Honey, do these pants make my butt look big?
There possibly remains a few fortunate in skirting the above “no-win” question. We intuitively recognize the danger traveling this tortuous road and that even slight changes in expression, promise long, cold winter nights sharing the sofa with the dog. Whatever the truth, there is but one answer. Not desiring risking affection alienation, who can blame them? 

Just as I empathize with those above, I can imagine our political representation's frustration when considering avoiding telling constituents the truth. Spending at every level is exploding, debt is at calamity stage, yet dieting is not an option. Rather than honestly stating we are living beyond our means and that our fiscal house, burdened with massive debt, spurred by exorbitant spending, the response, is figuratively, “No honey, those pants don’t make your butt look too big.”

Adding another trillion in “bailouts” and another “stimulus plan” to our national debt is hardly going to solve a problem stemming from what is already too much spending and debt. Demographic shifts promising massive demand increases for social security, Medicare and Medicaid, poses unsustainable weight to our fiscal body. Subsidizing legacy costs for people no longer working, or are—at the very least—non-competitive in a global economy, only worsens our economic health. 

We’ve long argued—along with many others—for government at all levels to tighten its belt and begin a spending and debt diet. We have entreated for reducing a bulging regulatory mass dangerously close to destroying our ability to maintain the highest standard of living known to man. We’ve protested tax increases, property and otherwise, which serve only to subsidize monopoly, punish the productive, exacerbate an entitlement mentality, and on the local level, drive population, income and jobs, out of our county and state. 

A representative once characterized (to me) their willingness to increase spending, taxes, and debt (i.e., future tax) is “because the people want it” (more government programs, thus more spending and debt). Of course, we want it, but rather than tremble at risking voter alienation, cease enabling our self-destructive behavior. We must admit our butt is too big, that we can no longer spend money we don’t have—or shouldn’t (or couldn’t) borrow—on things we can no longer afford. 

No matter how we dress it up, our butt is too big. 

And by the way, Honey, those pants do not make your butt look big..."

