Did the Council Run Out of Ink?

Howard Carpenter, President & CEO
Regional Chamber Alliance

I was elated to read this morning that Allegheny’s county council is considering offering voters a choice relative to the drink tax. It appears they—albeit belated—agreed with the tone stated in my response to their public statement (supportive of the tax) earlier this year, “We wish we had another choice,” that there “Is always a choice.” 

To my chagrin there are only two choices reflected: choose between a drink tax and property tax. Being their obvious allegiance to and recognition that choice is a key component of fair government, I can only assume—in the process of developing voter choices towards resolving the Port Authority’s fiscal mess—they ran out of ink. Surely, they were on the cusp of presenting a myriad of choices…

As my pen is full, let me continue with what I am sure were their additional choices for public consideration:

1) Seek elimination of the monopoly control of transit by allowing other regional and private service providers entrance to Allegheny County; 
2) Ban transit strikes;

3) Eliminate work rules hindering management ability to operate efficiently, especially the one limiting the number of small buses PAT can use to provide service;
4) Pare its taxpayer supported compensation and benefits package (including the nation’s leading driver wages, ability to retire at 46 with full pension benefits, an extra payment of $6,000 annually until they reach 62 and lifetime health care coverage) to what the real world would experience (see #1);
5) Understand that choosing between “tax A or tax B” fails to represent all the choices, but that cutting spending is a real choice. Yes, the public may desire services, but at reasonable and market prices (see #1);
6) Adhere to the “spirit” of uniform taxation and cease “marginalizing” targeted businesses (e.g., restaurants, rental cars, amusement parks, etc.);

7) Continue driving around the financial sinkhole and gross disservice to the taxpayer by perpetuating the current inefficiency and waste;

8) All of the above—except #7.
There are countless other choices, but alas, like the council, I must have run out of ink…
