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Airport’s Bill Potter Wins Prestigious State Transportation Award 

BRPH, The Austin Company and airport win Project of the Year 

MELBOURNE, FL (July 25, 2017) – Orlando Melbourne International Airport (MLB) officials received two of Florida 

Department of Transportation’s (FDOT) top awards in aviation. William C. Potter’s 40-plus year career representing 

MLB as board chairman and airport attorney was honored with this year’s Distinguished Aviation Service Award. MLB 

also came out on top with the state’s award for Airport Project of the Year for the Embraer Legacy expansion, sharing 

the accolade with project contractor The Austin Company and project architect BRPH. 

“Bill Potter has been instrumental in the growth and success at Orlando Melbourne International Airport,” says Greg 

Donovan, A.A.E., airport executive director. “His accomplishments go way beyond MLB, having made tremendous 

enhancements throughout the aviation industry worldwide. We could not be more proud or thankful for his leadership, 

experience and dedication.” 

 

Potter, a decorated retired Colonel of the United States Air Force, has had a significant impact on the aviation 

industry. Throughout his career, he was an active member of Airports Council International’s Legal Committee, a 

lobbyist in Washington, D.C. for Florida’s airports and economic development, and led a group of international 

advisors and worked with organizations like International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) to reconstruct the civil aviation system in Bosnia and Herzegovina after years of war and 

unrest. 

 

MLB’s Embraer Legacy Expansion Project was selected as Airport Project of the Year based on several factors, 

including its contribution to bringing jobs to the community, overcoming challenges from Hurricane Matthew, 

construction planning that allowed continued Phenom jet production to be uninterrupted, and its cost-effectiveness.  

http://www.mlbair.com/Default.aspx?tabid=142&Article=158


 

ABOUT ORLANDO MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (MLB) 

Orlando Melbourne International Airport (MLB) is the Atlantic coast gateway to Florida, and is the closes airport to 

Port Canaveral, NASA’s Kennedy Space Center, and 72 miles of breathtaking beaches.  Located conveniently to 

Orlando’s theme parks, it has nearly 500,000 passengers annually. MLB is served by Delta Air Lines, American 

Airlines, Porter Airlines and Elite Airways with 3 runways, a 200,000 sq. ft. terminal, and a 40,000 sq. ft. customs 

facility as part of FTZ #136.  Airport tenants include Harris Corp (world HQ), Embraer, Northrop Grumman, L3, 

General Dynamics, GE Transportation, Thales Group, Rockwell Collins and others.  For more information, 

visit www.MLBair.com. 
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