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Facts vs. Myths about School Unification 
 

MYTH:  Supporters of a unified school system only want city residents to vote on the school unification referendum? 

FACT:  Some people have asked why Valdosta residents are the only ones who get to vote on the school unification referendum as 
opposed to all residents in Lowndes County.  By law, counties have the constitutional responsibility to provide public education to all 
children unless the student lives within an independent school district. The City of Valdosta School System was created by an 
ordinance of the City of Valdosta.  

State law provides two methods to place a school unification referendum on the ballot: 

1. A bill introduced and passed by the Georgia General Assembly and signed by the Governor calling for the consolidation of the 
independent school system with the county school system. It would become law and unification would occur if a majority of the 
voters within the independent school district and the County school district both voted in favor of legislation.  
 

2. Twenty five percent of the registered voters residing within the independent school district sign a petition to hold a referendum 
to dissolve its independent school charter. A majority of the voters within such independent school district must vote in favor of 
such dissolution during the referendum before the two school systems can be unified into a single, countywide school system. 

 
Both options were analyzed, but it was clear early in the process that the first option was not feasible with support from both School 
Boards. Even if the local delegation sponsored the legislation, we could not find any situation where this process has been used to 
approve a school unification referendum. Collecting signatures in a petition drive represents the best, most democratic way for the 
citizens of Valdosta to voice their opinion on how it should provide for the public education of all children in Valdosta. The facts also 
show that since 1983, the year the first option became part of the Georgia Constitution, all of the school unification votes in Georgia 
were as a result of a community using a petition process to hold a referendum on unifying multiple school districts within one county. 

 
MYTH:  The Valdosta School Board will have no control of the school unification process if the referendum passes. 

FACT:   According to Georgia law (OCGA Section 20-2-371), the Valdosta Board of Education would maintain control of the city school 
system and its properties until the Lowndes County School Board can make arrangements to operate the city school system. In 
connection therewith, such arrangements will take time and planning.  A new, countywide School Board will also be elected to ensure 
representation for Valdosta residents after the Justice Department has approved the new voting districts.  Until this process is 
completed, the City and County school systems continue to operate as they do today. 

 

 



 
MYTH:  If the school referendum passes, teachers may lose their tenure, jobs and pensions since the Valdosta School 
System will no longer exist.  

FACT:   If the Valdosta voters approve the school unification referendum, both school systems will continue to operate independent of 
each other until arrangements are made for the operation of a countywide school system. Many communities in Georgia and 
throughout the South have unified their school systems during the past 15-20 years. When examining those communities, school-
based personnel were largely unaffected, and these issues did not materialize. As for a teacher’s pension and tenure, these benefits 
are protected by state law and have no bearing on the school unification process. 

 
MYTH:  If we unify our school systems, our community will see more busing to achieve diversity. 

FACT:  This is highly unlikely and seldom recommended as a means of achieving diversity by the U.S. Department of Education’s 
Office for Civil Rights.  Opponents of a unified school system are suggesting this scenario in order to create fear and to foster distrust 
because the previous desegregation of Valdosta City Schools. This is an important issue for many parents in both Valdosta and 
Lowndes County. In fact, there appears to be a growing body of evidence suggesting that a diverse student body leads to gains in 
student achievement, reduces racial prejudices and better prepares children for college and workplace success. When looking at other 
communities in Georgia that have unified their school systems during the past 15-20 years, the number of students being bused in a 
unified school system was no different than what the community experienced with multiple school systems.   

 
MYTH:  Our public schools are doing fine as two separate systems so we do not need to unify our schools. In fact, 
competition between school systems is a good thing and leads to better schools for our children. 

FACT:  Unlike athletics, competition between school systems is detrimental. At a time when community and business support is 
essential to expanding instructional programs, internships and mentoring, having to choose between school systems dilutes the impact 
the community can have on public education. Professional development, which is essential to developing better teachers and 
improving achievement levels, suffers from duplication of programs and resources in competing districts. There is no empirical 
evidence that shows two competing public school systems serve children better than one school system. 

Today, the graduation rates and academic performance of the Valdosta and Lowndes County school systems are about in the middle 
of a state that ranks among the lowest in the country. School unification, by itself, will not improve the quality of education, but the data 
supports that communities with a single school system are more successful in planning and implementing education reform, parental 
involvement and community support programs which raise student achievement and sustain those gains over time.  

A growing body of research tells us several things about school unification. A key driver for building successful schools is the level of 
support and involvement from the community. When there is one school system with one mission (shared by the community), all of the 
community's children benefit since resources and/or loyalties are not divided. It has been demonstrated that financial giving and 
personal service by members of the community is more generous and sustained over time. Also, when school systems combine ideas 
and resources, they can be leveraged to affect a greater focus on resources and children who need greater support to perform at 
higher levels in literacy and mathematics. This is not an opinion, but is something supported by data. Neither school system can 
achieve apart as much as they can achieve together. 

 
MYTH:  Successful academic programs, such as IB and VECA programs at Valdosta High School, run the risk of being 
eliminated if we have a single school system. 

FACT:  Successful academic programs and services, such as the IB and VECA programs at Valdosta High School, are unlikely to be 
affected by school unification. In fact, programs of such nature have a greater opportunity for expansion in a single school system 
instead of how they operate today. School unification brings a single, countywide focus on improving public education for all children in 
our community.  The best programs of both school systems can therefore be available to all students attending public schools.    



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


