally, junior guard Ryley
Thompson was named to the second
team All-San Gabriel Valley and second team All-CIF teams. Thompson
averaged 13 points and 4 rebounds
per game.
Wiard talked about what made his
team special this year in an interview
with the Tribune.
“This year proves that you can
still be successful in high school with
kids from the same neighborhood if
they believe in each other and have a
common goal,” he said.
Duarte’s run to the championship
included a 43-42 semifinal win at
Lompoc which propelled the Lady
Falcons into the finals.
“That game defined who we
were so well,” said Wiard. “The
walk-through and pre-game were
business-like because we knew we
had a job do. Then we stressed what
we did all year: ‘21 minutes of us,’
and we overcame them jumping to
an early lead.”
In addition to the basketball
team’s honors,
Duarte athletic director Garcia was
honored by the
California State
Athletic Directors
Association (CSADA) as its athletic
director of the year
for the CIF Southern Section.
“I felt very
humbled,” said
Garcia, who received the award
at a banquet in San
Diego. She singled
out her assistant,
Wendy Moreno,
for helping her
gain the recognition.

Duarte is having a banner year in sports, in addition to girls basketball. The
girls volleyball team went
to CIF quarterfinals, girls
tennis and soccer made
playoffs appearances, both
boys and girls in wrestling
went to CIF, “and we’re
hopeful that both softball
and baseball can also go to
the CIF playoffs as well,”
Garcia added.
“That award was voted
by her peers,” said Sims.
“She does a lot of outside
work, with the various
associations, work not necessarily associated with our
school athletics program.”

DHS GIRLS BASKETBALL
COACH SCOTT WIARD

DHS VARSITY GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM. Mackenzie
Barnes, top row second from right, and Patricia Morris,
top row fourth from right.

DHS ATHLETIC DIRECTOR ROBYN GARCIA (on right)

12 • Duarte View

June-July 2016

DUSD SCHOOL NEWS

DHS music students give
a Capitol performance

A visiting team from the
Western Association of Schools
and Colleges (WASC) left Duarte
High School (DHS) this month
with a positive reaction and indications of a return to the highest
possible accreditation status.
WASC is an accrediting
commission for high schools and
colleges, and the accreditation
process assures the educational
community, the general public,
and other agencies that a school
has clearly defined objectives
and is on track to implement
improvements.
The WASC three-day visit to
DHS provided a chance for administrators from other districts
to learn about the school, probe
the things it is doing right, ask
questions about past concerns,
and look at the school’s plan for
the future.
“The chairman of the WASC
team said it was a tremendous
visit,” said Principal Mark Sims
of Duarte High School.
“She said the school has
changed considerably since the
last visit two years ago.
“She also said to keep doing
what we’re doing, and to keep
pushing (for improvement).”
WASC visits result in a
school’s accreditation for future
years, and this can range from
as little as one year to as long as
six years, which is the goal of all
schools.
Any accreditation term shorter
than that suggests improvements
that must be made.
Dr. Allan Mucerino, superintendent of schools for Duarte
USD, said, “Accreditation is
integral to a school’s perpetual
cycle of assessment, planning,
implementation, and monitoring,
based upon student achievement.
At the conclusion of the three-day
visit, the WASC team synthesized
their findings in an oral report
to the staff and members of the
community.
“The WASC team was effusive in their praise of Duarte High
School. They reported that the
school demonstrated the capacity
commitment, and competence to
support high-quality learning and
ongoing student improvement.”
Principal Sims said the positive oral report from the WASC
team was “great news for the
staff, and gratifying to everyone
at the school.
“It’s one of the most important steps in our efforts to change
the perceptions of Duarte High
School.”
Sims added that preparing for
WASC was a school-wide project, and “required a lot of effort
from a lot of individuals to make
things work. I’d like to salute the
entire team for their efforts with

DUSD offers award
winning Digital
Photography &
Studio Art programs
Photography is one of the
Career and Technical Education
(CTE) classes offered at Duarte
High School that gives our students a head start on preparing
for college and careers.
Taught by veteran CTE instructor Mr. Levon Yotnakhparian, the course covers the fundamentals of digital photography.
Students learn how to work
cameras, composition, lighting,
and how to use photo editing
software.
You may have seen our
photography students capturing
school and community events or
around campus on shoot assignments.
The high level of their work
was recognized recently at the
San Gabriel Valley District Women’s Club Art and Photography
Competition held on March 11th.
There were nine high schools
entered in the contest and over
70 photos judged.
The photograph entitled “Off
the Path” taken by Duarte High
School student, Kimberly Bossingham, took 1st place!
Also from DHS, Kristy Espinoza earned a 2nd place ribbon
and Maria Huerta was awarded a
3rd place ribbon.
Jakob Woodley and Rocio
Luna received commendations
for their entries.
WASC.”
The Duarte High staff can
expect to receive the final written
report in late May or early June,
at which time the school can formalize the celebration.

VANESSA BLANDINO
is showing her Judges’
Choice Award entry entitled “Sunset Elephant.”

All of these DHS photography
students are to be congratulated
for their artistry.
Congratulations also to Duarte
High School student, Vanessa
Blandino, for her achievement in
the Annual Congressional High
School Art Competition representing the 32nd Congressional
District.
Out of 187 participants, Vanessa was a recipient of the prestigious Judges’ Choice Award for
her winning entry entitled “Sunset
Elephant.”
View Vanessa’s piece as well
as other works of art created by
her classmates in the Studio Art
& Design classes taught by Joel
Jimenez by visiting www.duarteusd.org.

Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich
invites you to ride the

Charter Oak / Duarte

SUMMER BEACH BUS
to

Santa Monica Beach
Bus service begins

June 10, 2016
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Duarte High School
literally took their choir
and band shows on the
road the last week of April
with a four day bus tour of
California’s Capitol City
and the Bay Area.
During their trip they
gave performances at two
high schools: Rosemont
High School in Sacramento
and Rocklin High School
in Rocklin.
Our student musicians
also gave two public performances. One on the
west steps of the Capitol
Building in Sacramento
and another at Pier 39 in
San Francisco.
When they weren’t
singing, dancing and playing their instruments, the
group managed to fit in
time to do some sightseeing
and learning.
Highlights included visits to Sutter’s Fort,
Old Town Sacramento, the California State Railroad Museum, Jelly
Belly Factory and Chinatown. They also took a Bay Cruise, San Fran
City Tour,
rode cable
cars and
explored
Ghirardelli
Square.
Congratulations also
to
the
Northview
Cardinal
Chorale on
a great perNORTHVIEW CARDINAL CHORALE at Marformance
shall Fundamental.
at Marshall
Fundamental on April 20, where they competed in the Southern
California Vocal Association Choral Festival.
They earned the highest rating of Superior!
And, bravo
to the student
actors who
performed in
the powerful
production of
#VIRAL presented by the
Northview
Theater Department.
For more
information
about VAPA
in DUSD, call
(626) 5995019.

Duarte High
receives
high praise
from Accreditation Team

For reservation, schedule
and fare information visit:

www.LAGoBus.info

If you need information in an alternative
format, or want additional information,
please call (888) 769-1122
Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may
make contact by first dialing the California
Relay Service at 7-1-1

This service is sponsored by the County of Los Angeles
DUARTE HIGH Student Leadership Team Members.
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TEEN / COMMUNITY NEWS

Duarte Teen Center

The Duarte Teen Center is
located at 1400 Buena Vista Street
in Duarte. Hours of operation are
Monday through Friday from
3-7 p.m.
All Duarte teens grades 9-12
with high school ID are welcome.
Participation is free, but Teen
Center registration packets must
be filled out and returned.
For more information, please
call (626) 303-0863.
SPECIAL EVENTS AND
ACTIVITIES
Hip Hop Dance Classes (2week intensive sessions at the
beginning of each month)
Come learn the latest dance
moves, hip hop techniques, meet
new friends, and showcase your
talent! Classes will be held Tuesday and Thursdays from 3:30 to
6:30 p.m.
Art Exploration Class-

es (3 week intensive sessions
on Mondays and Wednesdays,
June-August)
Students will learn the fundamentals of painting, sculpture,
and much more!
Summer Kick Off BBQ/
Graduation Party!
On Tuesday, May 31, at 3:30
p.m. the Teen Center will have a
Summer Kick Off BBQ/Graduation Party. Enjoy cheeseburgers,
chips, fresh fruit, and a beverage
for only $1. Graduates eat free!
REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Boys Night Out – This program is for teen boys grades 9-12.
Come join this club just for guys!
Fun trips, group discussions,
sports and much more! The group
will meet Tuesdays from 4-5:30
p.m. July 5 & 19 and August 9
& 23.
Drama Club – The drama

club will meet once a week. Club members will
participate in poetry jams, oratory, skits, and improvisation. Class meets Fridays from 3:30-5 p.m.
Membership fee is $5 every 6 months
Nutrition/Cooking Class – Learn to make
quick and easy nutritious meals, while having fun
with friends! Class meets once a week. Wednesday
at 3:30-5 p.m. Fee is $2 per class.
Girls Night Out – This free program is for teen
girls grades 9-12. Discuss various topics ranging
from peer pressure, goals, self esteem, relationships
and much more. The group will meet Wednesdays
from 3:30-5 p.m. July 8 & 22 and August 12 & 26.
Work it Out! – Come join Teen Center staff for
“Work it Out” a fitness program for teens! Video
workouts, walking excursions, circuit training, and
nutrition tips! Come get fit with friends! Class is
held Thursdays from 4-5 p.m.
SUMMER THEME WEEKS START!
Teen Summer Olympics Week!
June 13-June 17 from 3-5 p.m., teams will
compete all week long in various summer Olympic
games with Teen Center staff as their leader! Track
and Field, Boxing, Volleyball, Table Tennis, Basketball and much more! The week will end with a
softball game and the awarding of the gold, silver
and bronze medals!
Splash Madness Week!
Come hang out at the Center
June 27-July 1 from 3-5 p.m.
and join us for water games
all week, contest, super soaker
fun and more! Highlight of the
week an excursion to Raging
Waters for $35!
Raging Waters Trip
Thursday, June 30, Fee:
$35. Departs Teen Center at 9
a.m. and returns at 5 p.m.
Amazing Acts Week!
A week of theatre arts, skits,
poetry jam and the week will
end with a Mardi Gras Celebration!!
July 18-July 22, 3-5 p.m.,
Fee: Free
Hip Hop Dance Camp
Explosion!
This camp will be a high
energy, fun, educational course
breaking down Hip Hop movement for all levels of dancers. It
will end in a culminating dance
routine to a new and popular
Hip Hop song. Classes are free.
July 18-July 22, 9 a.m.-12
p.m.
Hip Hop Advanced Class!
July 18-July 22, 1-4 p.m.
Must have prior dance experience or prior Hip Hop class
attendance.
It a Small World After all
Week!
A week full of exploring
other countries and their traditions, music, beautiful displays
and a special closing event with
dinner! Global Peace and Unity
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is the theme!
August 1-August 5, 3-5 p.m
TOURNAMENTS
Tournaments are held at 3 p.m. and are FREE!
Pool Kings Tournament
On Thursday, June 23, come test your skills with
the best hot shots you got! Prizes awarded to the top
winners! Contact Teen Center for more information!
3 Point Shoot Out Contest!
Come and “wet” the hoop in the Duarte Teen
Center 3 point shoot out contest on Wednesday,
July 27. Each contestant will get 1 minute to shoot
as many 3 point shots for a total score, top winners
will receive prizes! Come and get ya hoop on!
Youth Boxing Program
Join the fun and excitement with Duarte Boxing
Program at the Duarte Teen Center! Boys and girls
ages 8-18 years old are welcome! You’ll learn all
of the fundamentals of boxing and get in incredible
shape! Make new friends, feel more confident about
yourself and have lots of fun!
You will gain flexibility, stamina, and coordination as well as make new friends. Our knowledgeable
trainers provide a safe and stimulating learning environment for all levels of youth. You can train for
fun and physical activity or for a chance to compete
against other youth in the United States and at our
annual Boxing Show. The Duarte Teen Center Gym
is open Monday through Thursday from 4 p.m. to
8 p.m. and Friday from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. There is a
$10 monthly fee for each participant. Non-residents
are welcome for $20 per month. Register now at the
Duarte Teen Center.
Call (626) 303-0863 for more information or just
stop by to see if you are interested.
DUARTE BOXING CLUB
YOUTH BOXING SHOW!
SAVE THE DATE!!!
Saturday, August 20, 1 p.m.
Admission: $8 advance tickets on sale at Duarte
Teen Center/ $10 at the door (Children 11 years &
under $3, Children 3 years & under free.)
Location: Duarte High School Gym, 1565 Central Ave.
Attention all boxing fans! The Duarte Youth
Boxing Club is proud to announce the presentation
of the Duarte Youth Boxing Club Boxing Show.
This will be an exciting day for fans and supporters
of amateur youth boxing in Duarte and surrounding
communities.
Doors will open at 11:30 a.m. First bout begins
at 1 p.m.
Championship trophies will be awarded! Special
guest appearances featuring former boxing champions and a delicious snack bar will be on site.

FDL

Continued from page 9

The Summer Reading Program received two generous gifts,
one from the Duarte HS Emblem
Club for $500 and an anonymous
donation for $750. These monies
provide a fun summer of books,
movies, prizes and reading most
of all. Several donations have
also been given in the name of
Patricia De Rose, who recently
died, for the Pat De Rose Scholarship Fund, given to a student at
Duarte High School and Mount
Olive Innovation and Technology
(M.I.T.) High School, based on an
application essay and merit.
The Friends are able to provide supplemental resources to
the Duarte library through the
generosity of many people in
and out of our community. Please
think about becoming a member
of or donating to the Friends of
the Duarte Library. The library is
located at 1301 Buena Vista. Any
questions please call Susan Nock,
President of the Friends, at (626)
357-7273 or email us at friendsoftheduartelibrary@gmail.com.
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Kathy Kirchner honored Museum Status of San Gabriel
Mountains National
with Older Americans needs
volunteers Monument explained
Recognition Award
The Duarte Historical Museum needs volunteers to help
scan local newspapers going
back to the 1940s.
Our Curator, Dilip Tiwari,
will train the volunteers and
oversee them until they are able
to work on their own schedule.
The scanning will take
place at the museum in Encanto
Park.
If you would like to help,
please call Dilip at (818) 4829335 or email him at: architect.
tiwari@gmail.com.

DUARTEAN KATHY KIRCHNER (second from right) is receiving
an Older Americans Recognition Award from (l-r) Diana Love,
Commissioner, LA County Commission for Older Adults; Linda
Yamauchi, President, LA County Commission for Older Adults;
Duarte Mayor Pro Tem Margaret Finlay; LA County Supervisor
Michael Antonovich; and Cynthia Banks, Director, LA County
Community and Senior Services.

Older Americans from 26
LA County District 5 cities and
agencies were recognized for
their volunteer services to their
community at a luncheon on May
12 at the Kenneth Hahn Hall of
Administration in Los Angeles.
Kathy Kirchner was the 2016
nominee from Duarte. Her name
and biography were submitted by
Peggy Diamond, City of Duarte
Senior Center Supervisor. LA
County Supervisor Michael Antonovich presented certificates to
all the honorees.
Accompanying Kathy to the
program were Duarte Mayor
Pro Tem Margaret Finlay, Parks
& Recreation Director Cesar
Monsalve, Peggy Diamond, and
Kathy’s husband, Jim.
Following is Kathy’s biography:
Long time City of Duarte
volunteer Kathy Kirchner was
born in 1946 in Santa Monica,
but grew up and went to school
in Montebello.
In 1968, Kathy married Jim
Kirchner and while Jim was serving in the U.S. Army they lived
in Fayetteville, North Carolina,
and Heidelberg, Germany. It was
there that their first son, Dennis,
was born.
The Kirchners returned to the
U.S. and moved back to Montebello in late 1969 until 1974,
the same year their second son,
Jeremy, was born, before moving
to Norco.
In Norco they lived an adventurous life on a half-acre “ranch”
where the family raised their own
cattle, pigs and turkeys and had a
vegetable garden. Kathy’s father,
Bob, couldn’t stop laughing when
he first saw his daughter straddling a young calf bottle-feeding
it.
The Kirchners moved to
Duarte in 1982. Their two sons
graduated from Duarte schools.
During that time, Kathy worked
for Kaiser Permanente and after
20 years she retired in 2004.
Kathy has been a dedicated
member of the Duarte Woman’s
Club, serving since 1986 in many
capacities including Auditor
and Treasurer. In 1991 she was
“Thanks to the Interstate Highway System, it is now possible to
travel from coast to coast without
seeing anything.”
– Charles Kuralt, reporter, host
of “On the Road” television series

named Duarte Woman’s Club Woman
of the Year.
Kathy is currently volunteering
doing computer data entry at Foothill
Unity Center. She has also volunteered
with the Duarte Reading Circle and the
Duarte Historical Society. She served on
the Duarte Community Service Council
Board of Directors for 10 years. She was
a volunteer with the Duarte Community
Education Council and the Duarte High
School PTA.
Kathy has been a long-time dedicated
volunteer at the Duarte Senior Center
where she does computer related work.
Kathy was appointed this year to serve
on the City of Duarte’s Public Services
Commission.
Kathy enjoys crocheting and often
donates afghans to organizations for
fundraising. Kathy is an avid Dodger fan
and attends as many games as possible.
She also is a fan, and an owner, of the
Green Bay Packers.
Kathy and Jim, a former Duarte
Mayor and Council Member, and current
Duarte Chamber of Commerce CEO,
enjoy travelling, especially cruise ship
tours that she enjoys as her favorite way
to see as much of the world as she can.
Kathy is a Duarte treasure and the
City is proud to recognize her for her
commitment to the Duarte community.

In a state of flux and uncertainty, the status of the San Gabriel
Mountains National Monument is a bit difficult to comprehend.
The many obstacles and the few strides were presented by Nathan
Judy of the U.S. Forest Service in a presentation at the Duarte
Historical Museum in Encanto Park on April 15.
Boundaries were drawn when President Obama designated a
SGMNM covering 346,177 acres of the Angeles National Forest.
However, funding is not yet available and details are sketchy.
Fielding dozens of questions from the audience, Judy’s general response was that the Monument is in the planning phase
and input from experts and the general public is being gathered
before a comprehensive plan is finalized.
A free map of the designated area is available at the Museum,
777 Encanto Parkway in Duarte, which is open Sat.1-4 p.m. and
the first and third Wed. monthly from 1-3 p.m. Admission is free.
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NEW DUARTE CHAMBER MEMBERS

HOSPICE OF GRACE
351 E. Foothill Blvd. #250, Arcadia 91006
(818) 553-6646
www.hospiceofgrace.com
Hospice of Grace is a leading provider of hospice care services in Southern California. Our team works closely with the patient’s family and physician to meet the
patient’s needs in the comfort of their own home, or in the residence of their choice.
Hospice of Grace takes a progressive approach to hospice nursing and care, focusing
our energies on bringing this gift to more eligible patients and developing new ways
to better serve the patients who entrust us with their care.

BAKLAVA LAND BAKERY
1231 Huntington Dr., Duarte 91010
(626) 303-1796
www.baklavaland.weebly.com
In an unsuspecting area of the San Gabriel Valley, in the center of Duarte, California
operates a family-owned business with allot of heart and commitment to bringing tasty
flavors to the area. While many places sell baklava, but there isn’t a friendlier and
cozy place to get away and sip on strong Armenian coffee with the afternoon pastry
than Baklava Land. There is a variety of Baklava pastries, as well as cookies, eclairs,
cream puffs, individual cakes, and custom-made special occasion cakes. Take your
sweet palette, aside before you go home and take home fresh-baked croissants and
pitas flavored in “Za’atar”. A seasoning that is a combination mixture of marjoram,
oregano, sumac, and other spices best known among the Middle Eastern cultures.
Everything is homemade with patience, care, and a variety that is unstoppable to the
shoppers in this community.
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BROOKDALE MONROVIA
201 E. Foothill Blvd., Monrovia 91016
(626) 301-0204
www.brookdale.com
Brookdale Monrovia is a premier assisted living community serving seniors and
their families from Monrovia and other towns northeast of Los Angeles, from Pasadena to West Covina. We provide senior assisted living options, customized for each
resident. Assisted Living is for seniors who need a little help with mobility and daily
tasks from trained caregivers, while enjoying the convenience of pampering services
and the privacy of their own apartment. This customized service gives residents the
specific type of personalized aid they need to make their lives easier and healthier,
while enabling them to live as independently as possible. At Brookdale Monrovia,
you’ll be prepared for different possibilities of senior living. If your health requires
more attention in the future, we have progressive care options that may enable you
to stay in in your home here through many of the upcoming ages and stages of your
senior life, surrounded by your friends, favorite caregivers, and familiar surroundings.
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DUARTE CHAMBER IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS

DUARTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Open for Business

1634 Third St., Duarte, CA 91010 • www.DuarteChamber.com
(626) 357-3333 • info@duartechamber.com
How can we help you succeed in your business?
A Big Thank You to local Restaurants who participated in State of the City

Chamber

Networking
Events
NETWORK BREAKFAST
Come meet new members and
network your business!
at Cabrera’s Mexican Cuisine
1856 Huntington Dr., Duarte
Meets third Tuesday of the month

DMN Filipino Restaurant

Thai City Restaurant

Also Thanks to Other State
of the City Contributors ...

Wild Thyme Pizza

Mayor Sam Kang
Federico’s Bakery
Sushi Fire Restaurant
D’Aquino Italian Importing
Upper SGV Municipal Valley Water
District

Thank you for participating in
SHOP & DINE in Duarte!
Congratulations to Liz Hazehon for
winning 2 tickets to Taste of Duarte
We look forward to doing more events
to help local businesses.
If you have any suggestions,
please contact the Duarte Chamber.
We are listening and ready to help!

Join the Duarte Chamber of Commerce
* Business grand opening & ribbon cutting ceremony
* Referrals to your business
* Networking events
* Free business seminars
* Free publicity in Duarte View newspaper
* Website Traffic Catcher Site including unique URL
* Business and marketing counseling
* Duarte Chamber membership certificate

www.duartechamber.com

Tuesday, June 21 & July 19

LADIES BROWN BAG
NETWORK LUNCH
For location contact the chamber office
Meets last Tuesday of the month,

Tuesday, June 28 & July 26
Make your reservations through the
online calendar at
www.duartechamber.com
or call (626) 357-3333

Starting a business or
already have a business
but don’t have a
Website Domain Name?
Call the Duarte Chamber
It’s FREE
with your membership!

We’re here to help!
(626) 357-3333

1634 Third St., Duarte

How does
anyone know
you’re there

?

Advertise in the Duarte View
community newspaper!
10,000 circulation!
Delivered to ALL Duarte
residents and businesses!
Contact Diana Burckhard
(626) 357-3333
diana@duartechamber.com

