sinessman becomes

leader among leaders

By MEAGAN PATTON-PAULSON
Herald Connections Editor

“The true meaning of life is to
plant trees under whose shade you
do not expect to sit.”

If John Coen had to pick one
sentence to describe Russell Crites,
that quote, by Nelson Henderson,
would be it.

“We all have that obligation to
provide shade for the next genera-
tion,” Coen, director of the Ottawa
Area Chamber of Commerce, said.

Coen was one of the first people in
Ottawa to receive the Russell Crites
award — named for a man who truly
put service and lifelong efforts to
promote Ottawa above all else.

“That award specifically identi-
fies somebody in the community who
has gone above and beyond what
normal service might be,” Coen said.

Coen said he was extremely
honored but caught completely off-
guard by the award, which has also
been given to such community lead-
ers as state legislator Blaine Finch
and Wynndee Lee, Ottawa’s plan-
ning and codes director.

“I think anybody who receives
the award doesn’t have their eye on
the award when it’s given to them,”
Coen said. “They are truly doing
it because they want to leave their
community better than they found
it and leave the community more
appealing and be able to prosper in
future generations.”

And that’s certainly what Russell
Crites did, he said.

‘Loved Ottawa’

During his lifetime, Crites was best
known for his downtown service sta-
tion, his efforts for flood control and
helping start what is now the Leader-
ship Franklin County program.

Coen, who knew Crites and served
on several committees with him,
said he was passionate and dedicat-
ed to the community.

Courtesy photo

Russell Crites is shown in an undated
historical photo. Crites set the standard
for community service, colleagues and
fellow community members said.

“He loved Ottawa and was a down-
town businessman known for great
service,” Coen said.

At his service station, which he
opened at 418 N. Main St., and then
moved to 419 S. Main St., in 1955,
he did towing and body work. The
building now houses Weigand’s
Brand Source.

“He was just a small business-
man and an enthusiastic supporter
of anything that built up Ottawa,”
Deb Barker, director of the Franklin
County Historical Society, said.

Crites also lived during a time
when floods frequently devastated
Ottawa completely, Coen said. Every
decade or so, the town suffered a
major flood and would have to re-
build, Coen said.

“A lot of communities would have
withered at that point, but a lot of in-

dividuals stayed with (flood control
efforts),” Coen said. “Those flood
dikes allowed us to go forward.”
Crites, as well as other Ot-
tawa residents Lamar Phillips and
George Lister, spearheaded efforts
to get flood control measures in
place in Ottawa.

‘Viable community’

Another notable accomplish-
ment was helping form what now
is the Leadership Franklin County
program, of which Coen was a class
member the first year.

“He was on the original group that
worked to form that and hammered
out the original agenda,” Coen said.

Crites had the vision to form the
class, Coen said, because he wanted to
identify and educate the next genera-
tion of leaders on what it takes to pro-
vide great service in the community.

“That kind of encapsulated his
philosophy on how we needed to
prepare,” Coen said.

The program — in its 28th year —
continues on today, churning out the
community’s prospective leaders of
the future.

The work Crites did on the pro-
gram, as well as the other contribu-
tions he made to the community, at-
tests to Crites’ character, Coen said.
He said he hopes those contributions
inspire others to be equally active.

“We're taking advantage of what
others before us have done, and we
need to make sure the next gen-
eration that comes behind us has
a strong and viable community as
well,” Coen said.

A little-known fact about Crites,
Barker said, is that one of the rec-
reation areas at Hillsdale Lake is
named for him. The site includes a
memorial sign, boat dock, swimming
beach and picnic area.

“I don’t think many people from
Franklin County are aware of that,”
she said.

Services, Inc.
has provided services and
supporis to persons with

intellectual/developmental
disabilities who live
in Coffey, Osage and
Franklin Counties.

Day, Residential and Support services provide opportunities to
persons with intellectual/developmental disabilities for achieving
8 optimal physical and mental health, for enjoying family and friends, and
for participating in community-integrated activities. Those persons who
receive supports from COF Training Services might be found working
at one of two workshops on contractual/subcontract work, working in
the community, having staff accompaniment to medical appointments,
learning how to prepare a healthy dinner, enjoying a meal or shopping
in local restaurants and stores, or volunteering to help with a community
project. Each person has a person-centered plan based upon assessed
needs and wishes. Each individual is treated with respect and dignity,
and each person enjoys the same rights and responsibilities as does any
citizen.

With day services sites located in Burlington and Ottawa,
residential sites located throughout of Ottawa, Burlington and Osage
City, and through the provision of Case Management services, COF
serves approximately 300 persons with a wide range of intellectual/
developmental disabilities.

2y COF Training Services, Inc.
5 877-990-5035
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CHICKEN CASSEROLE

5 1b. chicken

3 c. soft bread crumbs

11/2 c. cooked rice

1/4 c. chopped pimiento
6 eggs _
3 c. chicken broth

11/2 tsp. paprika

Mix well and bake 45 minutes at 350 degrees. Let stand
15 minutes before serving. Make medium white sauce and add

can of mushroom soup, thinned slightly. Serves 16.
Mrs. Cora Sheldon

MEAT LOAF

1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
1/4 tsp. pepper

1/4 tsp. paprika

2 c. milk

1/2 c. Minute tapioca

1 Ib. ground ham

1 Ib. lean pork (ground)
1 Tbsp. scraped onion

Bake in moderate oven 45 minutes.
Mrs. E. S. Bemnett

MEAT LOAF
1 1b. ground beef 1 tsp. salt
1 Tbsp. chopped onion pepper
1/8 tsp. sage 1 egg beaten
1/8 tsp. thyme 1/8 c. catsup
1/8 tsp. garlic salt 1/2 c. milk
1/4 tsp. celery seed 1/2 c. bread crumbs

Bake 1 hour at 350 degrees. While cooking, pour over
following sauce:

1 tsp. dry mustard

1/2 c. water
11/2 c. brown sugar

1/2 c. vinegar
— Mrs. Ted W. Strain I
BARBECUED HICKORY SMOKED HAMBURGERS \

For best results, use ground lean Pike's Peak roast; \
however, good grade hamburger may be used. |

Mix finely chopped onion, about 1 generous slice for each
hamburger, with the ground meat. Make into large thick patties,
about 1/4 1b. meat to each hamburger. Place on open grill over
an outdoor charcoal broiler which should be started 30 minutes
before ready to use.

For the hickory flavor, put a small green hickory log on

-23- Ottawa, Ks.




BARBECUED HICKORY SMOKED HAMBURGERS (Continued)

top of burning charcoal just as you start cooking the hamburgers.

Cook on one side for 15 minutes, turn them over, salt, pepper
and cover cooked side with barbecue sauce, made from Ott's
barbecue sauce and ketchup to which has been added small
amounts of lemon juice, sugar and Worcestershire sauce.
Cook patties on second side for 15 minutes. About 5
minutes before they are done, place large sliced hamburger

bun on top of each patty to warm.
Russell L. Crites

Write Extra Recipes Here:

-24- Ottawa, Ks.
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Cifizen 0 f/ze

Russell Crites was born in
Holton, Kansas. His father was
a minister so the Crites family
moved wherever his father was
called as pastor. During his
childhood Crites lived in Kan-
sas City, Kansas, Toledo, Ohio
Richland Center, Wisconsin,
and then to Ottawa. Crites at-
tended Ottawa High School. He
worked for the Carpenter Su-
per Service during his high
school years then became a full
time employee of the company.
He became manager of the
Body and Paint Department
and in 1941 bought the shop
from Carpenter and moved to
another location and again
moved to 418 North Main.
Within the next ten years the
business and the Crites endur-
ed thirteen floods. In 1955 the
business was moved to its
present location at 419 South
Main. The automotive facilities
were expanded and a show-
room for appliances and tele-
visions was added.

During the years of building
the business Crites worked as a
sign painter. Most of this work
was done for Purina Foods
painting  the  checkerboard
signs on dealer buildings.
While he traveled at this work
Mrs. Crites managed the busi-
ness and the children.

The continued losses Crites

- and—.other- QOttawans incurred-

from flood damage led Crites to
become very active in the flood
control project. He and others
have spent fifteen years in pro-
moting and arranging to have
the present flood control pro-
gram put into effect. He is pres-
ident of the Marais des Cygnes
Valley Flood Control Associa-
tion.

Crites is a past president of
the Chamber of Commerce, and
Lions Club. He is a past state
president and a past district
governor of Lions.

The Crites have two child-
ren, Mrs. Allen Herrington, San
Antonio, and Richard Crites of
Los Angeles. Richard is an In-
" dustrial Waste Engineer for the
County of Los Angeles. The
Crites have two grandsons.

Crites is a member of the
Westminster Presbyterian
Church. He has been an in-
structor of the Dale Carnegie
Institute on a part time basis
for the past seven years.

When asked about hobbies
Crites stated that fishing and
trying to convince Ottawans
that a positive attitude is need-
ed if the town is to grow and
progress are his prime interests.
He discussed the importance of
friendliness towards visitors to
Ottawa. He also feels that the
local merchants can build bet-
ter business by making every-
one feel welcome. Crites indi-
cated that he plans to spend
time and talk trying to waken
Ottawans out of their sleepv

RUSSELL CRITES
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Antone Out

| Of Business;

Building Sold

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Crites, of
Crites Body Shop, Comoco Serv-
ice and Appliance Center, 419 S.
Main, have purchased the build-
ing at 413 S, Main, location of
the Keelin Compasy and the An-
tone Produce firm.

Antone Produce has discontin.
ued the poultry business which

has occupied the rear of the build-
ing,

The Keelin Company will .con-
tinue in its present location in
the front portion of the building
in the feed and egg business.

Mr. and Mrs, Crites said today
that the rear portion of the build-
ing is now undergoing' remodel-
ing and will be used as an ap-
pliance repair center.

Space in the rear of the build-
ing will bg combined with space
back of the Crites business prop-
erty and will be utilized as an
area for storage of damaged ve-
hicles brought in for repair in
the body shop portion of the
Crites firm.

Heretofore it has been neces-
sary to store damaged. cars in the
service area in front of the
Crites establishment. This area
is to be marked off in parking
stalls for use as parking space

for customers.

Copyright © 2016 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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C)ifizen o/ f/w

Russell Crites was born in
Holton, Kansas. His father was
a minister so the Crites family
moved wherever his father was
called as pastor. During his
childhood Crites lived in Kan-
sas City, Kansas, Toledo, Ohio
Richland Center, Wisconsin,
and then to Ottawa. Crites at-
tended Ottawa High School. He
worked for the Carpenter Su-
per Service during his high
school years then became a full
time employee of the company.
He became manager of the
Body and Paint Department
and in 1941 bought the shop
from Carpenter and moved to
another location and again
moved to 418 North Main.
Within the next ten years the
business and the Crites endur-
ed thirteen floods. In 1955 the
business was moved to its
present location at 419 South
Main. The automotive facilities
were expanded and a show-
room for appliances and tele-
visions was added.

During the years of building
the business Crites worked as a

' sign painter. Most of this work
. was done for Purina Foods
"painting the checkerboard
' signg  on  dealer buildings.

While he traveled at this work
Mrs. Crites managed the busi-
ness and the children.

The continued losses Crites

and—other. Otlawans - incurred

from flood damage led Crites to
become very active in the flood
control project. He and others
have spent fifteen years in pro-
moting and arranging to have
the present flood control pro-
gram put into effect. He is pres-
ident of the Marais des Cygnes
Valley Flood Control Associa-
tion.

Crites is a past president of
the Chamber of Commerce, and
Lions Club. He is a past state

i president and a past district

" governor of Lions.

The Crites have two child-

. ren, Mrs. Allen Herrington, San

Antonio, and Richard Crites of
Los Angeles. Richard is an In-
dustrial Waste Engineer for the
County of Los Angeles. The
Crites have two grandsons.
Crites is a member of the
Westminster Presbyterian
Church. He has been an in-
structor of the Dale Carnegie
Institute on a part time basis
for the past seven years.
When asked about hobbies
Crites stated that fishing and
trying to convince Ottawans
that a positive attitude is need-
ed if the town is to grow and
progress are his prime interests.
He discussed the importance of

friendliness towards visitors to.

Ottawa. He also feels that the
local merchants can build bet-
ter business by making every-
one feel welcome. Crites indi-
cated that he plans to spend
time and talk trying to waken
Ottawans out of their sleeov

RUSSELL CRITES
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From The History of Franklin County, Kansas. Franklin County Historical Society
and Friends of the Ottawa Library. Curtis Media, Dallas TX, 1994

CRITES, RUSSELL
AND LUCY (RULE) -

Lucy (Rule) and Russell Crites.

Russell Crites (1913-1990), an Ottawa res-
ident for nearly 70 years, was born in Holton,
Kansas, the son of Rev. Thomas D. and Cynthia
Bell (Carpenter) Crites. The family moved to
Ottawa when Russell was 10 years old. Fol-
lowing his graduation from Ottawa High
School, he began work for the Carpenter Super
Service, 419 South Main, that would develop
into a related field of his business career.

In 1933, Russell married Lucy Rule,
daughter of Hiram H. and Pansy (Hunt) Rule.
The Rules moved to Kansas from Oklahoma
when Lucy was seven, to a farm south of
LeLoup. Lucy was the third of six children and
the only girl. After grade school Lucy moved to
Ottawa to work for her room and board in order
to attend high school. Following graduation,
she worked as an assistant to the Franklin
County Superintendent of Schools, Fern
Streebin and the Fred Settles.

Together, Russell and Lucy established
Crites Body Shop and Appliance Center, 419
South Main, which they operated for nearly 50
years. During the years of building their
business, Russell worked first as a sign
painter, then as manager of the body and
painting department at Carpenter, before es-
tablishing the Crites firm. Lucy assisted her
husband in these ventures. They retired in
1982.
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Crites Body Shop and Appliance Center, 419 South Main, Ottawa, Kansas.

Lucy was in charge of the appliances at the
firm, and served on the National Whirlpool
Advisory Board and was the only woman el-
ected to the Whirlpool Retail Committee.

Along with the business enterprises, Russell

dedicated a major portion of his life to Kansas -

water issues of water conservation and flood
control. And it was his efforts in the flood
control project for Ottawa and Franklin
County and other areas in the state, that are
his greatest legacy.

The Crites’ early business establishments,
along with many other Ottawa businesses,
suffered extensive flood damage year after
year. As a witness to Ottawa’s worst floods and
yearly flooding, Russell became involved in
state water agencies and was instrumental in
developing a state water plan resulting in a
Kansas system of area reservoirs including
Pomona Reservoir (1964), Melvern Reservoir
(1974), and Hillsdale Reservoir (1982) on the
Marias des Cygnes River.

Russell’s major appointments included: ex-
ecutive president of the Marias des Cygnes
Flood Control Association (30 years); 1975, a
four-year term on the Water Resource Board,
appointed by Governor Robert Bennett,
chairman in 1978; charter member, past
president and executive board of the Mis-
souri-Arkansas River Basin Flood Control and
Conservation; work with the Corps of U.S.
Army Engineers to plan flood control reser-
voirs and obtain fundings from state and fed-
eral agencies; 1989, reappointed a member of
the Kansas Water Authority, by Governor
Mike Hayden. :

His civie participation included: chairman of

the Kansas Chamber of Commerce; 35-year
member of the Kansas Association for Com-
merce and Industry; charter member of the
Ottawa Junior Chamber of Commerce and
Greater Ottawa Chamber of Commerce,
president 1954; board member of the Otta-
wa/Franklin County Economic Development;
45-year member of the Ottawa Lions Club;
District Governor and Executive Director of
the Ottawa Miss America Pageant.

Honors: Certificate of Appreciation for Pa-
triotic Civilian Service from the Army Corps of
Engineers for his support of federal flood
control and river development.

Lucy was not only a business partner with
her husband, but was a vital part of the flood
control projects, particularly in Ottawa and in
the county. She organized letter writing pro-
jects that brought attention to government
officials and accompanied Russell to many
meetings. She was a long-time member of the
Ottawa Business and Professional Women's
Club and was the club’s first recipient of the
Woman of Achievement Award.

Following his death August 16, 1990, the
Russell L. Crites Recreation Area was dedi-
cated in his honor at Hillsdale Lake State
Park.

In 1991, the Ottawa Chamber of Commerce
established the Russell Crites Community
Service Award in his honor. The first recipient
was his wife Lucy.

Lucy Crites died June 30, 1992 following a
short illness.

The Crites have two children, Richard Cri-
tes, San Diego, California, and a daughter, Cay
Crites Herrington, Pueblo, Colorado; seven
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

by Jane Richards
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To Rename Hillsdale
Park For Russell Crites

A special honor will be
made to the late Russell
Crites next week in the
renaming of a recreation area
at Hillsdale State Park in his
memory.

A formal dedication
recognizing the renaming of
the former Tecumseh South
Recreation Park, will be held
Thursday, October 18, at
3:00 p.m. at the Hillsdale
State Park nine miles north of
Paola.

In recognition of Crites’
outstanding achievements 10
the state’s water resources,
the Tecumseh area will be
renamed the Russell Crites
Recreation Area.

The dedication ceremony
will take place at the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers
Visiting Center located at the
north end of the dam.

Gov. Mike Hayden will
host the ceremony honoring
Crites who served as presi-
dent of the Marais des
Cygnes Valley Flood
Control Association and the
Missouri River Basin Asso-
ciation. Crites had been reap-
pointed to the Kansas Water
Authority by Hayden and

served until the time of his
death last August.

Members of the Crites
family will be present to
assist in the unveiling of a
new recreation area sign
bearing Crites’ name.

Secretary Robert L.
Meinen of the Kansas
Department of Wildlife and
Parks, will preside over the
ceremony and introduce
dedication speakers and
guests.

A representative of the
Kansas Water Office and
family members will
describe Crites’ contribution
to water resource develop-
ment and his love of the
outdoors.

The Russell Crites Recrea-
tion Area is located on the
south shore of the Hillsdale
Reservoir, a mile and a half
west and a mile north of the
south end of the dam.

Initial development will
include a parking area, water
supply and improved access
roads. When completed, the
area will contain a swimming
beach, developed camp sites,
picnic area, shelter house,
boat ramps, and hiking trails.
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\Water, Community Booster Russ Crites Dies

Russell Crites, one of
Ottawa’s strongest promo-
ters and known state-wide
for his work in water resour-
ces, died Thursday, August
16, at St. Luke’s Hospital in
Kansas City. He was 77.

Funeral services were held
Saturday at 2 p.m. at the
Westminster Presbyterian
Church here.

Crites was a part of Ottawa
for close to 70 years - a very
active and positive part not
only as a local businessman
but as a promoter of what
was best for Ottawa. Crites
and his wife Lucy estab-
lished Crites Body Shop and
Appliance Center which they
owned and operated from

#Gmm to 1982. Russell

graduated from Ottawa High

School in 1931. He was born
at Holton, Kansas in 1913.

It was in his efforts in
flood control in the Ottawa
area and throughout the state
that Crites left his greatest
legacy.

His work with the Marais
des Cygnes Valley Flood
Control Association which
continued for over 30 years,
stemmed from the floods that
have affected Ottawa since
its founding. Crites was part
of a trio that included the late
George Lister and the late
Lamar Phillips, who worked
to bring about flood control
for Ottawa and the Pomona
Reservoir.

Russell and Lucy could
entertain the listener as they
related stories of the

community effort after the
‘big’ flood of 1951 when
Ottawa citizens united in a
letter-writing campaign
demanding help from
Washington.

A group of women includ-
ing Lucy, went door-to-door
requesting a letter for flood
contro! from Ottawa home-
makers. We baby sat, took
over the ironing or did the
dishes while wives
composed their letters, Lucy
would tell. The men organ-

ized the efforts working
through top government

channels. :
Groundbreaking ceremo-
nies for the Ottawa flood
protection project were held
in September 1958, with
Crites as president of the
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Marias des Cygnes Flood
Control Assoc., emceeing
the event.

Both the Ottawa dikes and
gates and the Pomona Reser-
voir were under construction
at the same time and both
completed in 1962,

Crites interest in water
resources continued through-
out his life. He was a charter
member, past president and
board member of the MO-
ARK (Missouri River Basin
Association), a member of
the Kansas Water Authority
for many years and was re-
appointed to the KWA last
year by Gov. Hayden. He
also was serving on the
Marais des Cygnes Basin

{Continued To Page 16)
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HIS PLACE IN OTTAWA FLOOD CONTROL...Russell Crites, front row center,
was there to receive recognition for his work in the Ottawa flood control when 4 special
_u._n_.._._m was added to the Main Street gates several years ago. His wife Lucy 15 on his
right. Others honored that day, from the left are Mary Lister Arnett, Mrs. George

Lister, Lucy and Russell, and a niece of Lamar Phi

llips and her husband. City officials

in the back row include Marvin Callihan, Lyle Dresher, Jerry Thompson and Jack

Was State Water Expert

Davis,

Russ Crites

(Continued From Page 1)

Advisory Commiltee,

During the past year and a
hall he assisted in the estab-
lishment of several
watershed districts and
provided input and support
for the new Public Wholesale
Water Supply District No. 12
that is being organized. He
approved of the PWWSD
meetings in Williamsburg,
because he could have a rib
supper there before the
meetings!

His civic service was just
as outstanding and always
aimed at future development
or for the good of Ottawa. He
was a charter member of the
Ottawa Junior Chamber of
Commerce and served as

president of the Greater Otta- -

wa Chamber of Commerce in
1951 and as a member for
over 40 years. He also held
office and chairmanship in
the Kansas State Chamber of
Commerce. He currently
served on the Board of Direc-
tors and was an organizing
participant of the Onawa
Industrial Development
Commission for the past 15
years, He was a member of
the Kansas Association for
Commerce and Industry for

over 35 years, serving as

vice-president for District #8

in 1981, He was chairman of
the newly re-organized
KACI (Kansas Association
of Commerce and Industry)
Committee.

From 1952 to 1954 he was
an instructor of the Dale
Carmnegie Leadership Sales
Training courses offered
throughout the state, He had
S0me great stories to tell
about this work.

One of Russell’s Ioves was
the Ottawa Lions Club where
he had been a member for 46
years, serving as president,
district governor and state
council chairman. Russell set
his last big record with the
Lions Club this year when he
almost singlehandes"

increased the clubs dwin-
dling membership by 114
percent. The increase set a
state record and probably a
national record of some kind,
Who could resist that Crites
touch?

And Russell still had time
for his favorite sport of fish- '
ing. He would steg] ~°¢
whenever the weather wa.
Jjust right (sometimes not) to
fish with his pals at Melvern
Lake, one of his favorite
Spots.

People and action for a
cause were his trademarks -
along with gravy which he
dearly loved. As Lucy would
say over a good meal, Russell
likes gravy on ice cream!

Russell Crites always
'dded that extra zest to life.
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Itis doubtful that most Ottawans ever will
know exactly how much they owed to Rus-
sell Crites.

Crites died Thursday moming in his 78th
year.

The first time I met him, which was a
mere 3% years ago, I noticed two things
about him immediately. First, he was of
below average height. Second, he didn't
seem to be aware of it

At the time, of course, I had no idea that
Russell Crites was the Wilt Chamberiain of
Water. ’

I didn’t come to realize this, fully, until a
year ago when I was doing research into
local floods for The Herald's special edition
commemorating the 125th anniversary of
the founding of Ottawa.

. The Marais des Cygnes River had dis-
gorged itself so many times on the city, caus-
ing so much devastation, that it was almost
unbelievable. ’ ]

There were the floods of 1898, 1904,
1909, 1928 and others. Each putmuch of the
city under water. ,

But the flood of the century, the one still
fresh in the memories of many Ottawans,
wastheoxjematocmn-edbemlulyll. 1951.

“Aunt Mary” crested at 42.5 feet, nearly
five feet higher than any previous flood.
Downtown Ottawa was knee-deep in the
murky overflow and many other parts of the
city were innundated.

Nearly 30 years later, June 11, 1981, rain-
fall in Ottawa ranged from 7.57 inches to
10.59 inches. The city did not flood.

When it came (o water, Russell was T feet”

Friday, August 17, 1990

The Ottawa Herald

The city had Russell Crites and two of his
colleagues, George Lister and Lamar Phil-
lips, 1o thank for that, Theyled the prolonged
effort 1o bring about the construction of
Pomona Reservoir and the levy system that
protect the city now from the river.

What many Ottawans today don’t realize
is that the work Crites did on water was far
more comprehensive than simply bringing
flood control o Otlawa,

He was instrumental in the development

of the state water plan and Kansas’ system of
reservoirs. He did his time as president of the
Missouri-Arkansas Basin Flood Control and
Conservation Association and served on the
board of the Marais des Cygnes Basin
Advisory Committee,
. Even at 77, Crites had the tenacity of a
bulldog. He belonged to the local Lions
Club. Its membership roles had declined
drastically in recent years and the average
age of its members had increased
dramatically. .

He dropped in for a'visit one day last year
and declared that he intended to do some-
thing about it. He had organized a member-
ship drive, he said, and he wanted to
publicize it. I agreed 1o -help.

CRITES, RUSSE Ll

He outlined his plan, which, as I recall,
was to double the membership. It ‘didn’t
seem possible to me, that he could do it, but I
didn’t say so.

Crites went to work. He sold friends and
acquaintances on the merits of Lions mem-
bership and the rolls begin to expand.-He
inducted the first female members, T don’t
think he doubled the membership, but he
came so close as to make the notion of fail-
ure ridiculous.

It wasn't truly a- community gathering
unless Russell and his lady, Lucy, were
there, and they usually were,

The last time I saw them togetherwas ata
gathering at the multi-purpose room at Otta-
wa Middle School. I can't remember why
we had gathered. But I do remember that
they paused to visit and treated me, as
always, as though they had known me ail
their lives. .

Crites, as everybody knows, was an avid
fisherman. I found that out one spring day
when I met Russell on the street and compli-
mented him on the pretty flowers growing
all around -his home at 717 W. 7th,

“I don't get any credit at all,” he said,
chuckling. “That’s Lucy’s touch. She takes
care of the flowers. I leamned long ago that a
fishing pole fits into my hands a lot better
than a hoe.” : .

Russell Crites was as common as an old
shoe, but as precious as a gemstone. He was
an institution. -

K Ottawa had-a Russell Crites at his peak
today, Ottawa would be in rather good

He is missed already.
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Russell Crites, who was
instrumental in getting the feder-
al government to establish the
reservoir system in Kansas and
in getting flood control dikes in
Ottawa, died early today at St.
Luke’s Hospital in Kansas City,
Mo.

He was 77.

A funeral will be at 2 p.m.
Saturday at Westminster Pres-
byterian - Church, 13th and
Maple streets. Lamb-Roberts
Funeral Home is in charge of
arrangements.

Crites’ jovial mood and dis-
position are what his fellow
workers in Kansas water resour-
ces will remember, according to
Clark Duffy, assistant director
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ttama Library
Fitth & Tlain St
Ottzs 67

Tireless ﬂ”orts to be remem-
bered by co-workers.

of the Kansas Water Office.
Another will be Crites’ untir-
ing work  in Kansas water
management.
Crites often told jokes, and
one was a favorite on himself:

“People call me a big dam fool.”

“He had a tremendous impact
on the state’s water resources,”

Duffy said this moming. “He
worked on it all his life, he had
total dedication.”

Crites’ interest went well be-
yond that of water quantity and
quality, but into fish and wildlife
dependent on water and the
habitat of the state’s waterways.
He was an avid fisherman and

CRITES, RUSSE L

pporter dies

Flood control supporter- - -

was seen just last week tinkering

with his boat in his garage.
Duffy said he. strongly
remembered Crites’ involve-
ment with the development of
the current state water plan,
Crites attended all 12 public
meetings across the state the first
year the plan was proposed.
Crites’ information and insight
became important to KWO offi-
cials. They frequently bounced |
ideas off him, knowing he had
listened to the-people and the
issues and that his reactions
were motivated only by what he
thought was right for Kansas.
Crites began his involvement
in water issues because of the

Continued On Page 3

Continued From Page 1

flooding that Ottawa continually
suffered during the town's first
90 years.

He, the late George Lister and
the late Lamar Phillips were a
trio who led a community effort
for Ottawa flood control dikes
and the Pomona reservoir. Both
were under construction the
same time from 1958 until July
4, 1963, when Pomona dam was
completed. The flood gates were
first operated in 1962, though
news reports noted that excava-
tion for the dikes, done as early
as 1960, helped control minor
flooding.

Charlene Lister, widow of
George, said this moming that
though the 1951 flood was the
major disaster that activated for-
ces, Ottawa had suffered many
minor floods. Frequent floods
alternated with droughts in the
same year made the area’s water
supply a problem.

“It was a different Ottawa
than it is now,” Lister said.

Lister said Crites was a
dynamic person, because once
an issue got his attention, he fol-
lowed through. ‘He looked at

water interests beyond a local
level, which is why Lister attri-
butes Kansas' reservoir system
to Crites' tireless efforts,
Crites had been involved in a
long list of water-oriented
groups, even .serving in the
19605 as president of the
Missouri-Arkansas Basin Flood
Control and Conservation
Association. ;
He was on the Kansas Water
Authority for many years, help-
ing to oversee the state's water
resources. He was active in the
establishment of the current
Kansas Water Plan and had
served on the Marais des Cygnes
Basin Advisory Committee,
He also had helped with the
establishment of several
watershed districts and the new
Wholesale Water Supply Dis-
trict No. 12, which will supply
quality water to a large area
located southwest of Ottawa and
covering parts of four counties.
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8 RUSSELL L.
CRITES

A funeral for Russell L.
Crites, 77, 717 W. 7th, who died
Thursday, Aug. 16, 1990, at St.
Luke’s Hospital, Kansas City,
Mo., will be at 2 p.m. Saturday at
Westminster Presbyterian
Church with the Rev. Henry A.
Roberts Jr. officiating.

Burial will be at Highland
Cemetery. '

Bom June 13, 1913, at Hol-
ton, Mr. Crites was the son of the
Rev. Thomas Daniel and Cynth-
ia Bell (Carpenter) Crites.

He married Lucy Rule Sept. 9,
1933, at Edgerton. She survives.

The Crites family moved to
Ottawa when Russell was 10. He
was graduated from Ottawa
High School in 1931 and Dale
Camegiec Leadership, Sales
Training and Instructors courses
from 1952-1954.

He and his wife established
Crites Body Shop and Appliance
Center, which they owned and
operated in the 400 block of
South Main from 1935 _until
1982.

He was a member of West-
minster Presbyterian Church

and was active in church affairs.
He was a charter member of the
Ottawa Junior Chamber of Com-
merce. He served as president of
the Greater Ottawa Chamber of
Commerce in 1951 and was a
member for more than 40 years.
The organization chose him
Man of the Year in 1965.

At his death he was serving on
the board of directors of Ottawa-
Franklin County Industrial
Development and had helped
organize the original Ottawa
Industrial Development Corp.
He had been active in industrial
development the past 15 years.

He was chairman and served

as officer in the Kansas State
Chamber of Commerce. He also
was a member of the Kansas
Association for Commerce and
Industry for more than 35 years.
He was elected to the board of
directors of KACI in 1980 and
served as vice president for Dis-
trict No. 81in 1981. He was chair-
man of the newly re-organized
KACI committee.
- He also had served as presi-
dent of the Marais des Cygnes
Valley Flood Control Associa-
tion for more than 30 years. He
was a charter member, past pres-
ident and member of the Ex-
ecutive Board of the Missouri-
Arkansas Basin Flood Control
and Conservation Association.
He was the last living charter
member of that organization.

CRITES RUSSELL L.

He also was serving as a
member of the Kansas Water
Authority, having been re-
appointed by Gov. Mike
Hayden.

He had received several cita-
tions from the Army Corps of
Engineers, including the Certifi-
cate of Appreciation for Patrio-
tic Civilian Service for his
support of the federal flood con-
trol and river development
program.

He also had been a member of
the Ottawa Lions Club since
1946, serving as president, dis-
trict governor and state council
chairman.

Besides his wife, of the home,
survivors include a son, Richard
Crites, San Diego, Calif,; a
daughter, Cay Herrington, Pue-
blo, Colo.; a brother, Albert C.
Crites, Belleville, Ill.; seven
grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren. A grandson,
Terry Fox, died in 1983.

Friends may call until 10 a.m.
Saturday at the Lamb-Roberts
Funeral Home and after 10:30
am. Saturday and until the ser-
vice hour at the church. The fam-
ily will meet with friends from 7
to 8 p.m. Friday at the funeral-
home. The family suggests that
Westminster Presbyterian be
beneficiary of memorial contri-
butions, which may be left at the
church or in care of the funeral
home.
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A fitting
namesake.
for Crites
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By JAY BEMIS
"Herald City Editor
A recreational area at
Hillsdale Reservoir ' will be
named in memory of the late
Russell Crites of Ottawa at 3
p.m; next 'I‘humda}f at Ihc Iake s
v:sitors omta:r ’

“Crites, ‘who ' diéd "this pasl"

August at the age of 77, was a
longtime flood control supporter
and'was instrumental in getting
the federal government to estab-
lish a resurvnir syslem in
Kanms

'l‘he area at Hillsdale to be

named after him on the south-

west comer of the lake is now .
known' as the Suuth Tecumseh'

- area, Tours of pro on work
o that area will be offered
. before and aﬂernc:t'l‘hursday 5
dedication ceremonies.
- Gov. Mike Ha}ﬂm plans tu
anmd the event. ... ..oy o
ﬁccm‘ding o Hlﬂt' I‘mﬂ-:

‘dirmur of the! iimrmmr

¢ Office; dedication of the arca not '.

onlylsanhonorto Crites, but his
* family;~which ~ ~includes - his
widow, Lucy. .f
s n lh:cmany.
m:jFﬂ fidurs she worked  with
' Harkins, an Ottawa -

nu,j\rr. h:ms:lf' md . “She

e e *'r-Hr'

I /1" Crites

4 *mﬂH&k,wr

tmveied to the mﬂmgs hr.
- attended. Sheé was ashuch of a
partner in his busmeg Ilfe as his
personal life,” "'~

The bnttm opeﬁmd Crites

" Bod Shop and Appliance Cen-
tcr!nﬂtlam&mqm ln1932 .
a me, worker

! Iﬁrimlsd:ﬁthmughhﬁ-hkx
‘which is the Missunﬁ'-hrkansas
" River liasm Association,” He |
was president of the Marais des
Cygnes Valley Flood Conitrol
ﬁssuciaunn fm- mém than 30

uewl:,r rc-organlzed Kans;is
Association of Cammcrcc and
" Industry Committee and 2 mem-
ber of the Kanshs Wa:er
Auttiorify. * ”

He eamed’ several ci‘taﬁons_
from the Army Corps of Engi-
‘neers, including'a certificate of
appmciat]un for otic civi-
"lian"service for hl;immppon of
Wﬂf PNETW -

* Cyites also was amx*e in the

Ottawa Area Chamber of Com-
meme! ind ihe Utuwa L:ons,
oflhe

J&"’“"
Thursday’s: :mgﬁuﬂ
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Lucy Crites was at the podium Thursday to express her family’s appreciation.

With her on the stage were (from left) Col. William H. Boutin Jr.; Gov. Mike

Hayden; Robert L. Meinen, Kansas Wildlife and Parks secretary; John H. Bald-

win, chairman of the Kansas Water Authority; Al Crites; Cay Herrington, and
the Rev. Henry Roberts of Ottawa.



The

Crites Connection

By JAY BEMIS

Herald City Editor

ILLSDALE — For now, the

one-time Jayhawker recreational

area here has a long and winding,

freshly-graveled road with a series
of new culveris and recently-bladed ditches in its
panoramic view,

But in the future, it's to be a major recreational
site at Hillsdale Reservoir, including a boat ramp,
an RV campground, tent camping, a hiking trail
and a shelterhouse.

Those componentis were envisioned by the late
Russell L. Crites, an Ottawan who dedicated most
of his life 1o water preservation. Yesterday, the
Jayhawker area was renamed the Russell L. Crites
Recreation Area in honor of the longtime water
proponent.

“Russ shared his love of fishing and out-of-
doors with his grandchildren, who shared time
fishing with their grandfather,” Gov. Mike Hay-
den, an avid outdoorsman himself, said yesterday
during a dedication ceremony at the lake here.

“It wasn't far from here that Russ used to take
his grandchildren crappie fishing. Lou Constanti-
no (of the state Wildlife and Parks Department)
promised me there would be some biting today, if
I had time to go.” '

Hayden capsulized Crites’ service to flood con-
trol and water preservation, which included
30-plus years in the presidency of the Marais des
Cygnes Valley Flood Control Association.

Crites also was a charter member, past presi-
dent and executive board member of MO-ARK
and received several citations from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, including one for apprecia-
tion of patriotic civilian service.

“The Ogallala Sioux Indians, our predecessors
here in Kansas, had a chief named Flying Hawk,
who said Indians and wild things knew how to live
better than the white man,” Hayden said.

“That’s because they knew the importance of
three things: Fresh air, sunshine and good water.

“Russell knew the importance of good water,
and he dedicated his life for that cause. So now,
we dedicate this area in his memory.”

Over 100 people joined Hayden in dedicating
the area, including Crites’ widow, Lucy; his
daughter, Cay Herrington, Pueblo, Colo., and a
brother, Al Crites, Belleville, Ill.

Though Crites “loved every minute” of his ser-
vice to water, “his greatest joy was the people he
worked with,” Lucy said.

“All of you here today had a special place in his
heart,” she said. “Russ was convinced this particu-
lar reservoir could bring more recreational plea-
sure to more Kansans than any reservoir in the
state.”

John Baldwin, chairman of the Water Authori-
ty, presented Lucy a plaque bearing Russell’s pic-
ture and expressing the state’s “grateful
appreciation. for public service.” Also during the
ceremony, a large sign to be placed at the Crites
Recreational Area was unveiled.

“It’s only fitting today that this dedication cere-
mony recognizes the achievement of a great citi-
zen from Kansas who has left his mark,” Col.
Wilbur H. Boutin Jr., of the Corps of Engineers,
said. ] =

“If you look back at the history of the Kansas
City district, the work of Russell and the endea-
vors he was involved in, not only has he touched
the lives of many people in Kansas, but pecople in
this Osage River basin, which is a very wide area.” |
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State Park Named For Russell

]

A freshly graveled road
leads through the Russell
Crites Recreation Area at
Hillsdale State Park where
bulldozers are at work on the
future development of a boat
ramp, campground, hiking
trails, picnic area, shelter-
house and .swimming
beaches.

Thursday afternoon
Governor Mike Hayden

10 - A5~ 1940

lauded the late Russell Crites g

for his service to flood
control and water preserva-
tion during the 30 minute
dedication ceremony renam-
ing the former Jayhawker
recreational area in his
honor. |

“Russell knew the impor-
tance of good water, and he
dedicated his life for that
cause. So now, we dedicate
this area in his memory,” said

Hayden. His love of the &

outdoors was well known
and he was particularly fond

of fishing. It is fitting that we |

should honor his memory by

naming a park for him near |

his home of Ottawa.

Crites, who died August :

16, served more than 30
years with the Marais des
Cygnes Valley Flood
Control Association. His
interest in water resources
continued throughout his
life. He was a charter
member, past president and
board member of the MO-
ARK (Missouri River Basin
Association),” a member of
the Kansas Water Authority
for many years and was reap-
pointed to the KWA last year
by Gov. Hayden. He also was
serving on the Marais des
Cygnes Basin Advisory
Commiltee.

John Baldwin, chairman
of the Kansas Water Authori-
ty, presented a plaque with
Russell’s picture and an
expression of grateful appre-
ciation for public service to
his widow, Lucy Crites.

“Though Russell loved
every minute of his service to
water,” Mrs. Crites said in

A PLAQUE EXPRESSING appreciation for the public
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service of Russell Crites in the field of water resources
and conservation was presented to his wife, Lucy, by John
Baldwin, Chairman of the Kansas Water Authority,
during the dedication of Russell Crites Recreation Area

at Hillsdale Reservoir.
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State Park Named For Russell

‘(Continued From Page 1)
accepting the plaque, “his
greatest joy was the people
he worked with. All of you
here today had a special
place in his heart,” she
continued. “Russ was
convinced this particular

reservoir could bring more
recreation pleasure to Kansas
than any reservoir in the
state,”

The sign which will be at
the entance to the area was
unveiled by Crites’ daughter,

Cay Herrington of Pueblo,
Colo., and his brother, Al
Crites of Belleville, Iil.
The Russell Crites Recrea-
tion Area will endure as a
tribute to his contributions to
water resources in Kansas.
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UNVEILING--members of the Crites family unveiled the sign which will be placed at
the entrance to the Russell Crites Recreation Area at Hillsdale State Park. The area
will endure as a tribute to his contributions to water resources in Kansas. Shown are, I.

i tor., John Baldwin, Kansas Water Authority chairman, Al Crites, Belleville, Ill., Lucy
RUSSELL L CRITE S Crit,es and Cay Herrington, Pueblo, Colo. , o
RECREATION AREA ‘
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"Lucy Virginia Crites, 79, Ottawa, will be at 11 a.m. Friday at Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Ottawa, with the Rev. Henry A. Roberts Jr. officiating. Burial will be in Highland Cemetery,
Ottawa.

Mrs. Crites died Tuesday, June 30, 1992, in St. Luke's Hospital, Kansas City, Mo.

She was born Dec. 9, 1912, in Holden, Mo., the daughter of William H. and Pansy V. Hunt Rule.
At age 6, she moved to a farm seven miles northeast of Ottawa. After graduating from Ottawa
High School, she worked in the Franklin County Courthouse as an assistant county
superintendent. She also worked as a substitute teacher. Later, she and her husband owned and
operated the Crites Body Shop and Appliance Center until their retirement in 1982. She married
Russell Crites on Sept. 9, 1933, in Edgerton. He died Aug. 16, 1990.

Mrs. Crites was a member of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Ottawa, where she provided
flowers for many years. She served as co-chairman of the Committee of Service and
Rehabilitation for the Franklin County Chapter of the American Cancer Society and volunteered
for Phone Friends. She also was a member of the advisory board for Kansas Blue Cross for many
years, and was the first recipient of the Russell Crites Community Service Award sponsored by
the Ottawa Area Chamber of Commerce.

Survivors include a son, Richard, San Diego; a daughter, Cay Herrington, Pueblo, Colo.; three
brothers, John Rule, Herington, William Rule, Wichita, and Homer Rule, Lawrence; seven
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.” Thursday, July 2, 1992 ljworld






