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Intellectual Property: Patents, trademarks, copyrights, and trade  
secrets. 
 
Patent: A grant issued by the federal government giving an inventor the 
right to exclude others from making, having made, using, leasing, offering 
to sell, selling, or importing an invention in the United States.  
 
Trademark/™ ® : A non-functional word, logo, slogan, symbol,  
design—or any combination of these—that distinguishes a product or 
service.  
 
Copyright/© : A right that protects original works of authorship fixed 
in a  
tangible medium of expression. Copyright protects the expression of 
ideas, not the ideas themselves, and gives their authors exclusive rights 
to  
reproduce the copyrighted material. 
 
Trade Secret: A formula, pattern, manufacturing process, method of  
doing business, or technical know-how that gives its holder a  
competitive advantage. Trade secrets cover a wide spectrum of  
information, including chemical compounds, machine patterns, customer 
lists and software.  
 
Invention: Any art or process (way of doing or making things),  
machine, manufacture, design, or composition of matter, or any new and 
useful improvement thereof, or any variety of plant, which is or may be  
patentable under the patent laws of the United States 
 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO): An  
intergovernmental organization of the United Nations system. WIPO is 
responsible for the promotion of the protection of intellectual property 
throughout the world and for the administration of various multilateral 
treaties dealing with the legal and administrative aspects of intellectual 
property.   
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Join the  

Inventors & Innovators  
Network 

 
The network host meetings covering 
topics vital to the success of  
profitable inventions or ideas.  

Information: 
www.valdostachamber.com 

(229) 247-8100 
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Langdale Vallotton, LLPLangdale Vallotton, LLPLangdale Vallotton, LLPLangdale Vallotton, LLP    
John Sinnott 
Patent Attorney 
1007 North Patterson Street 
Valdosta, GA  31602 
 (229) 244-5400  
www.langdalevallotton.com 

Free Inventors Help Dot ComFree Inventors Help Dot ComFree Inventors Help Dot ComFree Inventors Help Dot Com    
A non-commercial web site that assist first time  
inventors with patent, attorneys, prototypes,  
marketing, manufacturing, and avoiding scams. 
www.freeinventorshelp.com 

Idea Next Step, LLCIdea Next Step, LLCIdea Next Step, LLCIdea Next Step, LLC    
Resources and articles for inventors 
Info@ideanextstep.com  
(469) 789-9523  
www.ideanextstep.com 

Inventors Association of GeorgiaInventors Association of GeorgiaInventors Association of GeorgiaInventors Association of Georgia    
www.georgiainventors.com 

Georgia Tech’s Enterprise Innovation Institute Georgia Tech’s Enterprise Innovation Institute Georgia Tech’s Enterprise Innovation Institute Georgia Tech’s Enterprise Innovation Institute     
(EI2) specialists in commercialization and technology transfer assist.  
Georgia Institute of Technology 
75 Fifth Street, N.W., Suite 380 
Atlanta, Georgia 30308 
Phone: (404) 894-1700 
http://innovate.gatech.edu/ 

Georgia Tech’s Library & Information CenterGeorgia Tech’s Library & Information CenterGeorgia Tech’s Library & Information CenterGeorgia Tech’s Library & Information Center    
Reference & Subject Librarian -(404)  385-718 
http://www.library.gatech.edu/research_help/subject/index.php?/patents 
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Peliton PlasticsPeliton PlasticsPeliton PlasticsPeliton Plastics    
Valdosta-based company designed to improve your  
business success. Offers a range of services specializing in 
turning your ideas into plastics.  
229-247-1269 
www.peliton.com 
info@peliton.com 

S.E.E.D.S. Center of South GeorgiaS.E.E.D.S. Center of South GeorgiaS.E.E.D.S. Center of South GeorgiaS.E.E.D.S. Center of South Georgia    
Regional business resource center for entrepreneurs, small 
business owners, and start-up business. 
229-247-8100 
www.seedscenterofsga.com 
cruttinger@valdostachamber.com 

U.S. Economic Development AdministrationU.S. Economic Development AdministrationU.S. Economic Development AdministrationU.S. Economic Development Administration    
401 West Peachtree Street, NW, Suite 1820 
Atlanta, GA 30308-3510 
(404) 730-3023 
jcorso@eda.doc.gov 

U.S. Patent and Trademark OfficeU.S. Patent and Trademark OfficeU.S. Patent and Trademark OfficeU.S. Patent and Trademark Office    
www.uspto.gov 

U.S.  Small Business AdministrationU.S.  Small Business AdministrationU.S.  Small Business AdministrationU.S.  Small Business Administration    
Resources for funding an invention 
www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/inv 


