
 

The National Mining Hall of Fame & Museum cordially       

invites you to a welcome reception for  

 

Stephen Whittington 

 

March 13, 2014 

5:00 pm  - 6:30 pm 

Hennenbach Wing of the Museum  

(use the main entrance) 

120 W. 9th Street 

Leadville, Colorado  

Light appetizers will be served 

RSVP - March 11, 2014 (email or call 719-486-1229) 

 

Please come by to meet the Museum Director and  

welcome him to our community 

 

 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank           

Dr. Vincent Matthews for accepting the duties of Interim    

Director while the search for the new Director was being 

conducted. 



After a nationwide search, the Board of Directors of the National Mining 

Hall of Fame & Museum (“NMHF&M”) has appointed Dr. Stephen L. Whit-

tington as its new Executive Director. Dr. Whittington brings more than 20 

years of experience in leading successful museums, as well as an impres-

sive background in academics, publications and community involvement. 

Most recently the Director of the Museum of Anthropology at Wake Forest 

University in Winston-Salem, NC, Dr. Whittington is also Director of the Te-

ozacoalco Archaeological Project in Oaxaca, Mexico.  

Chairman of the NMHF&M Board of Directors, Paul C. Jones said, “We are 

very pleased to have someone of Dr. Whittington’s caliber as our next Ex-

ecutive Director. He brings to our organization sound knowledge and ex-

pertise in museum management.” Jones continued, “We believe Dr. Whit-

tington’s capabilities will take the National Mining Hall of Fame & Museum to the next level of nation-

al recognition in order to achieve our goal of telling the story of mining, its people and its importance 

to the American public. We welcome Dr. Whittington as a key member of our organization.”  

A native of Denver, Colorado, Dr. Whittington has spent much of his career on the East Coast, serving 

as a Director on the Boards of several state and regional museum associations, including an appoint-

ment by the Governor of Maine to the State Museum Commission. Earlier in his career, he was in-

volved in geology fieldwork, interned at a geological museum, worked as a paralegal on a case involv-

ing the uranium industry and now welcomes the opportunity to move back to Colorado and into the 

mining industry. Dr. Whittington will assume his responsibilities at the NMHF&M in Leadville in early 

March.  

In addition to his post at the Museum of Anthropology at Wake Forest University, Dr. Whittington is an 

Adjunct Associate Professor of Anthropology there. He has also done archaeological research in sev-

eral Latin American countries. Prior to his engagement at Wake Forest University he served as Direc-

tor of the Hudson Museum at the University of Maine, was Project Coordinator of the College of 

Health and Human Development at Pennsylvania State University, Assistant Curator of Collections at 

the Wyoming Historical & Geological Society in Wilkes-Barre, PA, and he has served in several other 

related positions. Dr. Whittington holds a PhD. and an M.A. in Anthropology from Pennsylvania State 

University and an A.B. in Anthropology from the University of Chicago. He is active in the Society for 

American Archeology and the Association of Academic Museum & Galleries among other professional 

organizations, and he has authored and reviewed numerous technical publications.  

Steve and his wife Christine, a library director, have been married for 34 years and have two adult 

children, Daniel who lives in Denver, and Quinn who is attending Appalachian State University in 

Boone, NC. The Whittingtons engage in many pastimes and are avid pet lovers.  

The National Mining Hall of Fame and Museum, established by Joint Congressional Resolution in 

1988, is the only federally chartered national mining hall of fame and museum, but is privately sup-

ported. Its support, activities, and focus are national in scope. Its mission is to “Tell the story about 

mining, its people, and its importance to the American public”. The 20,000 square-foot museum in 

Leadville, CO, houses the 223 information plaques honoring the Mining Hall of Fame inductees as 

well as a comprehensive display of mining artifacts and information, attracting tens of thousands of 

visitors each year.  

 


