The War on Failure
By Howard Carpenter
For decades, one could not help but observe the endless “wars” on poverty, drugs, energy dependence, debt, trade imbalance, social security liabilities, illegal immigration, etc. Nor could one miss that these wars—and others—have not been won. Despite the trillions spent. What a contrast to a nation and its citizens who for over two centuries won every war—economic and otherwise, it fought...

A recent response from a local legislator to a constituent desiring urgency in completing the Mon Fayette Expressway (MFE) illustrates again this all too prevalent mindset (failure). Most legislators, to their credit, are supportive. Unfortunately, and despite the MFE’s link to our region’s economic growth (if not survival), this legislator promises failure.
Consider the legislator’s response...
“As I hope you are aware, I have been a supporter of the Mon-Fayette Expressway project. Unfortunately, it does not appear that there are funds available for the project at this time. While I continue to believe that this project would have benefits..., I believe that we must focus on improving existing roads and bridges at this point.  In light of the fact that Pennsylvania has a high proportion of bridges and roads in need of repair, and the fact that we have under-funded bridge and road repairs in recent years, we must prioritize the funds available.  At this point, I cannot justify building new roads when we have so many that are in need of repair.  I realize that the delays in construction cause myriad problems, particularly for those who own property in the right-of-way for the road, and I hope that we can find a way to address those problems.”

In addition to such tepid support (MFE), tantamount to a dead-beat parent promising support of his family while failing to tangibly provide (although they might fork over a ticket to a game), I view the above an illustration of past irresponsibility and failure to fulfill. The fact that roads and bridges aren’t maintained reflects prior mismanagement and failure to prioritize time and resources. That obvious irresponsibility endangers citizens and exacerbates our region’s challenges. That the legislator was condescending in his “understanding,” implies he doesn’t really understand, hasn’t the wherewithal to deliver solutions, and is clearly a willing partner to our region’s lackluster economic revitalization. 
We “cannot justify new roads,” but apparently, we could “justify” billions in entertainment projects, corporate welfare, and other projects of dubious value. For far too long this region was ignored—it’s time to complete a most basic responsibility, transportation. 
It’s time for a war on failure, a war on mediocrity, and war on hopelessness. We need legislators who, rather than explain away their legislative shortcomings, create additional problems, and artfully express incompetence, actually create lasting solutions. 

The legislator closes with “I hope we can find a way to address those problems.” 
There is a way. In the private sector, such manifest failure guarantees dismissal. Declare war on this attitude of failure, mediocrity, and hopelessness. Hire (elect) those understanding to the degree conducive to delivering solutions. 
It is long past time for a war on failure...






