
 
 

Human Space Exploration Update  (June 29 – July 2, 2015) 
 
Congress 
 

 House Science Committee Hearing on ISS:  House plans ISS hearing for July 10 amid 
reactions to SpaceX launch failure  The House Science, Space and Technology Committee set 
July 10 for a hearing on the status of the International Space Station in the aftermath of Sunday's 
launch explosion of the seventh SpaceX cargo mission to the International Space Station 

 
International Space Station 
 

 Time in Space Record:  Russian cosmonaut sets record for most time in space  Russian 
cosmonaut Gennady Padalka has become the person with the most time accumulated in space. 
He surpassed the 803 day mark established by fellow cosmonaut Sergei Krikalev. Padalka, 57, 
the current commander of the International Space Station, is scheduled to return to Earth in 
September, ending his fifth trip to orbit and establishing a new record of 877 days. 

 
Orion and Space Launch System 

 
 Orion Crew Module Adapter:  https://blogs.nasa.gov/orion/2015/06/24/crew-module-adapter-

simulator-arrives-to-nasa-glenns-plum-brook-station-for-testing/  Arrives as NASA Glenn’s Plum 
Brook Station in Ohio for testing. 
 

 Advocating for SLS:  Op-ed: New rocket essential for next step in space  Human exploration 
beyond low Earth orbit will require NASA's planned Space Launch System exploration rocket, 
write previous NASA Administrator Mike Griffin and Dan Dumbacher, NASA's deputy associate 
administrator for human exploration and operations. 
 

 RS-25 Rocket Engine Test:  SLS development engine test fire #4 ignites with longest duration 
firing yet  Engineers at NASA's Stennis Space Center completed their longest ground test firing 
so far of a RS-25 rocket engine like the ones that will power the first stage of NASA's Space 
Launch System exploration rocket. The test engine burned for 650 seconds. The first flight test of 
an SLS rocket is planned in 2018. 
 

Commercial Space Transportation 

 
 SpaceX Launch:  How significant is the loss of SpaceX's Falcon 9  Look back to the earliest 

days of U.S. rocket development to better understand launch failure in historical perspective. 
(See also:  Don't let failure slow commercial space push: Editorial, Budget cuts harm commercial 
space program, Sen. Nelson says ) 
 

Space Budgets, Policy, Missions, Benefits, International … 

 
 Asteroid Redirect Mission:  Asteroid Redirect Mission To Redirect Asteroid, After All   A key 

goal of the robotic portion of NASA's Asteroid Redirect Mission is to change the course of an 
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asteroid while extracting a boulder form the surface and maneuvering the large rock into orbit 
around the moon. The cost of the mission's complex robotic spacecraft is $1.25 billion. That 
phase of the mission could be launched in 2020. The second phase, an encounter by astronauts 
launched in an Orion capsule atop a Space Launch System exploration rocket, would follow in 
2025. A NASA official recently reasserted the goal of altering the host asteroid's course as a 
mission goal. 
 

 The Value of Space Exploration:  What is the space program good for?  A report looks to the 
words of the late Wernher von Braun, of NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center, for an enduring 
answer to the question of space program relevancy raised in the Apollo-era. "The space program 
today has become the cutting edge of technological progress. It is the demanding requirements 
that NASA imposes on industry that keeps our industry sharp. It enables us to do things that have 
never been done before," von Braun told a Manned Spaceflight Awareness audience gathered at 
the Kennedy Space Center on Oct. 10, 1968. 
 

 US-China Space Dialogue:  U.S., China agree to bilateral civil space cooperation dialogue  
Secretary of State John Kerry agreed to establish a "U.S.-China Civil Space Cooperation 
Dialogue."  A State Department spokesman says the first meeting will be held before the end of 
October, but could not provide any other details, other than to say future talks as framed are not 
prohibited by current law blocking bi-lateral space cooperation, according to the report. Kerry's 
comment followed a June 22-24 session between the two powers on strategic and economic 
issues. 
 

 Commercial Space Policy:  Stallmer: Commercial space industry get a boost  In an op-ed, Eric 
Stallmer, president of the Commercial Space Flight Federation, urges support for the SPACE 
ACT and the Commercial Space Launch Competitiveness Act, legislation making its way through 
the U.S. House and Senate that would extend the "learning period" for the commercial space 
industry and its regulation as well as seek clarification for the uses of resources obtained by the 
private sector as it ventures into space. 

 
Florida 
 

 Astronaut Scholarship Foundation:  As early astronauts die, foundation looks beyond them for 
support  The Florida-based Astronaut Scholarship Foundation, which got its start with financial 
contributions from the early U.S. astronauts --  people with household names like John Glenn -- is 
turning to prospective corporate donors and foundations for support to fund the educations of 
students with talents in the STEM fields 

 
Citizens for Space Exploration – a pro-space, taxpayer, grassroots advocacy group 
(http://www.bayareahouston.com/content/c_s_e/c_s_e) – has travelled to Washington, D.C. the past 23 
years to meet face-to-face with Members/staff of Congress to discuss the value of America’s investment 
in space exploration. In order to sustain that dialogue on a regular basis, Citizens distributes “Space 
Exploration Update” to Congressional offices on a weekly basis.  The intent is to provide an easy, quick 
way to stay abreast of key human space exploration program and policy developments.  
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