
  

Triple Crown Hometowns – 2011 Report 
Economic Development Division: Jay Prince, Vice-Chairman 

 

 Investment Goals: 
 31 Investors = Record investment of $84,000 

 

 TCH Retiree Celebration: 
 Event was held June 16, 2011 at The Crescent 

 Approximately 125 retirees, newcomers, and a record number of investors gathered for the event, 
sponsored by the 2011 Diamond Crown Investor, Fellowship Homes at Brookside. Attendees celebrated 

10 Years of the TCH initiative, plus the 350 retiree households that have relocated into the South 
Georgia area, resulting in 698 new jobs, and $14.7 million in annual income. 

 10 Year TCH Charter Investors were honored and recognized at the event: 

 Allan Dear Real Estate                               Brandon, Rackley & Dukes, PC 

 Brooks County Hospital                            Colquitt EMC 

 Georgia Power Company                           Hidden Cove, LLC 

 Lowndes County Commissioners              SMITH Northview Hospital 

 South Georgia Medical Center                   The Park Avenue Bank 
 

 Retirement Living South Georgia Style Magazine: 
 Distribution date: January 2012, quantity of 2,000 

 

 Website: 
 In the process of converting over to a simple format to keep updated on a monthly basis 

 Website www.georgiaretire.com had more than 1500 hits since January 2011 
 

 Accolades:  
 “Named Top 100 Places to Live in the U.S.” by RelocateAmerica and sent out a special email for 

Valdosta to vote to receive the Top 10 

 Recognized as “One of the 10 Great Places to Retire in the South” by Retirement Lifestyles 
 

 Marketing Materials: 
 Provide leads to investors of possible new clients and/or consumers through Monthly Investor’s Prospect 

and Newcomers Contact Report 

 A new TCH logo was finalized: June 2011 and in the process of developing a new TCH brochure 
 Two billboards on I-75 during the course of the year 

 Full page article in the Summer issue of Progress Magazine 
 Personally visited all TCH Investors and thanked them for their investments 

 Radio visit with our 2011 Diamond Crown Investor, John LaHood of Fellowship Homes at Brookside 
 

 Proposed Goals for 2012 
 Hold four Speed Networking Luncheons for retirees and investors to build relationships 
 Continue to work with our local delegation for the creation of the Georgia Certified Community 

program 

 

http://www.georgiaretire.com/


 
Triple Crown Hometowns – 2011 Investors 

 

$15,000 DIAMOND CROWN 

Fellowship Home at Brookside 

 

$10,000 EMERALD CROWN 

SMITH Northview Hospital 

South Georgia Medical Center 

(Langdale Place/Hospice of South Georgia) 

 

$5,000 RUBY CROWN 

City of Valdosta    Colquitt EMC 

Cypress Lakes Development, Inc. 

Lowndes County Board of Commissioners 

 

$2,500 SAPPHIRE CROWN 

Allan Dear Real Estate    Brandon, Rackley & Dukes, P.C. 

Citizens Community Bank    Southeastern Federal Credit Union 

The Greeting Service 

 

$1,000 AMETHYST CROWN 

Alert-Tech Systems, Inc.    AT&T 

Brooks County Hospital    Comfort Keepers of Valdosta 

Edward Jones Investments, Greg Reid    Eye Associates of South Georgia, LLC 

Farmers & Merchants Bank    Georgia Power Company 

Hidden Cove, LLC    Humana, Ellen Dent 

Lanier County Board of Commissioners    Moody Law Firm 

Presbyterian Home and Retirement Community    Prince Automotive Group 

Real Living Realty Advisors    The City of Quitman 

The Herndon Company    The Park Avenue Bank 

The Residences at Five Points 

 

www.GeorgiaRetire.com 

 



What is the SEEDS Center?What is the SEEDS Center?

• An entrepreneur resource center providing 

FREE assistance to start-up businesses as 
well as existing and expanding businesses. 



Our MissionOur Mission
• To foster and assist entrepreneur development in 

Lowndes County

• To maintain partnerships with area chambers 
(Berrien, Brooks, Cook, Lanier, Lowndes, Turner 
and Worth Counties) 

• To provide FREE entrepreneur development 
resources through the SEEDS Business Resource 
Center regardless of chamber membership.

• To provide FREE sophisticated information 
services to existing businesses and prospective new 
businesses.



Sowing SuccessSowing Success

The SEEDS Center was designed on the
model of economic gardening. The model
seeks to create jobs by nurturing start up
businesses and entrepreneurs and supporting
existing companies in a community.  



SEEDS Center facts:SEEDS Center facts:

• 3,100+ clients seen since 2004
• 1,650+ how-to-start guides distributed
• 1,100+ in the start-up stage
• 750+ existing/expanding businesses
• 815+ members & Realtors/developers
• 600+ returning clients & general information
• 130+ have started a business
• 330+ jobs have been created

$6 million estimated annual payroll



Step 1: Step 1: Planning

Guide to Starting a Business

Business Plan Writing Assistance

Demographics

Consumer Spending

Industry Information

Competitor Information

Traffic Counts



Guide to Starting a BusinessGuide to Starting a Business
INCLUDES:

Entrepreneur Test

Building a Business Plan

Determining Cash Needed to Start a Business

How to Develop an Effective Marketing Plan

Legal Aspects of Starting a Business

Licensing

Tax Information

Starting Utility Services

Labor and Safety Regulations

Financing Information

Business Service Providers

One Year Plan for Entrepreneurs

Resource Directory 

Glossary of Terms

Occupations Requiring State Licenses

City of Valdosta First Steps and Pre-Application Meetings 

City of Valdosta Occupational Tax Certificate 

Lowndes County Planning and Zoning Information



Business Plan Writing AssistanceBusiness Plan Writing Assistance



Market Research AssistanceMarket Research Assistance



Market Research AssistanceMarket Research Assistance



Industry Research AssistanceIndustry Research Assistance

Your c
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Market Research AssistanceMarket Research Assistance

Church Street 
Coffee 107 S Church St Hahira GA 31632

Elliano's 1343 Baytree Rd Valdosta GA 31602

Elliano’s 108 Northside Dr Valdosta GA 31602

Hildegard's 101 E Central Ave # 3 Valdosta GA 31601

Red Velvet 
Cakes & Coffee 1700 Norman Dr Valdosta GA 31601

Starbucks 1305 N Saint Augustine Rd Valdosta GA 31601



Market Research AssistanceMarket Research Assistance



Professional ConsultantsProfessional Consultants

Industries Represented:
Accounting
Advertising
Banking
Business Coaching
Financial Planning
Investments
Legal Services
Marketing 
Media Advertising
Media Production
Mediation
Organization & Development
Payroll
Photography
Site Planning
Web Design

A client in need of professional advice:  
I contact a Professional Consultant for an 
appointment

Consultants provide a one 
hour FREE session with 
SEEDS Center clients



Seminars and ConnectionsSeminars and Connections

• Attend Business University Seminars
• Make a connection with the SBDC; attend 

classes and consult for further advice 



Chamber Leads GroupsChamber Leads Groups

Professionals Building Relationships

Chairman:  Robert Shrum

Valdosta Networking Professionals

Co-Chair:  Jerry Kozuch

Co-Chair:  Courtney Copeland



Past winners include:

2006- SmithBarnas & Associates
2007- Code 3 Response Security
2008- Azalea Health Innovations
2009- SEGA Medical Research

and 2010 Winner:

The purpose of the competition is to cultivate opportunity for motivated 
entrepreneurs to develop and start up a business in Lowndes County that will 
hire university and college graduates.

This is a program of the Valdosta-
Lowndes County Chamber of 

Commerce that has been sponsored by 
Guardian Bank since its inception in 

2006.



What do you need toWhat do you need to
remember today?remember today?
• Our resources are FREE of charge!
• We are here to help entrepreneurs! 
• Our services are not limited to Valdosta and Lowndes   

County
• And we do not stop here…we do our best to stay in    

contact with clients to ensure that their businesses 
remain successful

• Our doors are OPEN for your questions or concerns



Thank you and have a great day!

Visit our website

www.SEEDSBusinessResourceCenter.com
or email

vbrown@ValdostaChamber.com  
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