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Dear Mill Valley residents, business owners and visitors, 
The energy in the 94941 at the outset of summer is palpable – all of us are 
getting ready for summer, with families nearing the end of the school year, 
gearing up for a summer calendar full of an amazing array of great local events.  
We all know about the momentous Memorial Day weekend (May 22-25), with 
the Parade, the Mill Valley Volunteer Firefighter’s Association’s Pancake 
Breakfast and the Kiddo! Carnival and Community Celebration. Just one week 
later, we have one of Mill Valley’s iconic events, the 34th Annual Wine, Beer & 
Gourmet Food Tasting, benefiting the Mill Valley Chamber of Commerce & 
Visitor Center and Kiddo! But while the beginning of the summer is packed, this 
year's summer of fun rarely relents.  
On June 14, Mill Valley becomes the epicenter of the running world as host of 
the Dipsea Race, the oldest trail race in the United States. That weekend, gypsy 
jazz fans flock to the Throckmorton Theatre for the annual DjangoFest. 
There’s arguably no better local community gathering than the Arts 
Commission’s free Comedy in the Plaza event on June 17, with some of the 
best comedians in the business making us laugh hysterically. 
The summer comes to a close with two free quintessential Mill Valley events. 
For four Sundays in August, the Arts Commission’s Concerts on the Plaza live 
music series celebrates its 30th Anniversary of providing the perfect summer 
soundtrack. And August 28, our free Movies in the Park series, a collaboration 
with the California Film Institute, kicks off in Old Mill Park with a screening of 
Maleficent, followed by Big Hero 6 on Sept. 25 and The Wizard of Oz on Oct. 16. 
Whether they make us want to eat drink, laugh, cry or dance, all of these 
events celebrate the natural beauty, artistic creativity and economic vibrancy 
that surround us here in Mill Valley. For us, this summer is all about 
community. We invite you to come to the events in our comprehensive 
calendar on page 16, rub elbows and share a laugh, a bite, a sip or a hip-shake 
with your neighbors and friends and revel in the small town character that 
makes this place so special! 

Cheers to the Summer, 

Elizabeth Suzuki  Jenny Rogers 
Board Chair Director 
Mill Valley Chamber of Commerce Mill Valley Recreation 
& Visitor Center  City of Mill Valley 



MMV Moms Connect Through Their Kiddos, Launch 
TTwo of the Tastiest Businesses in Town 
When Nicole Palmer and Leigh Judson recently 
needed a model to be on a promotional banner for 
their year-old Batter World pancake batter, they 
chose their friend Karen Olson’s son Braden. 
The red-headed sixth grader is far from the only 
thing Palmer, Judson, Olson and friend Kristin 
Silmore have in common.  
At the 34th Annual Wine, Beer & Gourmet Food Tasting on May 31 in 
downtown Mill Valley, the four moms will be showcasing Batter World and 
Carrot Top Treats, two of the tastiest businesses in the 94941 – and they have 
their kids to thank for it. The women are among the nearly 30 gourmet food 
purveyors participating in the event, along with more than 65 premium 
wineries, 11 breweries and 12 local restaurants and chefs. 
Palmer and Judson, who met at the sandbox in Julius 
Kahn Playground in San Francisco where their 
respective kids were playing, are serving up Batter 
World, their pancake batter made with all-natural 
ingredients and sold fresh-frozen in a re-sealable 
pouch to preserve nutrients and taste.  
In just a year since its inception, demand for Batter World has exploded – it’s 
available at 90 stores, including Mill Valley Market, the longtime sponsor and 
curator of the landmark local event on May 31st event. 
“Making pancakes from scratch is a hassle – and so is cleanup,” Palmer says. 
“You can cook this batter on the griddle within minutes, and you feel like a 
hero in the morning.” 
Palmer, who lives in the Alto neighborhood, says Batter World’s big break was 
connecting with distributor Tony’s Fine Foods in Sacramento.  
“Before that, we were just delivering it ourselves in our cars,” she says with a 
laugh.  

At a nearby table on May 31, Olson and Silmore will be 
dishing out their almost criminally tasty-yet-healthy 
Carrot Top Treats. The moniker hails from their red-
headed sons, Oliver and Braden, who hit it off in 
kindergarten at Edna Maguire and have stayed friends 
ever since – as have their moms. 
Carrot Top’s fare at the May 31st Gourmet Food Tasting 
will include brownies, molasses whoopee pies, salted 

caramel and Oreo sugar cookies. The 2014 edition of the signature local event 
served as a coming-out party of sorts for Carrot Top Treats, as Mill Valley 
Market had just begun carrying their products. 



Silmore and Olson, who hit it off over a love of baking, began exchanging 
recipes and eventually supplying school fundraisers and their kids’ sporting 
events with their treats. When they proved a huge hit at a fundraiser for the 
Edna Maguire Garden in 2013, they decided to step it up. The pair took 
advantage of the then-fledgling Cottage Food Operations legislation signed into 
law by Gov. Jerry Brown, allowing home kitchens to be certified for legal sale of 
goods.  
Now Silmore and Olson are striking a balance between spreading the word 
about their products without growing faster than they can handle right now. In 
addition to the Market, Carrot Top Treats are available at Juice Girl, where 
owner Melora Johnson can barely keep up with her customers’ – mostly moms 
and Tam High and Middle School students – insatiable appetite for Carrot Top 
Treats. Scott Valley Swimming and Tennis Club and Coyote Coffee in Tam 
Junction also carry Carrot Top Treats, and Silmore and Olson have expanded 
into catering, even making treats for their realtor friends’ open houses.  
“We’re totally happy where the business is right now,” Silmore says. “We’re 
full-time moms, we love what we’re doing with Carrot Top Treats and we’re 
both still able to absolutely enjoy where we live.” 

Sponsored by Mill Valley Market since 1981, the 34th Annual Mill Valley Wine, 
Beer and Gourmet Food Tasting, returns to the Downtown Plaza on May 31 (1–
4pm), with proceeds going to the Mill Valley Chamber of 
Commerce and Kiddo!, the Mill Valley Schools Community Foundation. 
This special North Bay event brings together all the best aspects of California 
living into one exciting afternoon set against the backdrop of beautiful Mill 
Valley. The Mill Valley Wine & Gourmet Food Tasting features wine from more 
than 60 wineries and fine craft beers from 10 breweries and food from nearly 
30 food purveyors and 12 local restaurants and chefs. 
Known for a wide selection of hard to find wines, this event is not to be missed 
by anyone who is a fan of fine crafted beverages and foods. The event is 
produced by Steven Restivo Event Services. 
The event also features complimentary valet bicycle parking, provided by 
the Marin County Bicycle Coalition and sponsored by Tam Bikes in Mill Valley.

 



THANK YOU 
The Mill Valley Chamber of Commerce would like to thank all of our 

participating sponsors, businesses, community organizations and 
partners for their generous support of the 34th Annual Wine, Beer & 

Gourmet Food Tasting. 

EVENT SPONSORS  

MEDIA SPONSORS 

 

  
 

SERVICE PARTNERS 
 

 
 
 









Milk for our butter and cheese comes from grass-fed, happy California cows that are free from 
growth hormones and filled with creamy deliciousness. Visit our 100-year-old creamery in 

Petaluma for free cheese tastings, BBQ sandwiches, and our hand-packed ice cream. 
Petaluma Creamery | 621 Western Ave. Petaluma CA 94952 | 707-762-3446 | springhillcheese.com

OUR FARM TO YOUR TABLE

1/2 OFF 
Bottled Wine

Wednesdays





MARIN’S PREMIER LIVE MUSIC & PRIVATE EVENT VENUE 

DRINKS | FOOD | MUSIC
• FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT OPEN ALL DAY

• WEEKEND BRUNCH ON SUNNY PATIO

• FREE OPEN MIC MONDAYS

• LIVE MUSIC EVERY NIGHT

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE EVENTS AND PARTIES OF 30-300 PEOPLE 
EMAIL AARON@SWMH.COM

19 CORTE MADERA AVE | MILL VALLEY, CA | SWEETWATERMUSICHALL.COM



IInspirations, Phenoms  aand TThrowbacks  ––  FFour Sundays 
oof Concerts in the Plaza  tto Make You Shake Those Hips  

On Sunday August 2 and the trio of Sundays that follow it, a 30-year-old Mill 
Valley tradition continues with the Mill Valley Arts Commission’s Concerts in 
the Plaza.  

The events – free and open to the public on the Depot Plaza – feature two 
bands each on the first four Sunday afternoons in August. Concerts on the 
Plaza begin at 2 pm Sunday, with each band playing for 45 minutes.   

This year’s lineup runs the gamut, from emerging starlets to local vets, and 
covers a wide range of sonic territory. Here they are: 

SSunday, August 2, 2015 
The Tik Tax – 2–2:45pm    

Founded in September of 2010 and specializing in 80’s songs made by female 
musicians – The GoGo's, Pat Benatar, Bangles, Joan Jett etc. – this group 
features Lena Kyle on bass, Zoe Vavrek on keyboards, Samantha Shapiro on 
drums and vocals and Hayley Newman on guitar and lead vocals. The Fairfax 
and San Anselmo area high schoolers have performed at The Sleeping Lady, 
Cascade Canyon School Variety Show, KickIt Soccer Fest, The Yes Fest, Earth 
Day Marin, Octoberfest, The Manor Winter Faire, The EcoFest at the Fairfax 
Festival, the Marin County Fair, Hopmonk, Novato and more.  

Todd Morgan & the Emblems – 3–3:45pm 

This Sacramento-based band has truly unearthed a new and exciting side to 
rock, melding every faction and era of American music, from early jazz and 
blues to present day pop and rock, along with healthy splashes of soul and 
R&B, complete with exhilarating piano, vocal work and stage performance. The 
band’s history dates back to 2007, when they emerged, primarily performing 
and writing songs in the style of 50’s rock. Vocalist, songwriter, pianist and 
guitarist Todd Morgan felt the need to create and develop his own style and 
sound, and in 2012, this resulted in the release of the second album, Reality, 
which far outsold its predecessor. Todd and his band, which consists of guitarist 
Patrick Owen, bassist Jessica Luna and drummer Cameron Womack, returned 
to the studio in 2014 to record a new album loaded with 15 original songs, all 
penned by Morgan. The new album, Sweet Pretender, is set for release in 2015. 
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SSunday, August 9  
LLinda Imperial – 2–2:45pm 

The Linda Imperial Band consists of six dedicated musicians, who's only mission 
is to give you a smokin', red hot, hard-driving rock & roll blues sound. Fronted 
by the powerful pipes of singer Linda Imperial, the band features Linda 
Imperial, Steve Valverde, Peter Harris, Doug Freedman, David Kaffinetti and 
David Freiberg, the multi-instrumentalist who holds the singular distinction of 
having been associated with more of the original San Francisco bands than any 
individual, boasting membership in Quicksilver Messenger Service, Jefferson 
Airplane (briefly) and Jefferson Starship.  

Lorin Rowan & Caribbean Bleu – 3–3:45pm 

Fronted by Lorin Rowan, singer/songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, founding 
member of the Marin County rock-reggae band The Edge and a member of the 
legendary Rowan Brothers musical family from the musical family the Rowan 
Brothers, is performing at Concerts on the Plaza with his dynamic Caribbean 
Bleu band. A fusion of Americana meets World Music, Latin, Jamaica, Cuba, 
Brazil and beyond, Caribbean Bleu’s sound is “Jimmy Buffet-meets-Paul Simon-
meets-Sting meets-Bob Marley,” Rowan says. Band members Eric McCann, 
Matt Willis and Ken Emerson have played with the likes of Phil Lesh, Jerry 
Garcia, Bonnie Raitt, Clarence Clemmons (Bruce Springsteen’s band), Taj 
Mahal, Todd Rundgren, The Rowan Brothers, The Drifters and The Shirelles  

Sunday, August 16, 2015 
Til Dawn – 2–2:45pm 

`Til Dawn, the Youth in Arts A Cappella ensemble, is an advanced vocal music 
program for motivated young artists. `Til Dawn celebrates the value of the arts, 
encourages positive messages about meaningful social issues, and inspires 
children of all ages. The group performs a mix of rock, pop, blues, jazz and soul 
standards and contemporary hits, in addition to original songs by group 
members. The group rehearses twice a week at Youth in Arts and participates 
in three weekend retreats throughout the year. They maintain an extensive 
year-round performance schedule, singing at schools, community events and 
charitable benefits. On May 31, `Til Dawn has a full length concert at San 
Domenico School  in San Anselmo to highlight each of the individual students 
and celebrate the seniors. 



  

SSwing Fever – 3–3:45pm  

Since 1978, Swing Fever has been a swinging staple in the Bay Area, California 
and across the western United States. The band spent 14 years on the 
California Arts Council’s touring roster, doing several hundred concerts around 
the state. They have played two Monterey Jazz Festivals and countless others 
as well as four San Francisco Black & White Balls, too many prestigious 
performances to list. They are lucky enough to have Denise Perrier, who is one 
of the best jazz vocalists anywhere. Rhythmic, romantic, torrid and witty…this is 
our music and we’re crazy for it. Watch out, you may catch Swing Fever too. 
 
Sunday, August 23,  2015 
Olivia Davis – 2–2:45pm 

With her debut album, Olivia Davis holds her own alongside classic singer-
songwriters by creating her own blend of folk, alt-country, and American roots 
music. Honest and well crafted, these songs reflect deeply personal stories, yet 
remain universally relatable.  Olivia was born and raised in the Bay Area, and 
was diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis when she was one year old. Her struggle 
with the disease has provided an inspiration for her song writing, and she 
explores themes such as claiming one's identity and celebrating the 
preciousness of life. She has been faced with difficult challenges and life-and-
death realities at an unusually young age, and these experiences add depth and 
wisdom to her lyrics. Her music resonates with hopeful optimism, and her story 
is an inspiration.  

Ain't Misbehavin' – 3–3:45pm 

Ain't Misbehavin' performs for Bay Area audiences of all ages, with an eclectic 
variety of styles from Vintage Swing to contemporary numbers, including 
ballads, bluegrass, originals, and more. Featuring mellow harmonies and hot 
fiddlin' from laid back to joint jumpin', paying homage to Fats Waller, the Sons 
of the Pioneers, The Boswell Sisters, Johnny Mercer, Cole Porter, Hoagy 
Carmichael, as well as originals and bluegrass. The band features Mill Valley 
native Phil Richardson on fiddle and banjo and Novato residents Barry Ernst on 
lead vocal, guitar and washboard and Annie Ernst on upright bass, harmony 
vocal and guitar. 
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22015 Summer Events  
MMAY 
KKiddo! Carnival & Community Celebration – May 22-25

West Side Story – May 22-31
West Side Story

Mountain Play Presents Peter Pan – May 24-June 21
Peter 

Pan

Pancake Breakfast – May 25

Memorial Day Parade – May 25

34th Wine, Beer and Gourmet Food Tasting – May 31

JUNE 
First Tuesday Artwalk – June 2

Strawberry Festival – June 7

11th Annual Djangofest – June 12-14



1105th Annual Dipsea Race  ––  JJune 14

CComedy in the Plaza – June 17

2015 Creekside Fridays – June 19-August 14

11th Annual Flea Market Extraordinaire – June 20

JULY 
First Tuesday Artwalk – July 7

AUGUST 
Concerts on the Plaza – August 2

First Tuesday Artwalk – August 4

Movies in the Park – Aug. 28, Sept. 25 & Oct. 16

Maleficent
Big Hero 6 The Wizard of Oz

FFor more info on these events and many more, go to 







• Art • P.E. Program

• Music • Technology

• Drama • Innovative Teaching Grants

• Dance • Classroom Aides

• Poetry • Library Aides

Programs Kiddo! supports in the Mill Valley 
Public Schools K-8:

For more information, please go to our website www.kiddo.org





Enjoy your summer!
Here’s to another great summer in Mill Valley! 
      For over fifty years businesses and individuals have turned to
Westamerica Bank, the first established Community Bank in Marin.
Over the years we’ve learned firsthand what matters most to you.
Like our home-town values, strong community commitments,
personalized products and services, or just being ready for your call. 
      This is what makes us different – the personal attention of a small
bank and the resources of a big bank. 

Your Community Banker™

Call Heidi Duckor or Chona Sommers at our Mill Valley branch.
64 E. Blithedale Avenue, Mill Valley – (415) 389-4710

Member FDIC





Schedule a Visit with Pam Bill @ 415.383.2741
40 Camino Alto, Mill Valley 94941 | www.theredwoods.org

I start my day walking through our wildlife preserve …

• Active & Engaging Lifestyle 
our Residents find Renewing.

• Independent and Residential 
Living Choices.

• Health Care Center Open to the Community  

I was concerned about moving from 

my home until I visited The Redwoods.

It’s everything I could hope for.

SNF# 010000390

RCFE# 210102866



Summer 

@MV Code Club
Our camps were designed by camping professionals and include 

90 min of daily outdoor play including fun games and team 

building activities. MV Code Camps truly are the best of both 

worlds! We teach kids to code.

MV Code Camps

 Intro to Coding
 Website Development
 Minecraft Plugins
 Mobile Game Dev
 Virtual Reality Dev
 Robotics

Visit www.mvcodeclub.com/summer  
or call us at +1.415.569.2112. Choose a camp and sign up online.

REGISTER TODAY!

@ Mill Valley & Greenbrae

Afternoon classes also available











REGISTER NOW



MARIN | Tiburon/Belvedere 415.789.8686 | Kentfi eld 415.448.1100 | Larkspur 415.945.6300 | Mill Valley, Downtown 415.380.6100
Ross 415.464.8686 415.461.8605 415.461.8686 | Southern Marin 415.383.1900 | A Member of Real Living

Vision
It’s the key diff erentiator between Pacifi c Union 
and all other real estate fi rms. We envision what 
can be, we set goals, and we attain extraordinary 
results for our clients.

Envision Extraordinary
We do. Every day.

Kentfi eld 448.1100 | Larkspur 945.6300 | Mill Valley, Downtown 380.6100 | Mill Valley, Southern 
Marin 383.1900 | Ross 464.8686 461.8686 461.8605 | Tiburon/Belvedere 789.8686
pacifi cunion.com



PROUD TO BE A SUPPORTER 
OF MILL VALLEY 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

www.BradleyRealEstate.com


