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Education Planning Committee meets

BY SHARAH DENTON
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — The Edu-
cation Planning Commit-
tee met on Thursday, May
26, in the University Cen-
ter Magnolia Room at Val-
dosta State University.

Members of the com-
mittee were of diverse
backgrounds, including
teachers, community lead-
ers, church members and
parents.

Community Unification
for Educational Excellence
Vice Chairman Rusty Grif-
fin welcomed all in atten-
dance. “We are delighted to
see you. This is not a
CUEE meeting; this is a
community meeting.”

The meeting’s facilita-
tor, Steve Prigohzy, de-
scribed that, with his expe-
rience, there are certain
things to notice when look-
ing at effective schools.

“This is a process.
Whether you're living in
the North, South, East or
West, there are things that
effective schools have,”
said Prigohzy

Prigohzy discussed his
background and discussed
his concerns in regards to
former Valdosta City
School System Superinten-
dent and Friends of Val-
dosta City School’s Inc.
Chairman Sam Allen’s in-
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terview on consolidation.

“Some of the things
that were said in that in-
terview about this work,
and about schooling in
general, distressed me be-
cause they were, for a lack
of a better term, ignorant.
This isn’t to say that I
think Sam Allen is igno-
rant. Not at all. [ both like
him and I respect him,”
said Prigohzy.

Prigohzy addressed

Allen’s interview in re-
gards to what he feels is
wrong, one being that
CUEE had no plans on how
to educate children. He
stated that Allen had been
invited into conversations
from CUEE, himself and
the Valdosta-Lowndes
County Chamber of Com-
merce to discuss the is-
sues.

“When I look at data,
pure data on student

achievement, [ would be
the first to say, when you
look at the data, there is a
long way to go with stu-
dent achievement,” said
Prigohzy.

Valdosta City School
System Superintendent Dr.
Bill Cason was invited to
speak to the crowd on his
views of how to help the
students in the city school
system.

Cason stated first that
he considers Allen one of
his best friends and a per-
son who helped him along
his career in education. He
then stated his feelings on
students.

“I'have very strong be-
liefs on what it takes to
help a child be successful
in the classroom. First off,
you have to have a direc-
tion. I grew up in a poor
family of nine children.
My family gave me direc-
tion on where I should go,”
said Cason.

Cason explained to the
members his experience of
being told by a teacher that
he would never be success-
ful. He stated that was his
motivation. He included
that, to reach children, it
takes a variety of meas-
ures to do so.

Hesaid that, asa
teacher, “you better know
and understand that it
takes a lot of different
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Education Planning Committee facilitator Dr. Steve Prighozy speaks to a small group of educators and concerned business
leaders Thursday evening in the University Center's Magnolia Room at Valdosta State University.

things to reach children.
You have to be able to indi-
vidualize that instruction.”

Cason admits that the
system has a long way to
20 to get to where it needs
to be.

Valdosta City School
System Executive Director
of Teaching and Learning
Scarlet Brown told the
committee, “It is important
to be transparent. I believe
it is important to discuss
the things we do well and
to discuss how we can im-
prove.”

Brown went on to say
that, as an experienced
professional, she firmly be-
lieves that through educa-

tion lives can be changed.

‘When asked about class-
room sizes increasing,
Brown responded, “We
(are) trying to monitor that
closely. Eighty-five percent
of our budget is personnel.
You (are) going to see
school size increase.”

Brown answered the
question of parental train-
ing by stating that the edu-
cators and school system
make sure to find a variety
of ways to reach and help
their students and their
parents.

Additional meetings are
planned and community
involvement is encour-
aged.

THE MARKET IN REVIEW

Dow Jones industrials
Close: 12,441.58
Change: 38.82 (0.3%)
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