The Devil Made Me Do It
Howard Carpenter, Regional Chamber Alliance

After reading the Allegheny Council’s Bob Macey letter to the editor (August 16), I thought for a moment Flip Wilson was ghost writing. The “Devil Made Me Do It”, a quip made famous some thirty years ago, was tantalizing close to the spirit of Mr. Macey’s letter. There was a difference, however; It’s now become “The State Made Me Do It…”

The “ignored reality” comment scolding my mere plebian (how dare I) cost-cutting suggestions (“did the council run out of ink”) as ignorant of state law reflects the chutzpah reality of all too many representatives. Rather than honestly and courageously “go where no man has gone before” by demanding costs and fares commensurate with user reality, let’s blame state law. Rather than sheepishly stating – by example – the “state made me do it”, why not challenge this convenient law permitting this perpetual fiscal fiasco? Rather than the never-ending search for additional and select pockets to pick, and the brazen “pick-your-tax” creativity, how about some born-again mettle to represent ALL Allegheny citizens and forgo the perennial pandering to a few? 

No, “the state made me do it.”
Tens of thousands of Allegheny County’s citizens and businesses have met the harsh reality of living with the growing TOTAL TAX burden and zero increase in PRIVATE SECTOR employment to pay them – have left and are leaving. According to the Allegheny Institute, with the exception of Katrina in Louisiana, no region in the United States has fared worse. Wonderful new stadiums, North Shore Connector, Wabash tunnel, failed to keep them here. 
The glaring reality is we are taxing ‘more and more’ the ‘less and less’ that remain. Tax ‘less and less’ we’ll experience ‘more and more” economic and population growth.

Those leaving may not know comedy, but unlike Flip, they didn’t blame the devil. They may be illiterate the state’s legal complexities, but with certainty, they felt the “State Made Them Do It.” 
