Valdosta-Lowndes County Chamber of Commerce

MetroOne Committee Meeting; Wednesday, April, 20, 2011; 5:30 p.m.; Chamber
Members Present: John Trombetta, Bill Simmons, Joanna Nijem, Sirocus Barnes, Monica Boyd, Emily Browning and Anne Shenton
Simmons and Trombetta called the meeting to order. The group reviewed and accepted the minutes from the March meeting. 
Myrna Ballard was present at the meeting to talk about Chamber policies and answer any questions from the group. Ballard shared with the group that if any purchases are made, the business must be a Chamber member. Ballard also told the group that if there is someone who wants to donate to the group would handle allocating the funds as they become available. Ballard also talked about sponsorships and encouraged MetroOne to submit the activities they would like to be sponsored to Deen who would present them to Betty Morgan and Erika Bennett. 

The group discussed sponsorship for the 100 Opportunities and whether or not activities on the list were required to be Chamber members. Ballard answered that any business listed must be a Chamber member, but anything else that would not logically be a member of the Chamber would not have to be. She also suggested to the group that they make the activities broader than listing something that involves a particular business.

· YP Advocacy—Nijem Reporting
· Chamber sent out a press release promoting submissions for 100 Opportunities 
· The draft will tentatively be shown to the committee in July
· The first phase of release will be at YP Day in October
· Anne Shenton mentioned using coded images to promote the list
· Professional Development—Biddix Reporting

· Biddix reported that she is leaving and Simmons, Trombetta and Deen are working on her replacement
· Reported on the Professional Development Seminar:
· 40 attendees

· Not sure if we’re hosting it in 2012 or combining with the Regional Conference

· Need to find another venue for 2012; there will be no University Center

· Still working on details for June Lunch-n-Learn

· Marketing & Membership—Shenton 
· An e-blast was sent promoting MetroOne social media

· Anne is working on presentations and encouraging employers to participate

· The website has been redesigned and reorganized, and changes are still being made
· Networking & Community Engagement—Barnes
· Lunch-n-Listen planned during Brown Bag Lunch Concert Series
· Working on rescheduling the Progressive Dinner
Respectfully submitted,

ReKasa Deen
