(_onsider Proposeci
2010 State Legislative Agencia for

Pusiness

DEDUCATION
T he (hamber supports imProvement

strategies that link education and workforce
cieveiopment in a seamless manner, Preparing
a student for whatever future theg migtﬁt
choose and ensuring the iong~term viabihtg
of ourlocal economy. Tt'ne Chambeﬁs goai
is to build the best workforce and ensure our

companies have the talent ttieg need to stay

competitive.




2) ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

Alternative E_ncr53 & (_onservation

Thc Chambcr supports ]cgislation
Im lementing Public Policies that promote:
(igjegorts to optimize energy egiciencg
that will lead to long~term conservation
Practices, (2) conversion to more
environmental Friend]g forms of energy
generation, including nuclear and clean
coal tcchnologics, (3) research and
clevelopmcnt of alternative energy sources
such as bio~1cucls, solar power, tidal energy
and other renewable fuels Producc& 59
agronomic crops and new energy
technologies) (4) energy and
environmental issues that are sensitive to
their short-term and long~term economic

impact and that utilize proven and

effective technologg.




HEALTHCARE
5) Trauma Carc

T he (Chamber supports an increase in the
number and {:unc}ing of level one and level
two | rauma (_are (_enters in the State
of Georgia) Particularlg in South
Gc—:orgia. IMurther, the (hamber believes
the allocation of such funds should be

made in accordance with the formula

recent]g established bg the Georgia
T rauma (Care (_ommission.




TAXLS
4) Sales T ax Excmption on E_ncrgg ( Jsed for Manu{zacturing

Thc Chamber supports Providing an
cxemption with respect to State (not local)
sales and use tax for the cost of energy
(natural or artificial gas, c—:lf:ctricity, or any
other energg) used cjiréctly in the Production
of manufactured goocjs.

TAXES
5) 5alcs T ax Holidays

The Chambér supports Providing a sales
tax holidag at the E

year that woulcl cxempt salcs tax on back~to~

eginning of the school

school items. The exemption would last at
least four dags. An additional sales tax
holicﬂag would exempt tax on energy efficient

Pro&ucts for atleast four &ags in 2010.




HEALTHCARLE
6) Civil Justice Reform

The Chamber supports monitoring and
Protccting the impor‘cant Icgal and civiljusticc
reforms that were adopte& in 2005.

HEALTHCARLE
7) Clinic for the Wor‘dng (ninsured

The Chamber supports Pub]ic and Private
Funaing options for 5a1cet9 net clinics that
Providé access to health care for the working
uninsured to ensure that present and future

néeds are met.

HEALTHCARE

8) Wc"ncss Statcmcnt

T he (hamber supports the creation of

insurance Products that Proviﬁe incentives to

reward healt%g ]hcestgles.




9) TRANSFORTATION

The Ckamber suPPorts the dcvelopment
of a thougk’mcul strategy that will Provide
the needed Funding to address
transpor‘cation funding needs at both the
state and local level. | he {:un&ing solution
strategy should Provi&e increased,
dedicated, and reliable long~term {:uncjing
for transportation maintenance and
imProvements. T he (hamberwill continue
to actively promote top Prioritg Projccts
identified in the Citg of Valdosta’s
Transportation Mastﬁr Flan, as well as our
long~standing support for the wicjcning of

Statc Road 155. The Chamber also
suPPorts rcpcaling the Pickup truck

cxemption rcgarding the use of safctg belt.




ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT
i O) Monitor \Nater Council

The Ckamber suPPorts the Suwannce —
Sati”a chional Water Council’s vision of
managing water resources in a sustainable
manner under Gc—:orgia’s rc—:gulatc—:cj riparian
and rc—:gulatc—:& reasonable use laws. Our
common goal is to suPPort the Statc—: and
Region’s economy, to Protect Public health
and natural resources and to enhance the
uality of life for all citizens while Preser\/ing
16 drivate property rights of Georgia’s

landowners and in consideration of the need
to enhance resource augmentation and
emcmciciencg oPPortunitics. T he (hamber will
monitor the progress of the Suwannee -
Satiﬂa chional Water Council and the
Rc—:giona] A&visorg (_ommittees with the
goal of sustainable Agricultural, ]ndustrial

and Municipal water use and water qualitg.
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2009 Overview

Mission Statement:

To continue a long-standing
tradition In our community
of cultivating and
enhancing a positive
relationship between the
business community and
local military personnel.




Sub-Committees:

m 1. Red Carpet

m 2. Right Start

m 3. Airman Appreciation Day
m 4. Airman of the Quarter

m 5. Sports Day Event

6. Anniversary Committee




Goals

m Provide a link between military
and the Valdosta-Lowndes
County business community
through the interaction of
military personnel and the
business community.

m Educate all Moody newcomers
about Valdosta-Lowndes County
and familiarize them with the
business community.

m Encourage participation of the
business community to
familiarize the Moody personnel
and newcomers to the Valdosta-
Lowndes County community.




Goals

B Recognize Moody’s
contribution of over $333
million to the Valdosta-
Lowndes County Community.

B Strengthen relationship with
the Moody Support
Committee.

B Encourage communication
between the military and the
Chamber about their concerns
that may be related to the
Valdosta-Lowndes County
business community.




Right Start Program

m We attended 25 Right Start Presentations
and Information Fairs so far this year.
These are scheduled every other Tuesday
at Moody AFB. Being the only Air Force
Base in the world to allow the Chamber
to help welcome the new incoming
Airmen, we are able to provide a
presentation highlighting the Valdosta
area, and what the community has to
offer to enhance the Quality of Life at
Moody.

m During the information fair, we provide
answers to any guestions the new folks
have, and hand out the welcome packets
the Chamber members pay to be a part
of.

m What a win-win situation for Moody and
the Community.




Red Carpet Parties

m \We have hosted three Red Carpet
Parties at Ocean Pond welcoming
the New Senior Leadership to the
pase. In addition, we presented
going away gifts to departing
Senior Commanders. It is always a
fun time for all; all the guests are
treated to a traditional southern
dinner, and fellowship.

m \We have been able to secure
sponsors for all three of the parties
this year.

m Plans for the 45th Anniversary
Party has begun. The date Is set
for April 10, 2010.




Red Carpet Events @
Ocean Pond







Thank you to Our
2009 Red Carpet Sponsors:

Three Star
Sponsors

Eaaiza

ADT Security Services, Inc.

Barker Realty & Auction
Company, Inc.

Colonial Bank Mortgage
Division
Colquitt EMC

Eye Associates of South GA,
LLC

First State Bank/Synovus
Mortgage Corp.

Georgia Power Company
Georgia Printco, LLC

J. Randall Hicks, P.C.
Attorney at Law

Kentucky Fried Chicken
Prudential ACS Real Estate

Reliable Courier & Delivery,
Inc.

Smitty’s Package Store

South Georgia Medical
Center

Southeastern Federal Credit
Union

Steel’s Jewelry

That Others May Live
Foundation

Turners Fine Furniture
Valdosta Daily Times
Valdosta Technical College

Valdosta-Lowndes Co.
Conference Center &
Tourism Authority

Vallorbe, Inc.
WAL-MART Supercenter




Thank you to Our
2009 Red Carpet Sponsors:

One Star Sponsors

ActionCOACH

Ace Electric

Ambling Companies
Astro Exterminating
Bemiss Citizens Bank
Citizens Community Bank
Classic Art & Frames Co.
Col. Clarence Parker
Farmers Home Furniture
Greenleaf Center
Guardian Bank
Langdale Vallotton, LLP
Miller Hardware

Moody Law Firm, LLC

*

Pearl Executive Shuttle

Prudential Financial Company —
Tim Oliver

Quinn Construction Group
SMITH Northview Hospital
The Herndon Company

The LPA Group Incorporated
The Park Avenue Bank

Valdosta Flying Service
Valdosta Lighting Company

Valdosta-Lowndes County
Airport Authority

Valdosta-Lowndes County
Industrial Authority

Wild Adventures Theme Park




Change of
Commands

m \We have had several changes in the leadership at
Moody so far this year. As | always say it is sad
to see the old regime leave but it helps us to
meet a new group of leaders. Several committee
_melmcti)ers, attended the Change of Commands to
include:

m Two Wing Commanders (23rd Wing and 93d
AGOW),

m Two Group Commanders,
m Three Squadron Commanders,

m The activation ceremony for the 476th Fighter
Wing (a fighter wing of reservists).

We also had the opportunity to attend the farewell
dinners for Colonel Todorov and Chief Master
Sergeant Burgess. Chief Burgess passed along
his leadership role as Command Chief to Chief
Rick Parson as he deployed to Afghanistan.




Change of Command




National Day of Prayer

m It was an honor in March to
attend the Day of Prayer
Ceremony hosted by the
Moody Chapel with the
Command Chaplain of the Air
Force presiding over the
sermon.




Alrmen Appreciation
Day

= The committee helped to host
a day of fun for those Airmen
who live on the base In
dormitories. We helped to
serve food, provided some
door prizes, and some goody
bags to help make their day as
special as possible. It also
allowed us the opportunity to
acknowledge these young men
and women who put their lives
on the line everyday to help
secure our freedom.




Visiting Dignitaries

m We provided gifts of South GA
pecans and a couple of Red
Carpet glasses to visiting
Generals to Moody. We have
coordinated with the base
Protocol Office to keep several
on hand and let us know when
they have someone visit.




Quarterly/Annual
Awards

m Several committee members
attended the Annual Awards
banguet in honor of the Airmen and
Civilians at the base who have
excelled in their jobs.

&

Quarterly Award held
Oct. 29, 2009



Moody Air Force Base
Sports Day

m Friday, October 23, 2009




Conclusion

m An impressive year. | ‘m proud of all the
committee members who have stepped
up to help in any way possible to make
this year a huge success.

m If necessary, we will provide the base
with any other support they may need
and attend any additional ceremonies
they might have. Most importantly, we
will continue to plan the 45" Anniversary
Red Carpet Party to be held April 10
2010. It is a pleasure to serve as the
Military Affairs Chairman. | will continue
to represent the Chamber through my
connections with Moody and the Air
Force.




(1overnment Al airs
(_ouncil

chresent the business
community to federal,
state and local elected
ogicials, aggressively
Promoting legislative
issues that Pertain to

business Aevelopment

Business2009 ——
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(Hovernment Altairs
(_ouncil

\/\/%at’s in it for me?




Historical Keview




.

Hahira Chamber
president Willie
Linahan (back
left), Valdosta
Chamber chair-
man Lena
Bosch and Lake
Park Chamber
president
Howard Tessin
with Stan
Fillion, seated,
chairman of the
chamber’s com-
mittee backing
the September
16 SPLOST ref-
erendum.

Photo/Paul Leavy, The Valdosta Daily Times

“A Penny for Continued Progress”
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5FLO§T $$$ at

Get Ready for the 83th Annual
Chamber Dinner Meeting!

Lindsay Thomas, President
and Chief Executive Officer of

the Georgia Chamber of

Commerce will be speaking

on January 25 at the

Chamber’s 88th Annual Dinner

Meeting. He has been listed

numerous times in Georgia Photo courtesy of the Valdosta-Lowndes County Conference Center

Trend magazine as one of Make your plans now fo attend the Chamber’s 88th Annual Dinner Meeting. This will be the first
Georgia’s 100 Most Powerful  event held in the beautiful new Valdosta-Lowndes County Conference Center! Tickets availahle
and Influential Georgians. until January 18 at the Chamber of Commerce. The entire community is invited!




2000

i MSA Status!

ensus 2000: “It’s Your Fu-
ure - Don’t Leave It Blank™

L5

John Bowling, chairman of the Metropolitan
Area Committee, stresses the safety of the
census. “Information collected by the census
cannot be shared or sold to anyone, including

other government agencies,” Bowling said. Photo courtesy of the Valdosta Daily Times
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W Sales | ax Holidag

August 2004 Volume 48, No. 8

Bubba Campbell
recipient of
‘Champion of

Business Award’

AL, Girardin Award to our ‘member of the year’, the

Small Business of the Year, the Manufacturer of the
Year, DRUGS DON"T' WORK Partner of the Year, and World
Class Employees of the Year. But there's one Chamber
award that is NOT presented each year. It's presented
ONLY when a Chamber member has impacted the entire
business community in an exceptional way.

In fact, the Chamber’s ‘Champion of Business Award’

has only been
presented once \
before. The |Iml lll'l'l h.
Chamber creat- — P P
edthisspecial CEOTZIA SAYS
award in 2002

to acknowledge thank vou.*”

and honor the
members of The Valdosta Daily Times
our local dele- ‘Our Opinion’
gation to the
Georgia General Assembly, State Senator Tim Golden and
State Representatives Ron Borders, Ellis Black, and Jay
Shaw, for the pro-business legislation they sponsored on
our behalf that year.
“Once again, the Chamber Executive Committee finds
that there is an individual whose actions have benefited the
entire business community,” said Chamber Chairman of
the Board Jud Rackley (Brandon, Rackley & Dukes, PC) in
presenting the ‘Champion of Business Award’ to Bubba
Campbell at the Chamber’s Mid-Year Membership meeting ~ Chamber leaders and members of the Georgia General Assembly surround our
at JP Muldoons on July 28.. “I know that you are going to ‘Champion of Business,” Belk manager Bubba Campbell, and wife Ann after
agree with the Executive Committee that this local busi- receiving the award at the Chamber’s annual Mid-Year Membership Meeting in
ness person truly is a ‘champion’ who deserves a special July. Pictured are (clockwise from top) John Heavener (Georgia Retail
thanks. Association), Rep. Ellis Black, Sen. Tim Golden (Beacon Hill Financial, LLC)

Tlu- Chamber presents several awards each year — the




S

PLOST $$s “°%7

at wor‘<

Paul Leavy/The Valdosta Daily Times

Chamber Treasurer/Chairman-Elect Jud Rackley (Brandon, Rackley, & Dukes PC), Laura Cotton
(ASA), Chamber 2002 Board Chairman Bubba Campbell (Belk), Transportation Gommittee Chairman
Ronald Cowart (Cowart Electric and Industrial Contractors, Inc.), and Gary St. John (ASA) chat in
December immediately following St. John’s announcement that ASA/Delta Connection will be
initiating jet service from Valdosta Regional Airport in February.

Jet Service

n Dec. 18, members of the Chamber’s
OTransportation Committee welcomed
the announcement of jet service to Val-

dosta Regional Airport. Gary St. John of At-
lantic Southeast Airlines, Inc. said, “Begin-
ning January 31, ASA will begin flying the
first regional jets from Valdosta to Atlanta.”

The jets include two 50-passenger CRJs.
ASA also will add two 66-passenger ATRSs,
which are a larger version of the Brasilias
currently in use. The CRJs and ATRs will be-
gin replacing the 30 passenger Brasilias start-
ing in February

The Chamber’s Transportation Committee
has persisted for more than 15 years in work-
ing with ASA to ensure jet service for the
Valdosta Regional Airport. Steve Everett
(Langdale Ford) was an instrumental part of
“Project Jet,” whose goal in the mid-1980s was
to bring jet service to Valdosta. “I believe that

Has Landed!

jet service from Valdosta will be the single
best thing that can happen to promote airline
travel out of Valdosta Regional Airport,”
Everett said. “The business traveler requires
comfort and generally flies a very tight sched-
ule. These planes are much bigger, the seats
more comfortable and much roomier than
the Brasilia’s currently being used. The re-
duced flight time to about 55 minutes should
allow for better connections in and out of At-
lanta.”

Ronald Cowart (Cowart Electric and In-
dustrial Contractors), chairman of the Cham-
ber’s Transportation Committee said, “On be-
half of the Chamber’s Transportation Com-
mittee, I appreciate the efforts of ASA to im-
prove air service to and from Valdosta Re-
gional Airport. The Chamber has really pur-
sued these improvements, and I commend
ASA for making them happen.”
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Wi | clecommunications

Telecommunications:
Can Valdosta businesses compete?

Pictured at the 4th Annual Telecommunications Forum are presenters Ted Lawrence (BellSouth), Mike Adkinson (TechLINKS Magazine),
Jorge Neves (Sprint PCS), Darryl Chaney and Paula Birth (Mediacom), and Randy Cox (Park Avenue Bank).

Annual Telecommunications Forum held Oct. 14 at the Val-

dosta-Lowndes Conference Center: The event was sponsored
by the Valdosta-Lowndes Chamber, the Valdosta-Lowndes Conference
Center & Tourism Authority, and The Valdosta Daily Times.

Randy Cox (Park Avenue Bank) explained the purpose of the forum.
“Since the community was recently named a Metropolitan area, this
year’s forum was designed to determine if Valdosta-Lowndes County can
compete in terms of owr telecommunications services with the other
Metro areas.”

This year’s keynote speaker was Mike Adkinson, founder and CEO

‘ ‘ Can Valdosta Businesses Compete?” was the subject of the 4th

of TechLINKS Magazine in Atlanta. Adkinson-told the group, “Technolo-

gy is not an end in itself, it is a tool to help you. It's not how much broad-
band width you have, it's what you do with it. As our national and state
economies continue to change, the key to Valdosta’s future success will
be to provide a place where home-grown entrepreneurs know that they
can come home, build businesses, receive support, and be successful.”

For more information about the Chamber’s Technology Resources Com-
mittee contact Yolanda Shropshire, (229)247-8100 or yshropshir I-
dostacharmber.com. —_

“Valdosta businesses have the same ability to
communicate as Fortune 500 companies with real
time email access, digital imaging, and connection to
corporate computer networks over faster, secure
connections.”

Jorge Neves
Sprint PCS

“Telecommunication services offered by BellSouth in
Valdosta-Lowndes County are in a parity with any
other city in the state of Georgia, including Atlanta.
The capabilities and infrastructure available in
Valdosta-Lowndes County are second to no other
cities in the State of Georgia.”

Ted Lawrence

BellSouth
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Lt. Gov. Taylor addresses
he business community

erns of the busi-
ress community
or the upcoming
004 Legislative
Session. On Oct. 2,
[.t. Gov. Mark
aylor visited with
hamber members
o discuss his fore-
ast of the upcom-
ing session. “I en-
ourage everyone
to get and stay in-
olved in their lo-

ajn?g;%}%gfs‘}tgted Lt. Governor Mark Taylor met with Chamber members regarding Unemployment

aylor. “Making Insurance reform during a Chamber reception for him at the Chamber on Oct. 2,
Lbour voice heard  Pictured are Mark Wilson (Langdale Industries), Witliam Sirmans (Georgia
loud and clear Department of Labor), Taylor, Jeff Hanson (Park Avenue Bank), and Kris Jensen
starts at the local  {Saft America, inc.).
level. If we don't
pay close attention to transportation, education and healthcare, for example, there could be an ad-
rerse impact on our business climate and the state’s economy. I look forward to working on all of
hese issues with the business community during our next legislative session.”
Chamber Manufacturers Council members urged the Lt. Gov. to work on legislation to clarify
ording in the Unemployment Insurance statute that currently allows some dismissed empioyees
ho violate their employer’s posted attendance policy to collect benefits, it certain situations, “We
are pieased that Lt. Governor Taylor supports correcting this ‘glitch’ in the Unemployment Insur-
hnce law which allows payment of benefits even when a claimant violates a known, reasonable and
lawful attendance rule,” said Mark Wilson (Langdale Industries). *“This correction will reduce

nemployment Insurance costs to businesses and will reinforce the message that good employee
httendance is a major key to a successful company.”

This language amendment is intended to protect employers whose employees are violating their

fundamental right to expect them to be at work, not including those absences subject to FMLA pro-

ections. The Chamber currently
is in the process of developing

he 2004 Legislative Agenda for

usiness, which will include this
issue as well as other top busi-
ness development issues in our
community Chamber members
will be given the opportunity to
rank their top legislative priori-
ties for the Chamber to pursue
during the 2004 Legislative Ses-
sion.

For a look at the Chamber’s
004 Legisiative Agenda for Busi-
ness, go to the Chamber’s Web site

ot www.valdostachamberncom.
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c/an’@thg attendance as a reason for dismissal

2005 Champions of Business

Photo by Steven Heddon

Susan Dukes (Ga. Dept of Labor), Mark Wilson (Langdale Industries)
and Paula Goff (Regal Marine) pose with their awards following the
Mid-Year Membership Meeting. Dukes, Goff, and Wilson received the
Champion of Business Award because of their work to pass legislation
in the 2005 Legislative Session that clarifies attendance as a reason
for dismissal.

/Qnother keynote of the Midear Membership Meeting was the
presentation of the 2005 Champions of Business Award. This year,
the Chamber’s Governmental Affairs Committee presented this
prestigious honor to Susan Dukes (Ga. Dept of Labor), Paula Goff
(Regal Maring), and Mark Wilson (Langdale Industries) for their
work in darifying attendance as a reason for dismissal.

The Champion of Business Award is not an annual award, The
honor is reserved only for those individuals who have gone above
and beyond to make a difference for business, not just in their
organization or in Lowndes County, but on the state level as well,

Past winners of the Champion of Business Award include the
local Delegation: Rep. Jay Shaw, Rep. Ron Borders, Rep. Eli Black
ad State Senator Tim Colden for the Sales Tax Holiday in 2002
and Bubba Campbell in 2004 for his efforts in founding the Sales
Tax Holiday.

Dukes, Coff, and Wion -have been working on this issue for
several years. In 2001, the Manufacturers Council called attention
to a “glitth” in the Ceorgia unemployment insurance law. This
glitch s a loophole that provides unemployment insurance to
some employees when attendance is the reason for dismissal.
Dukes worked with the Chamber throughout the beginning stages
of investigating this issue until it was out of her local jurisdiction.

By 2005, “dlarifying attendance as a reason for dismissal® had
gained enough momentum to be placed on the Legislative Agendas
of the Georgia Chamber and Georgia Industry Association. Coff
and Wilson made numerous trips to Atlanta to testify in committee
meetings and speak with Legislators on the importance of fixing
the “glitch”.

These two Champions of Business were instrumental in work-
ing with the Ceorgia Department of Labor to develop the lan-
guage that will fix the “glitch” and save employers in Georgia
thousands of dollars.

The Govemor signed HB 520 on May 10, 2005 offcially
clarifying attendance as a reason for dismissal. Thank you again to
our 2005 Champions of Business. Without your help, this legisla-
tion would not have been possiblel  You're our superheroes!
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made Fcrmancnt

260 (_hamber Members save
$ZOOK+ ~ Potential dollars that stay

in our regiona] economy
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aula Goff (Regal Marine) and Jeff Hanson
Park Avenue Bank) enjoy the festivities at the
Celebrate the Session” reception on Apr. 12,

f_// he 2005 Georgia General Assembly was
/" avery productive time for the Chamber's
Governmental Affairs Committee. Several trips
o Atlanta to lobby for pro-business legislation
paid off with five bills from the Chamber's
Legislative Agenda for Business to be signed
into law.

Seeing the passage of so much pro-business
legislation does not happen often. This year,
he Governmental Affairs Commilttee decided to

elebrate by hosting its “heroes” at a “Celebrate
the Session” reception on Apr. 12 at the
hamber,

“This was a hanner year for the Govern-

ental Affairs Committee,” said Jeff Hanson
Park Avenue Bank), chairman of the committee.
‘The hard work of volunteers like Paula Goff
Regal Marine) and Mark Wilson (Langdale

VALDOSTA: LOWNDES COUNTY
Chamber of Commerce

Pictured at the Legislative Overview Luncheon on Apr. 15 at Valdosta Country Club are Abby Rozar,
President of Kiwanis of Valdosta, Shirley McClain (Kiwanis), Rep. Ellis Black, Sen. Tim Golden,
Rep. Jay Shaw, Rep. Ron Borders, and Jeff Hanson (Park Avenye Bank).

Industries) this year, and Fred Wetherington
(Wetherington Farms) and Susan Dukes (Ga,
Department of Labor) shows exactly what can
be accomplished with a grassroots effort.”

On Apr. 15, the Governmental Affairs
Committee and the Kiwanis Club of Valdosta
hosted the 2005 Legislative Overview
Luncheon, with comments on the session by
Reps. Jay Shaw, Ron Borders, and Ellis Black,
and featured speaker Sen. Tim Golden. More
than 80 business leaders were on hand as the
delegation discussed the high points of the
Legislative Session.

Year after year, Chamber members identify
affordable healthcare as their number one
legislative issue. The subcommittee decided
that this year, the Washington Trip would focus
primarily on this important issue. On May 11,

11 business leaders made the annual trip to
Washington DC to discuss affordable health-
care with our federal delegation. One “power
team” met with Reps, Sanford Bishop, Jack
Kingston, and Charlie Norwood, and the other
team met with Sens. Johnny Isakson and Saxby
Chambliss to talk about healthcare concerns
in Greater Valdosta, and to inform them of
progress on the local level. The trip also includ-
ed meetings at the U.S. Chamber, the Federal
Aviation Administration, and the Pentagon.
This fall, the Governmental Affairs
Committee will reconvene to develop the
2006 Legislative Agenda for Business. For
more information on the Chamber’s
Governmental Affairs program, or to voice
legislative concems affecting your business,
contact Amy Karam at (229) 247-8100, or
akaram@valdostachamber.com.
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General Assembly completes

2008 legislative

Pictured at the
Capital in Atlanta
are State Rep. Ellis
Black, Rep. Amy
Carter, State Sen.
Tim Golden and
Rep. Jay Shaw.

fter a remarkable opening day on
Jan. 14 that began with the House
overriding a dozen bills vetoed by

the Governor at the end of the 2007 leg-
islative session, the General Assembly
began its work to resolve issues involving
health insurance costs, water, manufactur-
ing, business owner property rights, and
other issues important to Chamber mem-
bers. The General Assembly finished its
session on Apr. 4 a fter passing numerous
bills supported by the Chamber.

Legislation important to Chamber
members:

AFFORDABLE HEALTH
INSURANCE

Senator Tim Golden was successful in get-
ting a $150,000 planning grant for a
Georgia Wellness Incentive Pilot Program
in the 2008 state budget. The planning

grant is the first step to develop a program
designed to help lower health insurance
costs for employers and employees.

STATE WATER PLAN

The plan calls for Regional Water Councils
and the Chamber is working with our
local delegation to have Lowndes County
representation appointed by the Governor,
Lt. Governor, and Speaker of the House.

MANUFACTURING

Several bills passed to strengthen manu-
facturing, including a cap limiting the
sales tax on energy used in manufactur-
ing, expanded sales tax exemption for
machinery and parts, and the creation of a
“Made in Georgia” initiative to promote
the sale of products made in Georgia. As
Sen. Tim Golden stated, “These kinds of
legislative proposals are a great start, but
in my opinion, they are only a start. More
needs to be done to make Georgia a leader

session

General
Assembly
Passes
Legislation
Supported
By Chamber

in and destination for industry.
Manufacturers have a huge impact on the
economy throughout our state, represent-
ing 10 percent of the overall workforce.”

STATE SALES TAX HOLIDAY

The holiday was renewed for cerlain
school supplies, clothing, footwear, com-
puters, and computer related accessories
from July 31 — Aug 3. This legislation was
originally initiated by Valdosta citizens in
2001.

BUSINESS OWNER PROPERTY
RIGHTS

Legislation preventing business owners
the right to disallow firearms on business
property was amended to ensure business
owners retained their property rights.

Visit the Chamber’s Government Affairs
page at www.valdostachamber.com for
more information.

Several bills Passed to strcngthen manwcacturing inclu&ing aca
limiting the sales tax on energy used in manugacturing, cxPanclf:
sales tax excmPtion for machinerg & parts and the creation of a

“Made n Georgia” initiative.




Otate chislativc (_ommittee
T ravels to the CaPitol

/: céruarﬂ /1, 2009 the 5tatc
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ér/éﬁhg State [ cglﬁs/a tors




2009 State Session

Successgu”g championed the Fo”owing
State business development initiatives in
the 2009 Legislative §

B ] 20 ~ chcwal of Sales Tax
oliéag

esSsion:

?egional Water (ouncil was formed

and includes two reC\r/esc-:ntativc-:s from

Lownées Countg,
and Rustg McCal

SPBri- Georgia Nuclear Tinergg
Financing Act, Provides fora utilitg

65]69 Langclale

to recovemcrom its customers the costs
of ﬁnancing associated with the

construction of a nucleargenerating

Pla nt




Bclk Thanks Scn Goldcn for (areat Salcs
] ax Holi dag.

"This year's B-T-S Sales
Tax Holiday sales
exceeded the great
year we had last year.
The mall parking lot
was packed!" said Belk
store manager Paul
Clingan.

Sen. Tim Golden, original author of the Sales Tax Holiday in
2000, fights hard along with the Chamber's Government
Affairs Council to get the legislation passed again each year.

"Former Belk manager Bubba Campbell was THINKING B.I.G.
when he came up with the Sales Tax Holiday idea for Georgia
and approached me about it. Sales Tax Holiday is a win-win
for businesses and consumers, and there is no doubt that it
stimulates our economy," said Golden.



http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=zgis56cab.0.0.6zvrkqcab.0&ts=S0414&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.state.ga.us%2Flegis%2F2005_06%2Fsenate%2Fgoldenbio.htm&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=zgis56cab.0.0.6zvrkqcab.0&ts=S0414&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.valdostachamber.com%2Fmembership%2Fgovernmentaffairs.html&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=zgis56cab.0.0.6zvrkqcab.0&ts=S0414&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.valdostachamber.com%2Fmembership%2Fgovernmentaffairs.html&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=zgis56cab.0.0.6zvrkqcab.0&ts=S0414&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.valdostachamber.com%2Fthinkbig.htm&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=zgis56cab.0.0.6zvrkqcab.0&ts=S0414&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.ga.gov%2Flegis%2F2009_10%2Fsearch%2Fhb120.htm&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=zgis56cab.0.0.6zvrkqcab.0&ts=S0414&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.legis.ga.gov%2Flegis%2F2009_10%2Fsearch%2Fhb120.htm&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=zgis56cab.0.0.6zvrkqcab.0&ts=S0414&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.belk.com%2F&id=preview
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The Chambcr’s State Legislative
(_ommittee met with the | et’'s (et

Gcorgia Moving” Coa]i’cion rcgarcling
development of 2010 legislation on how
to fund transPortation for the state of

Gcorgia.




T he (hambers State Legislative

(_ommittee met with local c}elegation
members, RCP. Jag Shaw, RCP. I~ llis
Black, RCP. Amg Cartcr, and Statc
Senator | im (Golden regarcling
cjevelopment of 2010 legislation on how
to fund transportation for the state of

Gcorgia.
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GCorgia (hamber Power | unch

Over 100 businesses attended the GA Chamber Fower Lunch on
Augus’c 27 at the \/alclosta Countrg Club The theme for the
meeting was Bringing Georgia Togcther.

George ]srael, GA Chambcr CEO statec], “This was the best

turnout of any of the Previous i1 events we have hosted. ]t is

obvious the Valdosta-| owndes Countg (_hamberis a [Tive-Star
Chambcr.”

(GA Chamber
Chairman, Mike Garrett
(Georgia Fower Co.>
statec!, “]n too many
ways, there are still two

Georgias. We all need to

work together to achieve

NNRRRRERIERRTIREIIT

our common goals.”




Altemativc Encrgy & Conscrvation

Support the development of a National Energy Policy for
energy supply & demand involving both the public and private
sectors. To ensure that our energy needs are met, bolster our
economy, and enhance our national security, we should reduce
our dependence on foreign sources of energy by stepping up
our domestic conservation and efficiency efforts, develop
alternative energy sources, and increase our own domestic
production.

Agordablc Hcalthcare

The Chamber supports the following efforts to reduce cost
drivers that lead to increases in healthcare costs:

Federally supported incentive programs for wellness,
prevention, and disease management;

Small-business insurance purchasing groups; and

The creation of tax incentives for those who purchase their
own healthcare.

Housing Reliet

Encourage legislation that offers additional tax credits on all
primary residence home purchases, monetizes credit for
availability at closing and can be used in conjunction with
mortgages financed by state or local banks in order to
stimulate the housing market and the economy.




[

I lectronic Medical Recornds
The Chamber supports federally supported incentives for the
use of electronic medical records and other technological
devises to improve quality, increase efficiency and reduce costs
of healthcare. The Chamber considers the use of electronic
medical records a vehicle for job creation in the Information
Technology Field in Valdosta-Lowndes County.

Taxcs orn ]ntcrnct & Cata]og Salcs

The Chamber supports a fair collection of sales tax:
Traditional retailers are placed at a price disadvantage because
of an inequity in the collection of taxes that provides a windfall
benefit to online and catalog retailers. This practice gives the
online and other remote retailers an “un-level playing field”

ith Georgia based businesses. Hundreds of million of dollars
are lost in tax revenue and, placing at risk many vital public
services provided by state and local governments. 39 states
have begun discussions to simplify the tax system in order to
ease collections of previously complex state sales and use tax
systems. If Georgia were to join these states with simplified
sales tax systems, Congress would have to give them the
authority to expand the collection authority.

Standing [Fositions
*Monitor the progress on I-75 and SR 133
*Protect our economic engines: Moody AFB, education, and
healthcare facilities
*Support the efforts to continue to give our veterans good
healthcare and benefits in a timely manner.
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"ederal Legislative (_ommittee
meets with

Congrcssman Kingston

I'h I l - .. - | |
" - ‘H' Al " I

f: cbruafy 9, 2009
'@ /)am/oions 5P0Lc on:

m [Health Information
ch/mo/ogﬂ I unc/ing
i Labor Law /55ucs

N Enc/gg




On Sept 28, the o~
Chamber offered the B8
business |
community a Private
meeting

with (].5.

Rel:)rese ntative
Jack Kingston.

0y

Congressman
Kingston gave a brief
overview of the most
imPor’cant Issues

Facing our nation

todag inc]uding the
Argrnanistan war,

healthca re,

Trxe Congressman resPondecl to
questions ancl comments f:)

emPlogment/labor

members of the Government

Affairs Counci!. Ran&y Sauls
<South Georgia Medical (_enter)
addressed healthcare issues Facing
our community to Cong. Kingston,
I Particular, trauma care Funoing

availabilitg for South Georgia.

law anc} cap ancﬂ trac}e
legislation and fiscal
resPonsibilitg.




STIMULUS OR STYMIED:

IS YOUR BUSINESS READY FOR THE COMING CHANGES IN
EMPLOYMENT LAWS?

L & v

Presentations by Jason Willcox and G. Robert Ryan, Jr.
(Moore, Clarke, DuVall & Rodgers, P.C) &

Megan Smith & Anne Barnas (SmithBarnas & Associates, Inc.)

in association with the Federal Legislative Committee

& Moore CLARK

DuVarL ¥rRobGers
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(_hamberleads rcgional meeting
Withs Congrcssman Bishop

Chamber advises Bishop
"VOTE NO on EFCA"

Business?009 s
VALDOSTA - LOWNDES COUNTTY. b

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, |nl l2P"




Chamber champions present
2009 Federal Legislative
Agenda to U.S. Delegation,
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
and the Pentagon

Business 009 ‘g
VALDOSTA - LOWMNDES COUNTY.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, gl
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~edera Legislativc
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Overwcw unchcon wnth

u 5 Scnator Johnng ]sakso

I Z:OOP.m.~ ] :§OP,m.

Hilton GGarden Jnn

Cost: $15.00 \4 .

(Come earlg for best bbb Was“'“gt“".

seatmg & to greet
& meet the

-y
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http://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/evaluate.rnav/pidUjHFfWrfjkHU4VWTsci_2GO10?activepage=site.home&pageName=site.home&agent.uid=1102543236804&action=edit
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Chambcr Co~5pons

ors 1st | ime Homcbugcrs Forum

The Chamber assisted US Senator Johrmg ]sakson’s
office in getting the word out to SOUH"I Georgians that the
$ 8,000 Homebugers Credit sunsets on November 50. T}ne
First- | ime Homebugers "orum was held at \/aldosta
Teclmical Co”egc. Attendees obtained information
regarding the tax credit as well as available programs and
assistance from the Georgia DePartment of Communitg

Affairs, Housing of Urban Dcvelopment, Department of
Veteran Affairs and [Tederal [ Jome | oan Pank of

Gcorgia.



| ocal] egislative enda presentations to
g P
(ities and Countg

>

= - : =

(Government A]CFairs Council Chair, Faula Cioff <5M]TH
Northview Hospital)cfresentec{ the (Chamber's 2009 | ocal

Leg;islative Age’n&a uring the Aug. 4 Lake Fark Citg Council
Meeting.

(Goff stated, "] his is the first year the (_hamberhas developed an

official local agen&a, and we are Pleased to present it to all of our
local governments and stakeholders. T hisis a ‘living‘ document and
will be updatecl as needed. We are very excited about the
organization of our Gateways (_ommittee which will be chaired }33

Marshall Conner (Georg;ia Fower Co.) along with vice-
chair Aaron Stricuand (Keep Lowndes~\/aldosta Beauthcul). We

are asking all of the stakeholders to aPPoint a representative and

come together as a committee to make our Gatewags more

aPPealing.”



http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102664245465&s=2799&e=001Pp_6fZg6KqEw9gPsuKs1QkwLxLQJtk1k-gq691QAJeT9sNJuAqbwGl2exVTZH3KxmBjsoCM4081c2luCHFftpphk2VPF3vTGJ_YmLHh1MCUSEleEEFYH8yGvLdTM7yxvTgfjhqJyIkY=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102664245465&s=2799&e=001Pp_6fZg6KqEw9gPsuKs1QkwLxLQJtk1k-gq691QAJeT9sNJuAqbwGl2exVTZH3KxmBjsoCM4081c2luCHFftpphk2VPF3vTGJ_YmLHh1MCUSEleEEFYH8yGvLdTM7yxvTgfjhqJyIkY=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102664245465&s=2799&e=001Pp_6fZg6KqFOaolylZuk9vQ5HHbMwwMO7jpKBqTHKusRI0Bp3jD0joRY0HaPxm1rP4VChFjHJaxUGVlKJ_ayXRnWOC2vO67S8KDCGk6rJGxpq1j3SPLgUv0Va_Ed2uRTp_RrARyyvviTHd8UZHL_tU6aklfKeXgjeA4-dVReAro=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102664245465&s=2799&e=001Pp_6fZg6KqFOaolylZuk9vQ5HHbMwwMO7jpKBqTHKusRI0Bp3jD0joRY0HaPxm1rP4VChFjHJaxUGVlKJ_ayXRnWOC2vO67S8KDCGk6rJGxpq1j3SPLgUv0Va_Ed2uRTp_RrARyyvviTHd8UZHL_tU6aklfKeXgjeA4-dVReAro=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102664245465&s=2799&e=001Pp_6fZg6KqGxVFE4xSNhc4G1yjZ5ACN3zqnFaYnJNq6F0eAbXiK-qxhZZg3RWC5lnB118yxmMD3xzwLtdJtrDKttbE7fO8dCAwkvbCwaGZrtTW2Vf73uNw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102664245465&s=2799&e=001Pp_6fZg6KqEpsuJjibGRDTQcxctTxXSIewIOr_r6uEivNV_58KJG4rYvFFm3_rtikvsklOv236JcHj_qjlnsS3NOP7U9Yz3HFx7HgJTfkRg=

Gatcways Committcc Gocs to Columbus on
a f:act~f:inding Mission

b

Mcmbers of the ncwlg formed Gatewags Committcc visited
with Columbus Chambcr Fresic!cnt, Mike Gagmon and
Gatewags (_ommittee Champion, John f:loumog to studg

the successful gateway imProvement program in (_olumbus,

(ia.

"Gatewags Provi&e a first imPression of a communitg to

visitors upon entering, and we have implcmentecl a
thought{tul, unified strategy to strengthen and bcauti{y the
overall appearance of our communitg,” stated Floumog.




Ccnsus 2010
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We move forward when you send it back !
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THE VIRTUAL
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SAVE

- SECRET “he Secret Ballot:
v . "4RCH TODAY!

14 chnslatwc Alcrl:s
& 11 uPdatcs

e Mao | sateliie
. - A >
4 iy

&), Alison
‘44’ Valdosta, GA



http://secretballot.voteforbusiness.net/
http://capwiz.com/chamber/home/

What’s on tal:)?

Meeting with GDO'T C ommissioner
Vance Smith

Monﬂayj Novc:mber 50, §:§Op.m.

Citg Hall Annex
Reception Fo”owing at the Chamber

§P.m.

000000000000000000000000

State chislative | uncheon
chncsdag, | 2~1 :5OP.m.
Rainwater (_onference (_enter

515
Flease ROSVF




taP...

Feb. 5, Atlanta
State chislativc Brie{:ing
| uncheon

&
Bird Suppcr @ Dcpot

March 25

Regional Water (ouncil Mecting
Valdosta | echnical Co”egc
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