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2023 Eggstravaganza

Pictured are The Chamber Board of Directors, Tarek 
Howard, Auto Finance Super Center, Emily O’Brien, 
Bioscience Association of ND, Russel Crary, Crary Real 
Estate, Barry Wilfahrt, The Chamber serving at the 
event

2023 Eggstravaganza was a successful event, thanks to the support of The Chamber 
Members, the Board of Directors, staff, sponsors, and the Blue Moose in East Grand 
Forks, MN. Events like these contribute to a sense of community and provide an 
opportunity for networking and collaboration.

Expressing gratitude to sponsors, The Blue Moose, Altru Health System, JR Simplot, 
ND Mill & Elevator, US Foodservice, and Hugo’s, is essential for their support and 
involvement in making the event possible. Their contributions play a significant role 
in the event’s success.

Special recognition to The Blue Moose for donating their facility and staff. Such 
acts of generosity and community spirit help foster positive relationships between 
businesses and the community.

Pictured are The Chamber Board of Directors, Penny 
Stai, River Cinema, Meloney Linder, UND, Tyler Wilson, 
Vilandre Heating, AC & Plumbing, Kay Derry, Northern 
Roots Boutique serving at the event.

Pictured are Vildandre Heating, AC & Plumbing 
employees. 

Pictured are employees from Dusek Law, EGF, MN

http://www.gochamber.org
http://gochamber.org
https://www.gochamber.org/newsletters.html
https://www.gochamber.org/newsletters.html
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Community leaders spent a day at the Pentagon visiting with Air Force 
Undersecretaries for Intelligence Surveillance and Reconnaissance and 
Installations and the Vice Chief nominee for the Air Force.  The status of current 
missions, base infrastructure and a new mission were all talking points during the 
productive discussions.

DOD Leaders Meet with Grand Forks Leaders 

Chamber Receives Base Retention Grant
The ND Department of Commerce awarded The Chamber $250,000 for the 
biennium for the Mayor’s Base Retention Committee efforts.  The money will be 
used to explore, evaluate and pursue new mission opportunities at GFAFB and 
assess current and future base infrastructure as it relates to mission recruitment 
and retention.  The Mayor’s Committee meets monthly and includes:  Mayor 
Bochenski; Air Force Civic leader Bruce Gjovig, ACC Civic Leader and Chamber 
CEO, Barry Wilfahrt; Chamber MAC Chair and State Senator, Scott Meyer; and 
County Commissioner, Dave Engen.

Pictured are Keith Lund, GF Region EDC, Tom Ross, 
Mayor of Minot, ND, Brekka Kramer, Minot Chamber 
President, Shannon Full, Fargo Moorhead West Fargo 
Chamber President, Barry Wilfahrt, Grand Forks East 
Grand Fork Chamber President, Brandon Bochenski, 
Mayor of Grand Forks, ND, Anna Nelson, Williston 
Chamber President, Tim Mahoney, Mayor of Fargo, ND 
at the National Guard reception in Washington DC.

Team GF already making preparations for 2025 
Legislative Session
Planning for the 2025 legislative session has already started.  UAS 
infrastructure, base retention funding, UND infrastructure, state funding for 
Twining school, additional funds for the Discovery Center are all on the radar 
at this early point.  Meetings with local legislators will take place in April and 
December of next year and the Chamber is planning to take a delegation to 
Williston and Tioga in mid-July to meet with Western ND leaders and see what is 
happening in the oil industry out west.
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Annual Meeting Set for January 25th

Plan now to attend and watch for more details on the Chamber Annual 
Meeting coming up on January 25th.  

Chamber Board Chair, Russel Crary will turn the gavel over to incoming 
Chair, Tony Hodny.  The program will feature two panels on emerging 
opportunities in the Grand Forks economy.  The first will be on Bioscience 
opportunities and will be facilitated by Todd Forkel, Altru CEO. UND 
President, Andy Armocost will facilitate the second panel on AI and Cyber 
opportunities.   

The night will be capped off with the presentation of the prestigious 
Henry Havig Award for a lifetime of volunteer and community service. 
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EGF EDA Planning Session Yields EGF Plan for 
Future Growth
Helping existing East Grand Forks Businesses expand and developing resources 
to address community issues such as housing, workforce, child care and quality 
of life were identified as the top two priority areas for EGF. Success will be 
defined by growth in the tax base and increasing sales tax receipts, population 
growth, more housing starts and growth of business establishments.  The 
chamber working with the EGF Economic Development Authority is developing 
an aggressive “to do” list for 2024-2026 to make these things happen.

See the full report funding jointly by the EGF Economic Development Authority 
and The Chamber at this link. LINK

The booming local UAS industry has many opportunities ahead.  The Chamber will host a 
series of five planning sessions centered around identifying challenges and opportunities.  
The goal setting session s are set for January 8th-12th for all UAS Committee members.  
Members can participate in one or all of the sessions.  

The sessions are centered around small UAS, Large UAS, Beyond Visual line of Sight, UAS 
workforce and ND UAS Brand and national marketing.  Watch for registration details that will 
be emailed in December or email Barry at the Chamber for more details. 

UAS Planning Sessions Planned

The Chamber would also like to thank long time Grand Forks/East Grand Forks 
Business man Gary Shields for visiting many EGF businesses over the past year.
We appreciate him sharing their input both at the public meeting and privately 
with Chamber leadership. Several changes for the 2024 Chamber plan will be 
made because of Gary’s input. 

Special Thanks to Gary Shields

http://www.chamberorganizer.com/thechamber/docs/The_Future_of_Economic_Development_in_East_Grand_Forks_Meeting_Summary.2...pdf
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Recent Sales Tax Vote a huge boost For Quality of Life
By a 2/3 majority Grand Forks Voters passed the extension of a ¾ sales tax to fund a variety of 
quality of life initiatives including ongoing upgrades.  The regional market capture analysis and 
geofencing led by the Chamber right before the pandemic evidenced just how important major 
event facilities are for the local economy.  Quality of life amenities continue to be one of the 
key factors in workforce recruitment which continues to be the number one issue facing local 
businesses. Congratulations to the City and Park District on this victory.  

Next fall voters in East Grand Forks will vote on a sales tax increase for several park district 
facilities that will also add to quality of life opportunities for area resident.  The MN Legislature 
approved putting this proposal to EGF voters during the 2023 legislative session. 

The positive momentum continues in GF/EGF!!!

2022-2023 Representative Senior 4-H member award 
Ben Romuld and Mercedes Hoverson are the recipients of the 2022-2023 Representative Senior 
4-H member award for their involvement in leadership responsibilities, observable gains in personal 
development, active participation in 4-H events and activities, acquisition of presentation skills learned 
through talks, reports and demonstrations, along with committee and group involvement during their 
total 4-H career.

Ben Romuld, since beginning with the Sabercats 4-H Club in 
2011, this member has gained invaluable knowledge, skills and 
experience that will continue to benefit him and others well into 
the future. Participating in many events at the club, county and 
district level, he has exhibited many items at the state level as 
well. Community service projects include time at the Women’s 
Pregnancy Center, St. Joseph’s Social Care, Valley Eldercare 
and the local Food Bank. He has participated in Project Expo, 

Funworks, Follies (performing as well as building props), Speech and 
Demo Events, Basketball Party (as a member of championship teams in 2016 and 2017!), Consumer 
Choices, the Grand Forks County Fair (as an exhibitor and volunteer), and the Potato Bowl Parade. 

Mercedes Hoverson has been an active participant in 4-H since 
2016. During most of those years, she has been an officer of the 
Hazenbrook Colts 4-H Club, including such positions as President, 
Vice President, and Treasurer. She has always been a natural 
leader but 4-H has definitely helped her to fine tune her skills in 
leadership, communication, and many other skills important to 
life in general. At meetings, she has been very active with helping 
younger members with projects and has also volunteered to 
help with activities at 4-H day camps. She has also participated 
in many other county activities throughout the years. Some of 

these include Project Expo, Communication Arts, Follies, Tractor 
Safety Camp, the Basketball Party, Awards Banquets, Community Service Events, the County Fair, and 
the State Fair. These events have had a very positive effect on her attitude, self-confidence, and her 
performance in academics and sports, as well. Participating in the Grand Forks County
Fair has always been the highlight of her 4-H year.

Pictured, Jon Rentz, Alerus, Ben Romuld, 
Joe Fietek, Ultima Bank

Pictured, Jon Rentz, Alerus, Mercedes 
Hoverson, Joe Fietek, Ultima Bank
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The 2023 Chamber Leadership Class will graduate on December 6th. After 3 months of classes they have learned alot about
themselves, our community and improved their leadership skills. They also have made new friends and contacts.

Congratulations on completing the program!

Wade Anderson
UND Facilities

Ashley Bayne
UND SMHS

Bill Adams
Grand Forks Region

EDC

Katie Barta
Probitas Promotions

Nicole Benson
Blue Zones

Samantha Bergan
City of GF

Theresa  Brorby
Minnkota Power

Sadie Gilbraith
Minnkota Power

Mike Casey
Ideal Aerosmith

Louis Christoffer
Retrax

Lance Effertz
UND Facilities

Blane Geddes
Retrax

Nadia Grosskruetz
Alerus Center

Sara Hamling
UND EERC

Eric Hegstrom
Northern Plains

Railway

Sara Haugen
UND Marketing &
Communications

KaeLyn Heikens-Lauinger

GF Police Dept
Jake Kallock

LM Windpower

Derek Holt
First Community

Credit Union

John Hunt
UND EERC

Jessica Jacobson
Ag Country

Casey Morin
Blue Moose 

Bar & Grill

Aaron Motl
GF Park District

Derek Muir
Northern Plains

Railway

Emily Pearce
Altru

Drew Pinkerton
Circle of Friends
Animal Shelter

Joe Reynolds
Ideal Aerosmith

Jordan Salander
First State Bank

David Kuznicki
UND Aerospace

Sara Lahr
UND EERC

Kerryanne Leroux
UND EERC

Gracie Lian
GF County

Hennessy Locsin
Alerus Center

Lisa Loland
All Embracing

Home Care

Jennifer Marben
Vaaler Insurance

Kalissa Sigette
Ag Country

Corey Stone
Alerus Center

Jim Weber
UND Facilities

Robert Whiting
Fenworks

Kiana Wiegandt
Enclave Property

Management

mailto:?subject=
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Panel - Strategy in Business, Make the Right Decisions in 
2024!
We are excited to announce “Unleash the Power of Strategic Excellence”! 
Geared towards business leaders, seeking ways to stay ahead in the 
dynamic landscapes of today’s economy.

Features panelists:            Facilitated by:

John C. Oncken
CEO/Co-Founder of 
True North Equipment

Wednesday, December 20, 2023 - 11:30am-1:00pm
The Chamber Board Room

$20/person - Member  (Includes Lunch)
$30/person - Non-Member  (Includes Lunch)

    Registration Information
Limited seats available. Sign up today!

Registrations for this seminar are available online only.  
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Lisa Mangino Swanson,
Communications 
Director of Hugo’s Family 
Marketplace/Hugo’s Wine & 
Spirits

Bruce has devoted the entirety 
of his professional career to 
entrepreneurship and business. 
He joined the UND Center for 
Innovation Foundation in 1984 
and served 800-plus start-up 
ventures for over 33 years. 
Bruce will lead the presentation 
as a moderator and business
subject matter expert engaging 
Lisa and John as local industry 
leaders on best practices and 
financial strategies wrapping 
2023 and starting 2024 strong!

Bruce Gjovig
United States Air Force 
Civic Leader,
North Dakota Bio-Tech 
Association Chair

This training will feature industry professionals sharing their knowledge and experience 
delving into key areas impacting your bottom line:
• Financial Strategy
• Human Resource Strategy
• Customer Engagement and Connection
• Marketing and Communications
Our session will conclude with a Q&A. Bring your questions.

mailto:https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php%3Forgcode%3DTCGF%26evid%3D65916803?subject=
mailto:https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php%3Forgcode%3DTCGF%26evid%3D65916803?subject=
https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=TCGF&evid=79328253
mailto:https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php%3Forgcode%3DTCGF%26evid%3D65916803?subject=
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Special Olympics North Dakota 
Ally Grainger
2616 S 26th St
Grand Forks, ND 58201
www.specialolympicsnd.org

Special Olympics empowers people with intellectual 
disabilities to realize their full potential and develop 
their skills through year-round sports training and 
competition.  As a result, Special Olympics North 
Dakota athletes become fulfilled and productive 
members of their families and the communities in 
which they live.  Special Olympics is an experience 
that is energizing, healthy, skillful, welcoming and 
joyful!   Finally, and critically important - because 
Special Olympics ND receives no state or federal 
funding, our donors are our lifeline, and our 
volunteers make our program shine! 

Crisp & Green
Tyler Skavlem
2712 S. Columbia Rd. Ste. 450
Grand Forks, ND 58201
grandforksnd@crispandgreen.com
www.crispandgreen.com
“We believe nourishing your healthy lifestyle goes 
beyond the kitchen. We are devoted to delivering an 
exceptionally crisp experience to our guests, not just 
with our chef-crafted & scratch-made menu but also 
through our high standard of service, our belief in 
being 100% authentic, & our passionate commitment 
to our community.”

Three Pillars of Core Beliefs:

An Exceptional Product
We provide nutritious and convenient food to fit a 
busy, wellness-driven lifestyle. While we believe 
that eating healthy should feel good, we also think it 
should taste good, too. That’s why every ingredient 
is prepared in our kitchen from start to finish. We 
craft every menu item to be full of flavors that are 
balanced, wholesome and unique, keeping your 
palate satisfied and your body nourished.
You shouldn’t have to choose between a quick meal 
and a healthy one. Your time is precious. We take 
advantage of technology, intelligent design, and 
thoughtful systems to ensure that your CRISP & 
GREEN® experience is efficient and seamless, even 
during our busiest times.
World-Class Hospitality
We believe that fast and efficient service can also be 
kind, engaging and gracious service. Every member 
of our crew has a natural passion for taking care 
of others and creating real connections. We take 
pleasure in providing genuine hospitality to each 
guest that comes through our doors and are proud to 
provide a memorable service experience.
Commitment to Community.
Living Crisp is more than just eating healthy, it’s a 
movement that embodies being the best you from the 
inside out. We believe that every individual should 
have access to the tools needed to live a positive, 
healthy life. Therefore, we have teamed up with like-
minded organizations in our community to bring you 
events that provide insight on how to be your best 
you.
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LOVE HOLIDAY FUN? 
MAKE SURE TO CHECK OUT...

NOV. 27 – DEC. 22, 2023
New Location: Lincoln Clubhouse | 250 Elks Dr.

Bell Insurance Services, LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Bell Bank. Products and 
services offered through Bell Insurance are: Not FDIC Insured | No Bank Guarantee  
May Lose Value | Not A Deposit | Not Insured by Any Federal Government Agency

With comprehensive home, auto, 
commercial, and life and health 

policies for protection and peace of 
mind, Bell Insurance stands out from 

the crowd with coverage options 
in your best interest – always. 

bell.insurance
 4303 S. Columbia Rd. Suite 103

Grand Forks, N.D.

https://www.gfparks.org/programs-activities/special-events/santas-village/
https://undalumni.org/champions-club/events.html
https://bell.insurance/
https://www.aleruscenter.com/events/detail/pbr-grand-forks-chute-out
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November 1, To November 30, 2023
The following businesses know the value of their 
Chamber Membership and have renewed their 

membership in The Chamber GF/EGF.
‘l Bistro Mediterranean Eatery
5-Star Collision & Glass Center
A & L Siding & Home Improvement 

Center
A&H Vending CO. INC
ACCESSND
Acres & Shares, LLC
Adams Family Farms, Partnership
Alerus Center
American Crystal Sugar
Apex Apparel
Applegren Construction
Auto Finance Super Center
Balloons by Misti
BBI International
BeMobile Corporate Center
BeMobile Verizon Columbia Road
Best Western Harvest Inn & Suites
Bioscience Association of North Dakota
Blue Moose Bar & Grill
Bolton & Menk
Bonzer’s Sandwich Pub
Bud & Ralph’s Appliance Service
C & H Insurance
C & R Cleaners & Laundry
Cancer Center of North Dakota
Cloud 9 Events
Country View Townhome Apartments
Crary Real Estate
D.J. Burris Quality Carpet Cleaning

Dak Minn Blood Bank
Dakota Mailing & Shipping Equipment 

Inc.
DeMers Dental - Dr. Erickson
Design Rich Architect, LLC
Docu-Shred, Inc.
Don’s ABC Seamless, Inc.
Driscoll’s Auto Service
Dusek Law
East Grand Storage
Economy Plumbing, Inc.
Elite Steering Driving School
Epitome Energy
F Pederson Consulting LLC
Farmers National Company
First Community Credit Union-EGF
First State Bank
First State Bank
Florian’s Excavating
GF Blue Line Club
GF Motor Vehicle Branch Office
Global Friends Coalition
GOLDMARK Property Management, Inc.
GoodInsurance
Grand Cities Games
Grand Forks County Historical Society
Grand Forks Growth and Support 

Center
Greenberg Realty - Lynn Kvidt
H & R Block - DeMers Ave

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP    R E N E W A L SR E N E W A L S
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H & R Block - S. Washington
Holiday Inn Express & Suites
ICON Architects
Ihry Insurance
Impact Dakota
Jewelry On The Run
Joe Black’s
Johnson Law Firm
Johnston Family Law
Johnstown Bean Company
Kelly’s Bar
Kenny’s Music
KodaBank
Korsmo Family Dentistry, P.C.
Lake Region State College
Lumber Mart
MAK Construction LLC
Manke Family Dentistry
Maple View Memory Care Community
Mary Kay Cosmetics - Jane Brueske, 

Sales Director
Medica Health Insurance
Miller Motivations, LLC
Mobile Pro
Nexus-PATH Family Healing
Nodak Insurance Peterka Agency
North Dakota Museum of Art
North Dakota Safety Council
Northern Plains Potato Growers 

Association
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Opp Construction
Pampered Chef-Tonya Murphy
Pearson Christensen, PLLP
Petcetera Animal Clinic
Phil Thompson & Associates
Pifer’s Auction & Realty

Playmakers All American Lounge
Plaza Motel
Prairie Business Magazine
PS Industries Incorporated
Public Arts Commission
PUCKS Commercial Cleaning
Red River Children’s Advocacy Center
Red River Valley Habitat for Humanity
RehabAuthority
Rivard’s Turf & Forage Inc
River Cinema 15
Ron & Nick Adams Farms
S & S Promotional Group, Inc.
ShareHouse Foundation
Sleep Inn and Suites
Southern Estates, INC.
Spare Husband, Inc.
Spectra Health
St. Joseph’s Social Care and Thrift Store
Steamatic Total Cleaning & Restoration
Sunrooms Plus, Inc.
Tavern United
The Opal Events Center
Three Farm Daughters
Tidal Wave Auto Spa
Timber & Ash Designs
Todd’s Trailer Sales & Rentals
Twin Tandem Studios
United States Postal Service - Grand 

Forks, ND
United Valley Bank
USDA Grand Forks Human Nutrition 

Research Center
Valley Dairy/Valley Car Wash
Wakefield Hearing Center
Willie Huot
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FIBT.COM

SAND STEEL
 BUILDING CO.

CLICK HERE TO ADVERTISE

https://www.firstintlbank.com/
http://www.sandsteelbuilding.com/
http://www.iamlignite.com
https://und.edu/innovation/
mailto:info%40gochamber.org?subject=Advertise%20in%20Member2Member
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We are the “welcoming arm” of The Chamber  
We welcome new chamber members and businesses with ribbon cutting ceremonies. 
We assist with registration and greeting at Chamber functions and we participate in The 
Chamber’s annual Membership Drive.

If you are interested in becoming an Ambassador please contact 
Tina, info@gochamber.org or call 701-772-7271.

AMBASSADORS   AMBASSADORS   M E E T I N GM E E T I N G

Contact us today by 
visiting our website for 

more information 

Delta
www.delta.com

Allegiant
www.allegiantair.com

GFK
www.gfkairport.com/

PLAN YOURWINTER
GETAWAY TODAY!

www.delta.com

www.allegiantair.com www.gfkairport.com

Fly Local, Fly GFK

Pictured are members of The Chamber Ambassadors.

The Chamber Ambassadors held their monthly meeting 
at Joe Blacks, Grand Forks, ND.  

mailto:info%40gochamber.org?subject=Chamber%20Ambassador
https://gfkairport.com/
http://www.delta.com
http://www.delta.com
http://www.allegiantair.com
http://www.allegiantair.com
https://gfkairport.com/
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RIBBONRIBBON     C U T T I N GC U T T I N G

The Chamber Ambassadors would love to meet you and 
celebrate your business with a ribbon cutting ceremony. 

If you are interested, please contact Tina at 772-7271 or 
info@gochamber.org to schedule a ribbon cutting event.

Pictured are employees of Faye Pederson Consulting and The Chamber Ambassadors.

Faye Pederson Consulting
311 S 4th St #113, Grand Forks, ND 58201

Pictured are employees of Insomnia Cookies their associates and The Chamber Ambassadors.

Insomnia Cookies
416 Demers Ave, Grand Forks, ND 58201

mailto:JessicaT%40Gochamber.org?subject=
mailto:info%40gochamber.org?subject=
https://www.pedersonconsultingllc.com/
https://insomniacookies.com/menu/2102
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Pictured are employees of Polk County Family Resource Center, their associates and The Chamber 
Ambassadors.

Polk County Family Resource Center
1424 Central Ave NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721

https://polkcountyresources.org/legal-services
https://www.ars.usda.gov/plains-area/gfnd/gfhnrc/docs/nutrition-studies/nutrition-studies/
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DAVID WILSON NAMED AVP FOR HEALTH RESEARCH AND CHAIR OF 
UND’S DEPARTMENT OF INDIGENOUS HEALTH
UND and the School of Medicine & Health Sciences (SMHS) have named David R. 
Wilson, Ph.D., as the inaugural Associate Vice President for Health Research and 
Chair of the School’s world-first Department of Indigenous Health. Dr. Wilson will 
assume the new roles effective Jan. 1, 2024.

“It is an absolute honor to be selected to continue the outstanding work in health 
research ongoing at UND’s medical and health sciences college and across the 
university,” said Dr. Wilson, who was first introduced to the Department as a keynote 
speaker at the SMHS Indigenous Trauma & Resilience Research Center’s (ITRRC) first 
annual symposium in 2022.

All Embracing Home Care Welcomes Emily Schenk
Emily Schenk has accepted a new roll as DD coordinator for All 
Embracing Home Care.  Emily started working for All Embracing 
Home Care in September of 2021 as a care manager. Recently 
she was promoted from an outstanding Care Manager to our 
Developmental Disabilities Program Coordinator and will oversee 
clients and make sure they are getting the proper cares they need. 

Emily has 7 years of DD experience as a DSP. She grew up in 
Thompson and graduated in 2010. Currently, Emily lives in Grand 
Forks with her 3 daughters. She has mentioned, “I love doing 
everything & anything with my girls.“ 

Emily truly enjoys assisting individuals with various needs. She has stated, “Assisting 
others is very rewarding. The bonds made, is something I will cherish forever.”

Please welcome Emily to a well deserved promotion and advancing your career.

Emily Schenk
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We are thrilled to announce the promotion of two exceptional individuals 
within our U.S. Bank team in the Grand Forks area

Firstly, we would like to congratulate Kim Newman on her new 
role as branch manager at our downtown location. With 8 and a 
half years of experience with U.S. Bank, Kim has proven herself 
to be a valuable asset to our company and a familiar face for 
our customers at the downtown Grand Forks branch. Her recent 
position as Client Relationship Consultant has provided her with 
extensive knowledge and understanding of our customers’ needs, 
making her the right fit for this role.

Kim is known for being family-oriented and loves spending time 
with her loved ones.  She has been with her significant other for 

10 and a half years and has 6 grand kids, all boys, with a 7th on the way.  She also 
has a shepherd\husky mix dog that is 5 years old and enjoys taking him to the dog 
park, doggy daycare, and to her parents lake cabin.  Christmas is her favorite time of 
the year.  Kim is outgoing, a very happy person, and loves life.  

Additionally, we would like to extend our congratulations to Chelsey 
Gunville on accepting the role of branch manager for our Grand 
Forks 13th and Columbia location. Chelsey’s passion for delivering 
outstanding customer service combined with her strong leadership 
skills make her an excellent fit for this position. With Chelsey at the 
helm of this branch, we are confident that it will thrive under her 
guidance.  

Chelsey was born and raised in Grand Forks, ND.  She is a proud 
wife and mom; she has a 7 year old son and an 11 month old 
daughter.  She enjoys spending her time with her family, going to 

her family cabin on Maple Lake in the summer and puzzles.  Chelsey has also fired 
up her student hat and taken on some college courses so her schedule is quite busy.  

Once again, we would like to express how pleased we are with these promotions 
within our organization. We believe that both Kim and Chelsey will continue to 
represent U.S. Bank’s values of integrity, excellence, trustworthiness, teamwork, and 
diversity in their new roles.

Kim Newman

Chelsey Gunville
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GNDC ANNOUNCES BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2024, NAMES 
EXECUTIVE TEAM

The Greater North Dakota Chamber (GNDC) announces the appointment of five 
new board members to its Board of Directors, as well as the full slate of officers for 
2024.

Joining the Board is Alissa Adams – West Acres Development, Josh Blackaby – 
SandPro, LLC, Amber Larson – Bartlett & West, Victor Meyers – Red River Valley & 
Western Railroad Company, and Thomas Stromme – First Western Bank and Trust. 

“We are excited to introduce our new board members, whose diverse expertise and 
dedication will further enrich our organization’s mission. Each member brings their 
perspective and experience to undoubtedly strengthen our organization’s strategic 
vision,” stated Arik Spencer, GNDC President and CEO. “We look forward to their 
valuable contributions in guiding GNDC and our state towards continued success.”

In addition, John Oncken – True North Equipment has been named chair to lead the 
executive team of Chair Elect, Molly Barnes – Northern Improvement Company; 
Finance Chair, Vaune Johnson – Cornerstone Bank; Policy Chair, Jeremy Rham – 
Otter Tail Power; Strategic VISION Planning Chair Danette Welsh – ONEOK, Inc; and 
Member-At-Large, Dan Pearson – Northwest Tire. Nick Hacker – The Title Team is 
the immediate past chair. 

“The business climate of the state has been carefully constructed over time. With 
GNDC at the forefront for the past century, North Dakota has remained business-
friendly, fostering job growth, economic diversification, and innovation. The Board 
understands the magnitude of the momentum to enhance the overall quality of life 
and affirm that our business community is actively shaping a brighter future,” stated 
John Oncken, GNDC Board Chair. “We can’t gain ground without GNDC’s strong 
advocacy.” 

Pictured are Alissa Adams – West Acres Development, Josh Blackaby – SandPro, LLC, Amber Larson 
– Bartlett & West, Victor Meyers – Red River Valley & Western Railroad Company, and Thomas 
Stromme – First Western Bank and Trust.
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Hosted by Circle of Friends 

at Ground Round, 2800 32nd Ave S, Grand Forks, ND 58201
Thursday, December 21, 2023 - 4:45pm ~ 7:00pm

Circle of Friends invites all Chamber Members and their 
employees to join them for a fun Business After Hours event!

Free Admission – Complimentary hors d’oeuvres, drink ticket & cash bar
 Great door prizes  - Progressive cash drawing is at $700.

    Stop by...Enjoy the fun and take advantage of great networking opportunities.      
   You might even win $700 in our Progressive Cash drawing! 

We’ll draw the name of one Chamber Member business. If someone from that organization 
is present, they win!!

Forward this message on to your friends and colleagues. 
See you Thursday, December 21, 2023 at Business After Hours!

*Because of the nature of this event, no children under 18 may attend.

BUSINESSBUSINESS  A F T E R  H O U R SA F T E R  H O U R S

Thank you to Cloud 9 and Olive Ann for hosting an eventful Business After Hours.
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2024 Advertising
Community Profile/

Membership Directory 
OPPORTUNITY

SPACE IS LIMITED!
Click Here For More Information

or Contact Tina at the Chamber 
 772-7271 or e-mail: tfetsch@gochamber.org

AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME!

CLICK HERE TO CLICK HERE TO 
ADVERTISEADVERTISE

https://www.chamberorganizer.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=TCGF&evid=76768163
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Executive Committee
Chair: Russel Crary, Crary Real Estate

Chair Elect: Tony Hodny, H & S Electrical Services LLC
Past Chair: Tommy Kenville, iSight Drone Services

Matt Fisher, Probitas Promotions
Kay Derry, Northern Roots Boutique
Pat Boppre, Blue Moose Bar & Grill
Barry Wilfahrt, Chamber GF/EGF

Board of Directors
Meghan Compton, Altru Health System

Mike Dunn, Construction Engineers
Torrie Enget, Hugo’s Family Marketplace
Mike Fridolfs, Northrop Grumman Corp.
Annie Gorder, Three Farm Daughters

Tarek Howard, Auto Finance Super Center
Meloney Linder, University of North Dakota

Keith Lund, GF EDC
Mike McLean, JLG Architects

Matt Norby, Norby’s Work Perks
Emily O’Brien, Bioscience Association of ND

Scott Reck, Northdale Oil
Andy Schneider, Dakota Concealed/GF County Sheriff

John Schumacher, American Federal
Penny Stai, River Cinema

Tyler Wilson, Vilandre Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing
Sr. Military Advisor to the Board

Col. Timothy Curry,  GFAFB

Chamber Staff

Barry Wilfahrt 
President/CEO

barry@gochamber.org

Kimberly Strom
Vice President of Operations

kimberlys@gochamber.org

Janelle Wald
Vice President of Membership Engagement and Development

janellew@gochamber.org

Tina Fetsch
Marketing and Communications Director

info@gochamber.org
tfetsch@gochamber.org

THETHE     C H A M B E RC H A M B E R

mailto:barry%40gochamber.org?subject=
mailto:kimberls%40gochamber.org?subject=
mailto:kimberls%40gochamber.org?subject=
mailto:emberlyl%40gochamber.org?subject=
http://gochamber.org

