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Leaders: Valdosta is business friendly

City responds to
business column

BY KAY HARRIS
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — Valdosta
Mayor John Gayle says
that his focus since the day
he took office in early Jan-
uary has been improving
the city’s reputation in the
areas of code enforcement
and building inspections
and permits.

“This was the reason I
ran for office. Since Jan. 5,
the day I was sworn in as
mayor, I've been fighting to
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correct issues in that
area,” said Gayle.

“Since then, we’ve only
had compliments, not com-
plaints.”

Gayle wants to ensure
that the word gets out in
the development communi-
ty that Valdosta is very
business friendly and will-
ing to work with them. The
mayor was concerned
when a recent Times’ busi-
ness column addressed the
city’s negative reputation
in working with business-
es, saying, “That’s all in
the past.”

Gayle said the work the
city is doing hasn’t been

‘Bill Langdale told me if the city hadn’t done all
it did, Gander Mountain wouldn’t be coming

here)

John Gayle
Mayor of Valdosta

discussed in an open meet-
ing, as the issues are being
addressed behind the
scenes by a small group of
council and employees.
“You can get things
done more easily in small
groups than you do in
large ones,” said Council-

man Tim Carroll.

One of the biggest
changes Carroll cited is in
how contractors and devel-
opers are treated.

“Our main focus has
been on customer service.
Instead of someone being
told they can’t do some-

thing, city employees are
working with them to
show them what they can
do if there is an issue.”
Carroll has been in-
volved for several years in
working to make the city’s
LDR (land development
regulations) more business
friendly, while ensuring
that the city’s vision for
the future is not compro-

mised. He has been an inte-

gral part of the Chamber
of Commerce SORT (spe-
cial ombudsmen response
team) committee, whose

goals are “to identify obsta-

cles in the business devel-
opment process and facili-

tate mutually beneficial
resolutions,” according to
the Chamber’s website.

Gayle points to very re-
cent success stories as
proof that the city’s de-
partments are focused on
encouraging, not discour-
aging, local development.
He provided The Times
with several emails from
landowners and develop-
ers, thanking the city for
its assistance.

“Bill Langdale told me
if the city hadn’t done all
it did, Gander Mountain
wouldn’t be coming here.”
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