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2010 Overview 2010 Overview 

Mission Statement:Mission Statement:

To continue a longTo continue a long--standing standing 
tradition in our community tradition in our community 
of cultivating and of cultivating and 
enhancing a positive enhancing a positive 
relationship between the relationship between the 
business community and business community and 
local military personnel.local military personnel.



SubSub--Committees:Committees:

1.  Red Carpet 1.  Red Carpet 
2.  Right Start 2.  Right Start 
3.  Airman Appreciation Day3.  Airman Appreciation Day
4.  Airman of the Quarter4.  Airman of the Quarter
5.  Sports Day Event5.  Sports Day Event
6.  Anniversary Party Committee6.  Anniversary Party Committee



GoalsGoals
Provide a link between military and Provide a link between military and 
the Valdostathe Valdosta--Lowndes County Lowndes County 
business community through the business community through the 
interaction of military personnel and interaction of military personnel and 
the business community.the business community.

Educate all Moody newcomers about Educate all Moody newcomers about 
ValdostaValdosta--Lowndes County and Lowndes County and 
familiarize them with the business familiarize them with the business 
community.community.

Recognize MoodyRecognize Moody’’s annual s annual 
contribution of over $409 million to contribution of over $409 million to 
the Valdostathe Valdosta--Lowndes County Lowndes County 
Community.Community.

Encourage communication between Encourage communication between 
the military and the Chamber about the military and the Chamber about 
their concerns that may be related to their concerns that may be related to 
the Valdostathe Valdosta--Lowndes County Lowndes County 
business community.business community.



Right Start ProgramRight Start Program
We attended We attended 2222 Right Start Presentations Right Start Presentations 
and Information Fairs so far this year. and Information Fairs so far this year. 
These are scheduled every other Tuesday These are scheduled every other Tuesday 
at Moody AFB.  Being the only Air Force at Moody AFB.  Being the only Air Force 
Base in the world to allow the Chamber Base in the world to allow the Chamber 
to help welcome the new incoming to help welcome the new incoming 
Airmen, we are able to provide a Airmen, we are able to provide a 
presentation highlighting the Valdosta presentation highlighting the Valdosta 
area, and what the community has to area, and what the community has to 
offer to enhance the Quality of Life at offer to enhance the Quality of Life at 
Moody.  Moody.  

During the information fair, we provide During the information fair, we provide 
answers to any questions the new folks answers to any questions the new folks 
have, and hand out the welcome packets have, and hand out the welcome packets 
the Chamber members pay to be a part the Chamber members pay to be a part 
of.  of.  

What a winWhat a win--win situation for Moody and win situation for Moody and 
the Community.the Community.



Red Carpet PartiesRed Carpet Parties

We have hosted four Red Carpet We have hosted four Red Carpet 
Parties at Ocean Pond welcoming Parties at Ocean Pond welcoming 
the New Senior Leadership to the the New Senior Leadership to the 
base.  In addition, we presented base.  In addition, we presented 
going away gifts to departing going away gifts to departing 
Senior Commanders. It is always a Senior Commanders. It is always a 
fun time for all; all the guests are fun time for all; all the guests are 
treated to a traditional southern treated to a traditional southern 
dinner, and fellowship.dinner, and fellowship.

We have been able to secure We have been able to secure 
sponsors for all four of the parties sponsors for all four of the parties 
this year, one being our 45this year, one being our 45thth

Anniversary Party.  Anniversary Party.  



Red Carpet Events @ Red Carpet Events @ 
Ocean PondOcean Pond

To view more photos visit our photo gallery on the Chamber’s Web Site  
www.valdostachamber.com or click link http://www.valdostachamber.com/photo-gallery.htm

For more information contact Karil Brockington at  247-8100 or email: 
kbrockington@valdostachamber.com



Thank you to Our Thank you to Our 
2010 Red Carpet Sponsors:2010 Red Carpet Sponsors:

ADT Security Services, Inc.ADT Security Services, Inc.
Catfish OneCatfish One
Eye Associates of South GA, Eye Associates of South GA, 

LLCLLC
First State Bank/First State Bank/SynovusSynovus

Mortgage Corp.Mortgage Corp.
Georgia Power CompanyGeorgia Power Company
Georgia Printco, LLCGeorgia Printco, LLC
Greenleaf CenterGreenleaf Center
iBERIAiBERIA Bank MortgageBank Mortgage
J. Randall Hicks, P.C. J. Randall Hicks, P.C. 

Attorney at LawAttorney at Law
Johnson Distributing Johnson Distributing 

CompanyCompany
Kentucky Fried ChickenKentucky Fried Chicken
Moody Law Firm, LLCMoody Law Firm, LLC

Quinn ConstructionQuinn Construction
Pearl Executive ShuttlePearl Executive Shuttle
SmittySmitty’’ss Package StorePackage Store
Southeastern Federal Credit Southeastern Federal Credit 

UnionUnion
SteelSteel’’s Jewelrys Jewelry
The LinksThe Links
The LPA Group IncorporatedThe LPA Group Incorporated
Valdosta Daily TimesValdosta Daily Times
Wiregrass Georgia Technical Wiregrass Georgia Technical 

CollegeCollege
ValdostaValdosta--Lowndes Co. Lowndes Co. 

Conference Center & Conference Center & 
Tourism AuthorityTourism Authority

Vallorbe, Inc.Vallorbe, Inc.
WALWAL--MART SupercenterMART Supercenter
Wilson Eye CenterWilson Eye Center

Four Star Four Star 
SponsorsSponsors

********



Thank you to Our Thank you to Our 
2010 Red Carpet Sponsors:2010 Red Carpet Sponsors:

Ace ElectricAce Electric
Astro ExterminatingAstro Exterminating
BB&TBB&T
Bemiss Citizens BankBemiss Citizens Bank
Col. Clarence ParkerCol. Clarence Parker
Coleman Talley LLP, Coleman Talley LLP, 

Russell D HenryRussell D Henry
Farmers Home FurnitureFarmers Home Furniture
Holiday Inn Hotel & Holiday Inn Hotel & 

Conference CenterConference Center
Langdale FordLangdale Ford
Langdale Honda Kia of Langdale Honda Kia of 

ValdostaValdosta
Miller HardwareMiller Hardware
Nexxtep Technology Nexxtep Technology 

Services, Inc. Services, Inc. 

Prudential Financial CompanyPrudential Financial Company
ReamesReames & Son Construction & Son Construction 

CompanyCompany
SMITH Northview HospitalSMITH Northview Hospital
Southeastern Capital Mgmt. Southeastern Capital Mgmt. 

GroupGroup
Tall Tree/Staten Crossing Apt.Tall Tree/Staten Crossing Apt.
That Others May Live That Others May Live 

FoundationFoundation
The Herndon Company Real The Herndon Company Real 

EstateEstate
The Park Avenue BankThe Park Avenue Bank
Valdosta Flying ServiceValdosta Flying Service
Valdosta Sunrise Rotary ClubValdosta Sunrise Rotary Club
ValdostaValdosta--Lowndes County Lowndes County 

Airport AuthorityAirport Authority
ValdostaValdosta--Lowndes County Lowndes County 

Industrial AuthorityIndustrial Authority

One Star SponsorsOne Star Sponsors
**



2010 Red Carpet Sponsors 2010 Red Carpet Sponsors 
Attendance:Attendance:

Date Paid 
Sponsors

Sponsors 
Attended

Estimated 
number 
attended

February 21, 2010 29 21 125-130

April 10, 2010 44 39 190

August 14, 2010 26 14 120-125
October 9, 2010 27 11 80-90 

2010 Red Carpet Sponsor Attendance 



Change of Change of 
CommandsCommands

We have had several changes We have had several changes 
in the leadership at Moody so in the leadership at Moody so 
far this year.  As I always say far this year.  As I always say 
it is sad to see the old regime it is sad to see the old regime 
leave but it helps us to meet a leave but it helps us to meet a 
new group of leaders.  new group of leaders.  



Airmen Appreciation Airmen Appreciation 
DayDay

The committee  supported the The committee  supported the 
Airmen Appreciation Day Airmen Appreciation Day 
though donations.  This is a though donations.  This is a 
great  opportunity to great  opportunity to 
acknowledge these young men acknowledge these young men 
and women who put their lives and women who put their lives 
on the line everyday to help on the line everyday to help 
secure our freedom.secure our freedom.



Visiting DignitariesVisiting Dignitaries

We provided gifts of South GA We provided gifts of South GA 
pecans and a couple of Red pecans and a couple of Red 
Carpet glasses to visiting Carpet glasses to visiting 
Generals to Moody. We have Generals to Moody. We have 
coordinated with the base coordinated with the base 
Protocol Office to keep several Protocol Office to keep several 
on hand and let us know when on hand and let us know when 
they have someone visit. they have someone visit. 



Quarterly/Annual Quarterly/Annual 
AwardsAwards

Several committee members Several committee members 
attended the Annual Awards attended the Annual Awards 
banquet in honor of the Airmen and banquet in honor of the Airmen and 
Civilians at the base who have Civilians at the base who have 
excelled in their jobs.excelled in their jobs.



Friday, October 1, 2010Friday, October 1, 2010

Moody Air Force Base Moody Air Force Base 
Sports DaySports Day



ConclusionConclusion

An impressive year.  I An impressive year.  I ‘‘m proud of m proud of 
all the committee members who all the committee members who 
have stepped up to help in any way have stepped up to help in any way 
possible to make this year a huge possible to make this year a huge 
success. success. 

It is a pleasure to serve as the It is a pleasure to serve as the 
Military Affairs Chairman.  I will Military Affairs Chairman.  I will 
continue to represent the Chamber continue to represent the Chamber 
through my connections with through my connections with 
Moody and the Air Force.Moody and the Air Force.



The Government Affairs CouncilThe Government Affairs Council’’s s 
State Legislative Committee has State Legislative Committee has 
worked tirelessly on developing worked tirelessly on developing 
the 2011 Agenda, our process:the 2011 Agenda, our process:
–– Review 2010 agendaReview 2010 agenda
–– Meet with Local DelegationMeet with Local Delegation
–– Meet with GA ChamberMeet with GA Chamber
–– Champions review legislationChampions review legislation
–– After many hours of meetings, After many hours of meetings, 

research, discussion and deliberation research, discussion and deliberation 
the agenda is created  the agenda is created  

–– The language was tweaked on a few The language was tweaked on a few 
of the agenda items but only one of the agenda items but only one 
item was addeditem was added

2011 Proposed State 2011 Proposed State 
Legislative AgendaLegislative Agenda



Education    Education    
The Chamber supports improvement strategies The Chamber supports improvement strategies 

that link education and workforce that link education and workforce 

development in a seamless manner, preparing development in a seamless manner, preparing 

a student for whatever future they might a student for whatever future they might 

choose and ensuring the longchoose and ensuring the long--term viability of term viability of 

our local economy.  The Chamberour local economy.  The Chamber’’s goal is s goal is to to 

build the best workforce and ensure our build the best workforce and ensure our 

companies have the talent they need to stay companies have the talent they need to stay 

competitive. competitive. 

Sales Tax HolidaysSales Tax Holidays
The Chamber supports providing a sales tax The Chamber supports providing a sales tax 

holiday at the beginning of the school year holiday at the beginning of the school year 

that would exempt sales tax on backthat would exempt sales tax on back--toto--school school 

items.  The exemption would last at least four items.  The exemption would last at least four 

days.  An additional sales tax holiday would days.  An additional sales tax holiday would 

exempt tax on energy efficient products.exempt tax on energy efficient products.



Special Council on Tax Reform & Special Council on Tax Reform & 
Fairness for GeorgiansFairness for Georgians
The Chamber supports the efforts of the The Chamber supports the efforts of the 
Special Council on Tax Reform and Fairness Special Council on Tax Reform and Fairness 
for Georgians with their attempt to update and for Georgians with their attempt to update and 
modernize the tax code. modernize the tax code. 
Regarding this effort, the Chamber supports:Regarding this effort, the Chamber supports:
–– changes to state tax policy that encourage economic changes to state tax policy that encourage economic 

growth, entrepreneurship and prosperity,growth, entrepreneurship and prosperity,
–– creation of an independent trial court over tax creation of an independent trial court over tax 

disputes involving the Georgia Department of disputes involving the Georgia Department of 
Revenue Tax Court and Revenue Tax Court and 

–– enhance the administration and collection of taxes enhance the administration and collection of taxes 
at the state level.at the state level.

Trauma Care  Trauma Care  
The Chamber supports legislative efforts to The Chamber supports legislative efforts to 
stabilize and enhance the trauma care stabilize and enhance the trauma care 
network. The network should be supported network. The network should be supported 
either by existing government funds or either by existing government funds or 
additional revenue sources which are additional revenue sources which are 
dedicated, predictable, broadly imposed and dedicated, predictable, broadly imposed and 
governmentgovernment--collected. Further, the allocation collected. Further, the allocation 
of such funds should be made in accordance of such funds should be made in accordance 
with the formula established by the Georgia with the formula established by the Georgia 
Trauma Care Network Commission.Trauma Care Network Commission.



Alternative Energy & ConservationAlternative Energy & Conservation
The Chamber supports legislation for creating a The Chamber supports legislation for creating a 
balanced, sustainable, reliable and affordable solution to balanced, sustainable, reliable and affordable solution to 
our energy needs.our energy needs.

The Chamber supports public policies that provide The Chamber supports public policies that provide 
support for:support for:

(1) Efforts to optimize energy efficiency that will (1) Efforts to optimize energy efficiency that will 
lead to longlead to long--term conservation practices; term conservation practices; 

(2) Conversion to more environmental friendly (2) Conversion to more environmental friendly 
forms of energy generation, including nuclear and forms of energy generation, including nuclear and 
clean coal technologies; clean coal technologies; 

(3) Research and development of alternative (3) Research and development of alternative 
energy sources such as bioenergy sources such as bio--fuels, solar power, fuels, solar power, 
geothermal, tidal energy and othergeothermal, tidal energy and other renewable fuels renewable fuels 
produced by agronomic crops and new energy produced by agronomic crops and new energy 
technologies; andtechnologies; and

(4) Energy and environmental issues that are (4) Energy and environmental issues that are 
sensitive to their shortsensitive to their short--term and longterm and long--term term 
economic impact and that utilize proven and economic impact and that utilize proven and 
effective technology based on sound science.effective technology based on sound science.

The Chamber opposes legislation:The Chamber opposes legislation:

(1) That is overly burdensome or imposes new (1) That is overly burdensome or imposes new 
regulations that would stifle systems that feed regulations that would stifle systems that feed 
economic development and job growth andeconomic development and job growth and

(2) Policies that are not based on sound science or (2) Policies that are not based on sound science or 
data or lack current technology for effective data or lack current technology for effective 
implementation. implementation. 



Monitor Water CouncilMonitor Water Council
The Chamber supports the Suwannee The Chamber supports the Suwannee –– Satilla Satilla 
Regional Water CouncilRegional Water Council’’s vision of managing s vision of managing 
water resources in a sustainable manner under water resources in a sustainable manner under 
GeorgiaGeorgia’’s regulated riparian and regulated s regulated riparian and regulated 
reasonable use laws that is based on sound reasonable use laws that is based on sound 
science and consistent historical data for science and consistent historical data for 
population and water resource use and needs population and water resource use and needs 
assessment projections. assessment projections. 
Our common goal is to support the State and Our common goal is to support the State and 
RegionRegion’’s economy, to protect public health and s economy, to protect public health and 
natural resources and to enhance the quality natural resources and to enhance the quality 
of life for all citizens while preserving the of life for all citizens while preserving the 
private property rights of Georgiaprivate property rights of Georgia’’s landowners s landowners 
and in consideration of the need to enhance and in consideration of the need to enhance 
resource augmentation and efficiency resource augmentation and efficiency 
opportunities.opportunities.
The Chamber will monitor the progress of the The Chamber will monitor the progress of the 
Suwannee Suwannee –– Satilla Regional Water Council Satilla Regional Water Council 
and the Regional Advisory Committees with and the Regional Advisory Committees with 
the goal of reaching a sustainable, reliable, the goal of reaching a sustainable, reliable, 
affordable Agricultural, Industrial and affordable Agricultural, Industrial and 
Municipal water use and water quality policy.Municipal water use and water quality policy.



Clinic for the Working UninsuredClinic for the Working Uninsured
The Chamber supports public and private The Chamber supports public and private 
funding options for safety net clinics that funding options for safety net clinics that 
provide access to health care for the working provide access to health care for the working 
uninsured to ensure that present and future uninsured to ensure that present and future 
needs are met.needs are met.

Civil Justice ReformCivil Justice Reform
The Chamber supports monitoring and The Chamber supports monitoring and 
protecting the important legal and civil justice protecting the important legal and civil justice 
reforms that were adopted in 2005 including reforms that were adopted in 2005 including 
the requirement to prove gross negligence the requirement to prove gross negligence 
with regard to emergency room liability, the with regard to emergency room liability, the 
elimination of several joint and liability and elimination of several joint and liability and 
provisions to discourage frivolous litigation. provisions to discourage frivolous litigation. 
The Chamber supports caps on economic The Chamber supports caps on economic 
damages, opposes legislation that further damages, opposes legislation that further 
weakens the reforms of 2005, and supports weakens the reforms of 2005, and supports 
the reduction of the rapid growth of medical the reduction of the rapid growth of medical 
liability awards and insurance costs.liability awards and insurance costs.



Wellness StatementWellness Statement
The Chamber supports the creation of The Chamber supports the creation of 
insurance products that provide insurance products that provide 
incentives to reward healthy lifestyles, incentives to reward healthy lifestyles, 
with appropriate consideration for cost with appropriate consideration for cost 
effectiveness.effectiveness.

Sales Tax Exemption on Energy Sales Tax Exemption on Energy 
Used for ManufacturingUsed for Manufacturing
The Chamber supports providing an The Chamber supports providing an 
exemption with respect to State (not exemption with respect to State (not 
local) sales and use tax for the cost of local) sales and use tax for the cost of 
energy (natural or artificial gas, energy (natural or artificial gas, 
electricity, or any other energy) used electricity, or any other energy) used 
directly in the production of directly in the production of 
manufactured goods.manufactured goods.



TransportationTransportation
The Chamber supports the development The Chamber supports the development 
of a thoughtful strategy that will of a thoughtful strategy that will 
provide the needed funding to address provide the needed funding to address 
transportation funding needs at both transportation funding needs at both 
the state and local level.the state and local level. The funding The funding 
solution strategy should provide solution strategy should provide 
increased, dedicated and reliable longincreased, dedicated and reliable long--
term funding for transportation term funding for transportation 
maintenance and improvements. The maintenance and improvements. The 
Chamber will continue to actively Chamber will continue to actively 
promote top priority projects identified promote top priority projects identified 
in the City of Valdostain the City of Valdosta’’s Transportation s Transportation 
Master Plan, as well as our longMaster Plan, as well as our long--
standing support for the widening of standing support for the widening of 
State Road 133. State Road 133. 



The State Legislative The State Legislative 

Committee respectfully Committee respectfully 

requests your requests your 

consideration to adopt consideration to adopt 

the Proposed 2011 State the Proposed 2011 State 

Legislative AgendaLegislative Agenda

2011 Proposed State 2011 Proposed State 
Legislative AgendaLegislative Agenda



20102010
Government Government 

Affairs Council Affairs Council 
UpdateUpdate



MISSION: MISSION: 
Represent the business Represent the business 
community to federal, community to federal, 
state and local elected state and local elected 
officials, aggressively officials, aggressively 
promoting legislative promoting legislative 
issues that pertain to issues that pertain to 
business developmentbusiness development

Government Affairs Government Affairs 
CouncilCouncil
(GAC)(GAC)



GAC GAC 
Historical ReviewHistorical Review



SPLOSTSPLOST 19971997



SPLOST $$$ at SPLOST $$$ at 
WorkWork

19991999



MSA Status!MSA Status!20002000



Sales Tax HolidaySales Tax Holiday
20022002



Sales Tax HolidaySales Tax Holiday
20022002



SPLOST $$$SPLOST $$$
at workat work

20032003



TelecommunicationsTelecommunications
20032003



GlitchGlitch--Unemployment Unemployment 
Insurance LawInsurance Law

20052005



Unemployment Glitch Unemployment Glitch ––
clarifying attendance as a reason for dismissalclarifying attendance as a reason for dismissal

20052005



DDWDDW
7.5% Workers Comp Discount 7.5% Workers Comp Discount 

made Permanentmade Permanent

260 Chamber Members save 
$200K+ - potential dollars that stay 
in our regional economy

20052005



2005 Celebrate the 2005 Celebrate the 
SessionSession

20052005



Manufacturing CapManufacturing Cap
20082008

Several bills passed to strengthen manufacturing including a cap
limiting the sales tax on energy used in manufacturing, expanded
sales tax exemption for machinery & parts and the creation of a 
“Made in Georgia” initiative.



State Legislative Committee State Legislative Committee 
TravelsTravels toto the Capitolthe Capitol

February 11, 2009 the State February 11, 2009 the State 
Legislative Committee holds Legislative Committee holds 
briefing  with State Legislatorsbriefing  with State Legislators

20092009



2009 State Session2009 State Session

Successfully championed the following Successfully championed the following 
State business development initiatives in State business development initiatives in 
the 2009 Legislative Session:the 2009 Legislative Session:

••HB 120 HB 120 -- Renewal of Sales Tax Renewal of Sales Tax 
HolidayHoliday
••Regional Water CouncilRegional Water Council waswas formed formed 
andand includes two representatives from includes two representatives from 
Lowndes County, Wesley Langdale Lowndes County, Wesley Langdale 
and Rusty McCalland Rusty McCall
••SB 31SB 31-- Georgia Nuclear Energy Georgia Nuclear Energy 
Financing ActFinancing Act, , provides for a utility provides for a utility 
to recover from its customers the costs to recover from its customers the costs 
of financing associated with the of financing associated with the 
construction of a nuclear generating construction of a nuclear generating 
plantplant

20092009



Championed  RenewalChampioned  Renewal
of Sales Tax Holidayof Sales Tax Holiday

Sen. Tim Golden, original author of the Sales Tax Holiday in 
2000, fights hard along with the Chamber's Government 
Affairs Council to get the legislation passed again each year. 

"Former Belk manager Bubba Campbell was THINKING B.I.G.
when he came up with the Sales Tax Holiday idea for Georgia 
and approached me about it. Sales Tax Holiday is a win-win 
for businesses and consumers, and there is no doubt that it 
stimulates our economy," said Golden.

Belk Thanks Sen. Golden for Great Sales Belk Thanks Sen. Golden for Great Sales 
Tax Holiday!Tax Holiday!

"This year's B-T-S Sales 
Tax Holiday sales 
exceeded the great 
year we had last year. 
The mall parking lot 
was packed!" said Belk
store manager Paul 
Clingan.

20092009



LetLet’’s Get Georgia Moving s Get Georgia Moving 
Transportation LunchTransportation Lunch

The ChamberThe Chamber’’s State Legislative s State Legislative 
Committee met with the Committee met with the ““LetLet’’s Get s Get 

Georgia MovingGeorgia Moving”” Coalition regarding  Coalition regarding  
development of 2010 legislation on how development of 2010 legislation on how 
to fund transportation for the state of to fund transportation for the state of 

Georgia.Georgia.

20092009



State Legislative Committee State Legislative Committee 
meets with Local Delegation on  meets with Local Delegation on  
Transportation FundingTransportation Funding

The Chamber’s State Legislative 
Committee met with local delegation 

members, Rep. Jay Shaw, Rep. Ellis 
Black, Rep. Amy Carter, and State 

Senator Tim Golden regarding  
development of 2010 legislation on how to 

fund transportation for the state of 
Georgia.

20092009



Ga Chamber Ga Chamber 
Power LunchPower Lunch

Over 100 businesses attended the GA Chamber Power Lunch on 
August 27 at the Valdosta Country Club. The theme for the 
meeting was Bringing Georgia Together.

George Israel, GA Chamber CEO stated, “This was the best 
turnout of any of the previous 11 events we have hosted. It is 
obvious the Valdosta-Lowndes County Chamber is a Five-Star 
Chamber.”

Georgia Chamber Power Lunch Georgia Chamber Power Lunch –– ““Bringing Georgia TogetherBringing Georgia Together””

GA Chamber 
Chairman, Mike Garrett 
(Georgia Power Co.) 
stated, “In too many 
ways, there are still two 
Georgias. We all need to 
work together to achieve 
our common goals.”

20092009



Federal Legislative Committee Federal Legislative Committee 
meets with meets with 

Congressman KingstonCongressman Kingston

February 9, 2009February 9, 2009
Champions spoke on:Champions spoke on:

Health Information Health Information 
Technology FundingTechnology Funding
Labor Law IssuesLabor Law Issues
EnergyEnergy

Federal Legislative Committee promotes
Information Technology Funding

20092009



Chamber Meets with Chamber Meets with 
U.S. Rep. KingstonU.S. Rep. Kingston

On Sept. 28, the 
Chamber offered the 
business 
community a private 
meeting
with U.S. 

Representative 
Jack Kingston.

Congressman 
Kingston gave a 
brief overview of 
the most 
important issues 
facing our nation 
today including 
the Afghanistan 
war, healthcare, 
employment/labo
r law, cap and 
trade legislation 
and fiscal 
responsibility. 

The Congressman responded to 
questions and comments by 
members of the Government 
Affairs Council. Randy Sauls 
(South Georgia Medical Center) 
addressed healthcare issues facing 
our community to Cong. Kingston, 
in particular, trauma care funding 
availability for South Georgia.

20092009



Stimulus or Stymied:Stimulus or Stymied:

Is Your Business Ready for the Coming Changes in Is Your Business Ready for the Coming Changes in 

Employment Laws?Employment Laws?

Presentations by Jason Willcox and G. Robert Ryan, Jr.    Presentations by Jason Willcox and G. Robert Ryan, Jr.    
(Moore, Clarke, (Moore, Clarke, DuVallDuVall & Rodgers, P.C) && Rodgers, P.C) &

Megan Smith & Anne Barnas (SmithBarnas & Associates, Inc.) Megan Smith & Anne Barnas (SmithBarnas & Associates, Inc.) 
in association with the Federal Legislative Committeein association with the Federal Legislative Committee

32

20092009



Chamber leads regional meeting Chamber leads regional meeting 
with  Congressman Bishopwith  Congressman Bishop

43

Chamber advisesChamber advises Bishop            Bishop            
" VOTE NO" VOTE NO on EFCA"on EFCA"

20092009



Washington FlyWashington Fly--in in 
Federal Legislative ChampionsFederal Legislative Champions

Chamber champions present Chamber champions present 
2009 Federal Legislative 2009 Federal Legislative 

Agenda to U.S. Delegation, Agenda to U.S. Delegation, 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

and the Pentagonand the Pentagon

Seating is Limited!

43

20092009



Federal Legislative Federal Legislative 
Overview Luncheon with Overview Luncheon with 
U.S. Senator Johnny IsaksonU.S. Senator Johnny Isakson

Friday, April 17Friday, April 17

12:00p.m.12:00p.m.--1:30p.m.1:30p.m.

Hilton Garden InnHilton Garden Inn

Seating is Limited!

20092009



2009 Local Legislative 2009 Local Legislative 
Agenda PresentationsAgenda Presentations

Government Affairs Council Chair, Paula Goff (SMITH 
Northview Hospital) presented the Chamber's 2009 Local 
Legislative Agenda during the Aug. 4 Lake Park City Council 
Meeting.

Goff stated, "This is the first year the Chamber has developed an 
official local agenda, and we are pleased to present it to all of our 
local governments and stakeholders. This is a 'living' document and 
will be updated as needed. We are very excited about the 
organization of our Gateways Committee which will be chaired by 
Marshall Conner (Georgia Power Co.) along with vice-
chair Aaron Strickland (Keep Lowndes-Valdosta Beautiful). We 
are asking all of the stakeholders to appoint a representative and 
come together as a committee to make our Gateways more 
appealing."

Local Legislative Agenda presentations to 
Cities and County

20092009



Gateways Committee Gateways Committee 
ReportsReports

Gateways Committee Gateways Committee 
Columbus Trip Columbus Trip 

Members of the newly formed Gateways Committee 
visited with Columbus Chamber President, Mike 
Gaymon and Gateways Committee Champion, John 
Flournoy to study the successful gateway 
improvement program in Columbus, Ga.

"Gateways provide a first impression of a community 
to visitors upon entering, and we have implemented a 
thoughtful, unified strategy to strengthen and beautify 
the overall appearance of our community," stated 
Flournoy. 

Gateways Committee Goes to Gateways Committee Goes to 
Columbus on aColumbus on a FactFact--Finding MissionFinding Mission

20092009



Census 2010 Census 2010 
KickKick--off Eventoff Event

We move forward when you send it back !

It’s 
in

Our 
Hands!

20092009



Chamber promotes Chamber promotes 
State AgendaState Agenda

20092009



Homebuyers ForumHomebuyers ForumState Legislative State Legislative 
LunchLunch

State Legislative Committee presents 2010 
Agenda for Business to Local Delegation

.

20092009

Chamber Co-Hosts State Legislative Lunch 
with Rotary Clubs



Chamber hosts GDOT Chamber hosts GDOT 
Commissioner Vance SmithCommissioner Vance Smith

GAC presents Transportation Funding issue and 
Gateways plans to Commissioner Smith

20092009

Reception for GDOT Commissioner Smith



State Legislative State Legislative 
Briefing in AtlantaBriefing in Atlanta

20102010

Hosted State 
Legislative 
Briefing in 
Atlanta with 
Local 
Delegation, GA 
Retail Assoc.  
and the GA 
Chamber



State Committee State Committee 
Monitors Water CouncilMonitors Water Council

20102010



20102010Transportation Transportation 
Funding Meeting Funding Meeting 

GDOT GDOT 
Commissioner Vance Smith Commissioner Vance Smith 



2010 State Session2010 State Session

Successfully championed the Successfully championed the 
following State business following State business 
development initiatives in the 2010 development initiatives in the 2010 
Legislative Session:Legislative Session:

••Transportation FundingTransportation Funding
••Trauma Care FundingTrauma Care Funding
••Seat Belt Law for PickSeat Belt Law for Pick--
up Trucksup Trucks
••Water Stewardship Act Water Stewardship Act 
of 2010of 2010
••Legislation codifying Legislation codifying 
Georgia Work ReadyGeorgia Work Ready

20102010



Endorse Expansion of Endorse Expansion of 
Lowndes County CommissionLowndes County Commission
The Chamber supports expansion of the The Chamber supports expansion of the 
Lowndes County Commission.Lowndes County Commission.

AYP AYP -- Community Unification forCommunity Unification for
Educational ExcellenceEducational Excellence
The Chamber supports the Community The Chamber supports the Community 
Unification for Educational Excellence Unification for Educational Excellence 
foundation in its efforts to unify our public foundation in its efforts to unify our public 
school systems. Annual yearly progress will be school systems. Annual yearly progress will be 
monitored and reported on by a Chamber monitored and reported on by a Chamber 
representative serving on the foundation board.representative serving on the foundation board.

Protect Moody AFB from EncroachmentProtect Moody AFB from Encroachment
The Chamber supports the protection of MoodyThe Chamber supports the protection of Moody
Air Force Base from encroachment. Air Force Base from encroachment. 

2010 Local 2010 Local 
Legislative AgendaLegislative Agenda
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GatewaysGateways
The Chamber supports the development of a The Chamber supports the development of a 
Gateways Committee, coordinated by the Gateways Committee, coordinated by the 
Chamber, charged with development of a plan Chamber, charged with development of a plan 
to improve the appearance of the gateways to to improve the appearance of the gateways to 
our community. Members of the committee our community. Members of the committee 
would include a representative from the Cities would include a representative from the Cities 
of Valdosta, Remerton, Hahira, Lake Park, of Valdosta, Remerton, Hahira, Lake Park, 
Dasher, Lowndes County, VDasher, Lowndes County, V--L County Airport L County Airport 
Authority, VAuthority, V--L County Industrial Authority, VL County Industrial Authority, V--L L 
County Tourism Authority, Keep Lowndes County Tourism Authority, Keep Lowndes 
/Valdosta Beautiful, Georgia Department of /Valdosta Beautiful, Georgia Department of 
Transportation, Metropolitan Planning Transportation, Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, VOrganization, V--L County Parks and L County Parks and 
Recreation Authority, and the ValdostaRecreation Authority, and the Valdosta--
Lowndes County Chamber.Lowndes County Chamber.

Transportation PlanTransportation Plan
The Chamber endorses a coordinated public The Chamber endorses a coordinated public 
transit system that promotes and benefits the transit system that promotes and benefits the 
business community and their employees.business community and their employees.
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Tax Allocation DistrictsTax Allocation Districts
The Chamber supports the creation of Tax The Chamber supports the creation of Tax 
Allocation Districts and endorses requesting Allocation Districts and endorses requesting 
the State Legislature to pass local legislation the State Legislature to pass local legislation 
that would allow a referendum to establish Tax that would allow a referendum to establish Tax 
Allocation Districts within the City of Valdosta Allocation Districts within the City of Valdosta 
and Lowndes County for the enhancement of and Lowndes County for the enhancement of 
commercial development while protecting the commercial development while protecting the 
quality of life for the community.quality of life for the community.

Unified Land Development Code, Land Unified Land Development Code, Land 
Development Regulations & Urban Development Regulations & Urban 
Redevelopment PlanRedevelopment Plan
(ULDC), (LDR)(ULDC), (LDR) (URP)(URP)
The Chamber advocates proThe Chamber advocates pro--business business 
comprehensive planning and development and comprehensive planning and development and 
supports proposals of modifications, supports proposals of modifications, 
improvements and revisions that would lead to improvements and revisions that would lead to 
a stronger economy in Valdostaa stronger economy in Valdosta--Lowndes Lowndes 
County.County.
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Chamber develops 1Chamber develops 1stst

Federal Legislative Federal Legislative 
Principle StatementPrinciple Statement

20102010



Chamber promotes Chamber promotes 
2010 Federal Agenda2010 Federal Agenda

20102010



Federal Legislative Federal Legislative 
Committee meets with U.S. Committee meets with U.S. 
Sen. Saxby ChamblissSen. Saxby Chambliss

20102010



U.S. Sen. Chambliss U.S. Sen. Chambliss 
speaks at Federal speaks at Federal 
Legislative LunchLegislative Lunch

20102010



Washington DC Washington DC 
FlyFly--inin

20102010



Gateways Committee receives Gateways Committee receives 
$10,000 in seed money from $10,000 in seed money from 
Georgia PowerGeorgia Power

Terri Lupo (Georgia Power Co.) and Gateways 
Chair Marshall Conner (Georgia Power Co.) 

present Gateways Vice Chair Aaron Strickland 
(KLVB) with $10,000 in seed money for development 

of Gateways Master Plan.  
The Gateways Committee is a sub-committee of the 
Local Legislative Committee under the Government 
Affairs Council, chaired by Paula Goff (SMITH 

Northview). BUSINESS201
0
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Master Plan, Chamber Survey, Prioritize 
Locations, Recommendations on Valdosta 

Gateways 

Gateways Committee Gateways Committee 
AccomplishmentsAccomplishments

20102010



Gateways Committee Gateways Committee 
Business After HoursBusiness After Hours

20102010



Final MailFinal Mail--in Participation Ratesin Participation Rates
Georgia: 72%Georgia: 72%
Lowndes County: 73%Lowndes County: 73%
Valdosta: 70%Valdosta: 70%
Hahira: 77%Hahira: 77%
Lake Park: 70%Lake Park: 70%

Census 2010Census 2010
CCCCCC’’s hard work pays offs hard work pays off

20102010



Ga Chamber Ga Chamber 
Power LunchPower Lunch

20102010



State Legislative State Legislative 
Committee Meets with Committee Meets with 
Local DelegationLocal Delegation

20102010

Briefing on Upcoming 
2011 Session



Ga Chamber Ga Chamber 
Listening SessionListening Session

20102010



ChamberChamber’’s s ““Meet the Meet the 
CandidatesCandidates”” ReceptionReception

20102010



Organized labor is 
seeking to 
dramatically rewrite 
American labor law 
with legislation that 
would essentially 
abolish secret ballot 
elections during 
union organizing 
drives. By forcing 
workers out of the 
voting booth and 
subjecting them to a 
public "card check" 
scheme, the bill 
would take privacy, 
power, and choice 
away from America’s 
workers. 

34

Legislative Alerts &  Legislative Alerts &  
UpdatesUpdates



On TAP . . .On TAP . . .

State Legislative LuncheonState Legislative Luncheon

Dec. 8, 2010Dec. 8, 2010
1212--1:30 p.m.1:30 p.m.
James H. RainwaterJames H. Rainwater

Conference CenterConference Center
withwith

Sen. Tim GoldenSen. Tim Golden
Rep. Ellis BlackRep. Ellis Black

Rep. Amy CarterRep. Amy Carter
Rep. Jason ShawRep. Jason Shaw

20102010



Government Affairs Government Affairs 
Council Council 

RestructureRestructure
ProposalProposal



PurposePurpose
To increase proactive participation To increase proactive participation 

and leadership; and leadership; 

Identify key legislative initiatives Identify key legislative initiatives 

that can enable progressive that can enable progressive 

change; change; 

Develop and shape Policy Positions Develop and shape Policy Positions 

that will drive that change, to that will drive that change, to 

more effectively lobby to support more effectively lobby to support 

these positions; and these positions; and 

Expand communications initiatives Expand communications initiatives 

to support this proactive shift.to support this proactive shift.



The program currently lacks the The program currently lacks the 

capacity to act quickly on items as capacity to act quickly on items as 

they arise unless they are they arise unless they are 

specifically addressed in our specifically addressed in our 

legislative agendas. legislative agendas. 

The GAC should have a forwardThe GAC should have a forward--

leading, proactive role on issues leading, proactive role on issues 

that will positively impact the that will positively impact the 

communitycommunity’’s business climate and s business climate and 

quality of life, rather than reacting quality of life, rather than reacting 

to specific bills as they are teedto specific bills as they are teed--up up 

in the legislature. in the legislature. 

IntroductionIntroduction



Strategic Imperatives Strategic Imperatives 
for action.for action.

1.  Develop a GAC Executive 1.  Develop a GAC Executive 

Committee and 7 Policy Committee and 7 Policy 

Committees.Committees.

2.  Authorize the GAC Executive 2.  Authorize the GAC Executive 

Committee to approve Priority Committee to approve Priority 

Issues as determined by the GAC Issues as determined by the GAC 

Policy Committees under the Policy Committees under the 

guidelines of the Legislative guidelines of the Legislative 

Principle Statement and Policy Principle Statement and Policy 

Positions, which are approved by Positions, which are approved by 

Chamber Board of Directors.Chamber Board of Directors.



3.3. Create and execute a more rigorous Create and execute a more rigorous 

communications function to communications function to 

achieve broad alignment and achieve broad alignment and 

support of the Valdostasupport of the Valdosta--Lowndes Lowndes 

County ChamberCounty Chamber’’s agenda.s agenda.

4.  Represent business interests and 4.  Represent business interests and 

support legislation on key issues support legislation on key issues 

affecting  our business climate.affecting  our business climate.

5.  Develop a strong network of top 5.  Develop a strong network of top 

business leaders, develop a large business leaders, develop a large 

grassroots membership and grassroots membership and 

mobilize when needed on key mobilize when needed on key 

legislative issues.legislative issues.



The Executive Committee The Executive Committee 
of the GAC shall consist of the GAC shall consist 
of:of:

Chair and Vice Chair of the Chair and Vice Chair of the 
GAC;GAC;
Vice Chair of Public Affairs;Vice Chair of Public Affairs;
Chair of the Chamber Board;Chair of the Chamber Board;
Chairs of 7 GAC Policy Chairs of 7 GAC Policy 
Committees;Committees;
Chamber Government Affairs Chamber Government Affairs 
staff; andstaff; and
Chamber President.Chamber President.

CommitteesCommittees
GAC Executive Committee Structure.GAC Executive Committee Structure.



The GAC will consist ofThe GAC will consist of
7 Policy Committees:7 Policy Committees:

Economic Development & Economic Development & 
TaxationTaxation
Education & Workforce Education & Workforce 
DevelopmentDevelopment
Energy & EnvironmentEnergy & Environment
Health CareHealth Care
Transportation Transportation 
Business & IndustryBusiness & Industry
Local Business & IndustryLocal Business & Industry

CommitteesCommittees
Policy Committee Structure.Policy Committee Structure.



1.   GAC Chair and Vice Chair: one two1.   GAC Chair and Vice Chair: one two--year year 

term, after which they may be eligible term, after which they may be eligible 

for refor re--appointment. appointment. 

2.   GAC Policy Committee Chairs and Vice 2.   GAC Policy Committee Chairs and Vice 

Chairs (appointed by the GAC Chair and Chairs (appointed by the GAC Chair and 

Vice Chair): serve one twoVice Chair): serve one two--year term, year term, 

after which they may be eligible for reafter which they may be eligible for re--

appointment. appointment. 

3.   There are no term limits for GAC 3.   There are no term limits for GAC 

members.members.

4.   All members of the Chamber will be 4.   All members of the Chamber will be 

invited to serve on the GAC.invited to serve on the GAC.

Terms of ServiceTerms of Service



The official public positions on The official public positions on 

local, state and federal issues local, state and federal issues 

are known as its are known as its ““Policy Policy 

Positions.Positions.””

Policy Positions are intended to Policy Positions are intended to 

be broad in scope, general in be broad in scope, general in 

application and generally application and generally 

remain unchanged from year to remain unchanged from year to 

year.year.

POLICIY  POSITION  POLICIY  POSITION  
STATEMENTS.STATEMENTS.



Specific issues that are Specific issues that are 

deemed a priority of the GAC deemed a priority of the GAC 

and the Valdostaand the Valdosta--Lowndes Lowndes 

Chamber of Commerce are Chamber of Commerce are 

known as known as ““Priority IssuesPriority Issues”” . . 

Sales Tax Holidays or Sales Tax Holidays or 

Exemptions Used in Exemptions Used in 

Manufacturing are prime Manufacturing are prime 

examples.examples.

PRIORITY ISSUESPRIORITY ISSUES



1.1. Consistent with Policy Positions;        Consistent with Policy Positions;        

2. Of local, statewide interest or 2. Of local, statewide interest or 

national in character;                               national in character;                               

3. General in application to the broad 3. General in application to the broad 

nature of the organization;                     nature of the organization;                     

4. Address a timely, current problem; 4. Address a timely, current problem; 

and                                                             and                                                             

5. Include background material, copies 5. Include background material, copies 

of the legislation,  proposed position of the legislation,  proposed position 

paper and suggested talking points paper and suggested talking points 

that conform to the Legislative that conform to the Legislative 

Principle Statement and the Policy Principle Statement and the Policy 

Positions. Positions. 

Criteria for Criteria for 
Priority IssuesPriority Issues



The process is a memberThe process is a member--

driven process, designed to driven process, designed to 

ensure that priority issues ensure that priority issues 

that are passed by the GAC that are passed by the GAC 

provide a wellprovide a well--reasoned, reasoned, 

strong platform for the strong platform for the 

ValdostaValdosta--Lowndes Chamber Lowndes Chamber 

to take to the appropriate to take to the appropriate 

level of government.level of government.

PROCEDURES.PROCEDURES.
Policy, Priority and Legislative Positions.Policy, Priority and Legislative Positions.



The restructuring of the GAC The restructuring of the GAC 

represents a bold and represents a bold and 

aggressive strategy to aggressive strategy to 

dramatically increase the dramatically increase the 

ChamberChamber’’s capacity to deliver s capacity to deliver 

on its mission and solidify its on its mission and solidify its 

position as the position as the ““Voice of Voice of 

BusinessBusiness”” in our community.in our community.

ConclusionConclusion



We believe its successful We believe its successful 

implementation will stimulate implementation will stimulate 

permanent increases in permanent increases in 

capacity and effectiveness capacity and effectiveness 

through increased through increased 

membership, awareness and membership, awareness and 

influence, and the expansion influence, and the expansion 

of its top leadership base.of its top leadership base.



Consider Proposed Consider Proposed 
Chamber Board Chamber Board 

Policy Policy 
regardingregarding

the Government the Government 
Affairs Council Affairs Council 


