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Humane
Society looks
for new support
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VALDOSTA — The Hu-
mane Society of Valdosta-
Lowndes County took the
first steps Wednesday to in-
crease public awareness of
its mission to help regional
animals and pet owners.

During a ribbon-cutting
ceremony with the Valdos-
ta-Lowndes County Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Hu-
mane Society discussed the
need for more donations,
plans to create a spay-
neuter clinic, and intro-
duce its new board mem-
bers.

‘We’ve let area

veterinarians know
that we wouldn’t be
providing any other
veterinary services
other than spaying
and neutering



Needing approximately
$500,000 to open and oper-
ate a spay-neuter clinic, the
facility would employ a
full-time veterinarian and
technician, said John
Gates, Humane Society di-
rector. This vet would work
only with spaying and neu-
tering cats and dogs while
possibly giving the animals
rabies shots if needed.

“We've let area veteri-
narians know that we
wouldn't be providing any
other veterinary services
other than spaying and
neutering,” Gates said.

Humane Society Presi-
dent Jamie Catikos said a
spay-neuter clinic is essen-
tial for the region. Last
year, Lowndes County put
down approximately 6,000
animals, he said. If more
pets can be spayed and
neutered, there would be
less need to euthanize un-
wanted strays.

In the Humane Society’s
23-year history in Valdosta-
Lowndes County, it has res-
cued approXimately 16,000
animals, seen nearly 16,000
animals adopted, spayed
and neutered nearly 340,000
animals which prevented
an estimated 2 million-plus
unwanted cats and dogs in
our region, according to
the organization’s statis-
tics.

A spay-neuter clinic
would prevent even more
unwanted animals in the
region and give the Hu-
mane Society’s service a
centralized location for pet
owners to bring their cats
and dogs, instead of cur-
rently traveling to different
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Valdosta-Lowndes County Chamber of Commerce representative Mike Meeks, right, speaks
with Humane Society of Valdosta-Lowndes County Board Member Sara Riley at an event
Wednesday at the Humane Society.
seley, S j and dosta-Lowndes County male dog, $65 to spay a fe- County: Call (229) 247-3266:
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