
Calendar of Events

Shelby County Chamber of Commerce and Industry
1901 Hawkeye Avenue

Harlan, IA 51537
(712) 755-2114

info@exploreshelbycounty.com

October 14, 2026 Teen Book Club - Lied Irwin Public Library
Lied Irwin Public Library
509 Ann Street
Irwin , IA 51446
2:30 pm
Wednesday, October 14, 2:30 pm. Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin.

Teens are invited to join the Teen Advisory Board for a book discussion on The Thicket
and enjoy some snacks.

October 14, 2026 Movie Day - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library
509 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
1:30 pm
Wednesday, October 14, 1:30 pm. Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin. 

Join us  for a Halloween-themed afternoon of a movie, snacks, and activities.

Kids attending from school will need a note to the school in order to ride the bus to the
library. Kids will need to be picked up by 5 pm.

October 14, 2026 Chair Yoga - Elk Horn Public Library
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
11 am
Wednesday mornings, 11 am. Elk Horn Public Library, 2027 Washington Street, Elk
Horn. 

October 14, 2026 5 O'Clock Book Club - Harlan Community Library
Harlan Community Library
718 Court Street
Harlan, IA 51537
5 pm
Wednesday, October 14, 5 pm. Harlan Community Library, 718 Court Street, Harlan. 

October 15, 2026 Forest Friends - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library 
509 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin is bringing back Forest Friends for
another season, 10 - 11 am. Their first Forest Friends will be September 17th at 10am.

Forest Friends will be held every third Thursday at the library through April 15th. 
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October 15, 2026 Family Fun Night - Halloween Bingo - Harlan Community Library 
Harlan Community Library
718 Court Street
Harlan, IA 51537
06:00 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Thursday, October 15, 6 - 7:30 pm. Harlan Community Library, 718 Court Street,
Harlan. 

Prizes and snacks. Fun for the whole family. Make sure to wear your Halloween
costumes. 

October 15, 2026 Brown Bag Lunch - Museum of Danish America
Museum of Danish America
2212 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
12:00 PM - 01:00 PM CST
Thursday, October 15, 12- 1 pm. Museum of Danish America, 2212 Washington Street,
Elk Horn. 

Bring your lunch to the Museum and join us for a fascinating presentation by MoDA
board member Mike Koehler!

The Brown Bag Lunch Program is made possible with support from Dennis Andersen,
Atlanta, GA.

View previous Brown Bag Lunches on YouTube.

October 15, 2026 Bean There - Colored That Coffee Club
Harlan Community Library
718 Court Street
Harlan, IA 51537
09:30 AM - 10:30 AM CST
Thursday, October 15, 9:30 - 10:30 am. Harlan Community Library, 718 Court Street,
Harlan.

Coloring and Coffee at the Library or bring your own drink.
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October 16, 2026 Ribbon Cutting - Celebrating 15 Years - Patriot's Choice Contracting
Patriot's Choice Contracting
911 7th Street
Harlan, IA 51537
3 pm
Join us as we celebrate 15 years of Patriot’s Choice Contracting! 

The Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry invites you to help recognize this
special milestone with an official Ribbon Cutting. 

 Friday, October 16
 3:00 pm
 Patriot’s Choice Contracting, 911 7th Street, Harlan

Come celebrate with us and help congratulate Patriot’s Choice Contracting on 15 years
in business!

October 16, 2026 Community Jam at Milk & Honey
Milk & Honey
919 7th Street
Harlan, IA 51537
Bar & Kitchen open at 5pm Jam starts at 6pm
Friday, October 16. Milk & Honey, 919 7th Street, Harlan. 

Bar & Kitchen open at 5pm
Jam starts at 6pm
Participate or just listen

October 17, 2026 Young Adult Coffee and Silent Book Club - Elk Horn Public Library
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
02:00 PM - 04:00 PM CST
Saturday, October 17, 2 - 4 pm. Elk Horn Public Library, 2027 Washington Street, Elk
Horn. 

October 19, 2026 Friends of the Library - Longest Table - Hosted by the Elk Horn Public Library 
Elk Horn Town Hall
4212 Main Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
05:00 PM - 07:00 PM CST
Monday, October 19, 5 - 7 pm. This event is hosted by the Elk Horn Public Library and
will be held at the Elk Horn Town Hall, 4212 Main Street, Elk Horn. Cost is $30 per
person. Call the Elk Horn Public Library at 712-764-2013 to reserve your tickets. 

5 pm - appetizers; 6 pm - four course meal.

October 20, 2026 Ladies Pinochle - Elk Horn Public Library
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
01:00 PM - 04:00 PM CST
Tuesday afternoon, 1 -4 pm. Elk Horn Public Library, 2027 Washington Street, Elk Horn.
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October 21, 2026 Classic Movie Morning - Harlan Community Library 
Harlan Community Library
718 Court Street
Harlan, IA 51537
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM CST
Wednesday, October 21, 10 - 12 pm. Harlan Community Library, 718 Court Street,
Harlan. 

Showing: The Sons of Katie Elder.

There will be popcorn, donuts, and coffee available. 

October 21, 2026 Chair Yoga - Elk Horn Public Library
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
11 am
Wednesday mornings, 11 am. Elk Horn Public Library, 2027 Washington Street, Elk
Horn. 

October 21, 2026 Community Coffee - Elk Horn Public Library 
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
9 am
Wednesday, October 21, 9 am. Elk Horn Public Library, 2027 Washington Street, Elk
Horn.

October 22, 2026 Adult Program: Halloween Costume-Mystery/Game Night - Harlan Community Library
Harlan Community Library
718 Court Street
Harlan, IA 51537
6 pm
Thursday, October 22, 6 pm. Harlan Community Library, 718 Court Street, Harlan.

Prizes for the best costume - Best Female, Best Male, Best Couple, Best Group - Board
Games, Halloween Games, and Mini Mysteries to Solve. Popcorn & Punch served.

October 22, 2026 Myrtue Medical Center Lunch & Learn
Myrtue Medical Center Auble Room
1213 Garfield Avenue
Harlan, IA 51537
12:00 PM - 01:00 PM CST
Thursday, October 22, 12 - 1 pm. Myrtue Medical Center Auble Room, 1213 Garfield
Avenue, Harlan. 

Join us for a Lunch + Learn: Know Your Risks & Routine – Women’s Preventive Health.

Bring your lunch, bring a friend, and take a proactive step for your health! 
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October 23, 2026 Classy, Country Crazy Standup Comedy Show - Milk & Honey
Milk & Honey
919 7th Street
Harlan, IA 51537
Doors, kitchen & bar open at 5 pm. Show starts at 7 pm.Â 
Friday, October 23. Event by the Harlan Community Theatre & Milk & Honey. This event
will be held at Milk & Honey, 919 7th Street, Harlan.

Doors, kitchen & bar open at 5 pm. Show starts at 7 pm. 

Tickets: $20 for adults & $10 for kids K-12 available at  wiaa.ludus.com or at the door
pending availability!

October 23, 2026 Harlan Community Library Silent Book Club - Milk & Honey
Milk & Honey
919 7th Street
Harlan, IA 51537
5:30 pm
Friday, October 23, 5:30 pm. This event is hosted by the Harlan Community Library &
Milk & Honey and will be held at Milk & Honey. 

October 24, 2026 Hansen House Senior Living Hall-O-Ween Crawl
Hansen House Senior Living
703 Dye Street
Harlan, IA 51537
04:00 PM - 06:00 PM CST
Saturday, October 24, 4 - 6 pm. Hansen House Senior Living, 703 Dye Street, Harlan. 

Inside Trick or Treating. Free Family Fun. 

October 24, 2026 Inaugural Portsmouth Zombie Walk
City of Portsmouth
Main Street 
Portsmouth, IA 51565
05:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
Saturday, October 24, 5 - 8 pm. Portsmouth Main Street. There will be a one mile walk
in Portsmouth and there will be signage. Cost is $5, there will be a table set up for
signing up. Also: Trunk or Treating along the way; Costume Contest; Halloween Self
Station, & 50/50 raffle. 

Food and snacks served at the American Legion.

All proceeds benefit the Shelby County Ball-Park to Ball-Park Trails. 

October 24, 2026 25th Annual Harvest Fest - Historic Downtown Square Harlan
Historic Downtown Square - Harlan
Downtown Harlan
Harlan, IA 51537
Saturday, October 24
The 25th Annual Harvest Fest. Saturday, October 24, in the Historic Downtown Square
in Harlan. 

Check out the attached flyer for all the details! 
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October 24, 2026 Lied Irwin Public Library's Teen Advisory Board Haunted House
Richards Enterprises Building
506 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
07:00 PM - 10:00 PM CST
Three nights of Haunted Thrills! Saturday, October 24; Friday, October 30; and
Saturday, October 31, 7 - 10 pm. The Haunted House will be across the street from the
library at 506 Ann St. (Richards Enterprises building).

Hosted by the Lied Irwin Public Library Teen Advisory Board. 

 

October 26, 2026 Mobile Pantry - Veterans Memorial Building
Veterans Memorial Building 
1901 Hawkeye Avenue
Harlan, IA 51537
4:30 pm
Monday, September 28 and Monday, October 26, 4:30 pm. Veterans Memorial Building,
1104 Morningview Drive, Harlan.

Sponsored by the Harlan Lions Club. 

Each family will receive one set of perishable produce, non-perishable product, bread,
and meat. 

Each car will only get one set of food items. 

October 26, 2026 Salem Lutheran?s Annual Fall Bazaar
Elk Horn Lutheran Church
4313 Main Street
Elk Horn , IA 51531
5 pm 
Monday, October 26, 5 pm. This event will be held in the Elk Horn Lutheran Church,
4313 Main Street, Elk Horn. 

Free-Will Donation Supper: Enjoy a warm meal shared with friends and neighbors.

Exciting Auction & Raffle: Bid on fantastic items and enter our raffle, with all proceeds
directly benefiting our non-profit organization's work in the community.
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October 27, 2026 Adult Book Club - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library
509 Ann Street
Irwin , IA 51446
6:30 pm
Tuesday, October 27, 6:30 pm. Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin. 

Book: Gitchie Girl by Phil Hamman and Sandy Hamman. There are several copies
available, so pick up your copy today. 

Come read it, discuss it, and uncover the story behind one of Iowa's most haunting
crimes.

 

October 27, 2026 Ladies Pinochle - Elk Horn Public Library
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
01:00 PM - 04:00 PM CST
Tuesday afternoon, 1 -4 pm. Elk Horn Public Library, 2027 Washington Street, Elk Horn.

October 27, 2026 Halloween Adventures - Elk Horn Public Library
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
All day adventures for all students
Get ready for Halloween Adventures! Students are invited to enjoy a special all-day
Halloween event designed for their grade level at the Elk Horn Public Library, 2027
Washington Street, Elk Horn.

Tuesday, October 27 – Junior High Students

Wednesday, October 28 – Senior High Students

Thursday, October 29 – Elementary Students

Each day will feature Halloween fun and activities throughout the day for participating
students.
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October 27, 2026 Don't Duck the Conversation - Mental Health Brunch & Learn - Myrtue's Mental Health Department
Myrtue Medical Center Auble Room
1213 Garfield Avenue
Harlan, IA 51537
09:30 AM - 10:30 AM CST
Tuesday, October 27, 9:30 - 10:30 am. Myrtue Medical Center Auble Room, 1213
Garfield Avenue, Harlan.

Shelby County, let's talk about it! Myrtue's Mental Health Team is hosting a free Brunch
& Learn, and everyone is invited.

This is your chance to engage in a positive conversation about mental health, ask
questions, and connect with your community, all while enjoying food from FarmHouse
Cafe. 

The registration deadline is Monday, October 19. Don't wait!
 Register now: qr.link/fywUVs 

October 28, 2026 Halloween Adventures - Elk Horn Public Library
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
All day adventures for all students
Get ready for Halloween Adventures! Students are invited to enjoy a special all-day
Halloween event designed for their grade level at the Elk Horn Public Library, 2027
Washington Street, Elk Horn.

Tuesday, October 27 – Junior High Students

Wednesday, October 28 – Senior High Students

Thursday, October 29 – Elementary Students

Each day will feature Halloween fun and activities throughout the day for participating
students.

October 28, 2026 Books & Banter Book Club - Harlan Community Library
Harlan Community Library
718 Court Street
Harlan, IA 51537
07:00 PM - 09:00 PM CST
Wednesday, October 28, 7 - 9 pm. Harlan Community Library, 718 Court Street,
Harlan. 
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October 29, 2026 Halloween Adventures - Elk Horn Public Library
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
All day adventures for all students
Get ready for Halloween Adventures! Students are invited to enjoy a special all-day
Halloween event designed for their grade level at the Elk Horn Public Library, 2027
Washington Street, Elk Horn.

Tuesday, October 27 – Junior High Students

Wednesday, October 28 – Senior High Students

Thursday, October 29 – Elementary Students

Each day will feature Halloween fun and activities throughout the day for participating
students.

October 30, 2026 Haunted Night at the Shelby County Historical Museum 
Shelby County Historical Museum
1805 Morse Avenue
Harlan, IA 51537
6:30 pm 
Friday, October 30, 6:30 pm. Shelby County Historical Museum, 1805 Morse Avenue,
Harlan.

The Western Iowa Arts Association and Harlan Community Theatre are partnering with
the Shelby County Historical Museum for a special one-night Halloween event on
*Friday, October 30th!*

More details about this exciting event and partnership will be announced as plans
continue to develop.

October 30, 2026 Lied Irwin Public Library's Teen Advisory Board Haunted House
Richards Enterprises Building
506 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
07:00 PM - 10:00 PM CST
Three nights of Haunted Thrills! Saturday, October 24; Friday, October 30; and
Saturday, October 31, 7 - 10 pm. The Haunted House will be across the street from the
library at 506 Ann St. (Richards Enterprises building).

Hosted by the Lied Irwin Public Library Teen Advisory Board. 

 

October 30, 2026 Halloween Music Bingo - Milk & Honey
Milk & Honey
919 7th Street
Harlan, IA 51537
7 pm
Friday, October 30, 7 pm. Milk & Honey, 919 7th Street, Harlan. 

Bar & kitchen open at 5 pm. 
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October 31, 2026 Halloween Party - Farmhand Brewing Company
Farmhand Brewing Company 
101 Main Street
Earling, IA 51530
5 pm
Saturday, October 31, 5 pm. Farmhand Brewing Company, 101 Main Street, Earling. 

Don't spend it alone, play it safe and spend it with friends!

October 31, 2026 Lied Irwin Public Library's Teen Advisory Board Haunted House
Richards Enterprises Building
506 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
07:00 PM - 10:00 PM CST
Three nights of Haunted Thrills! Saturday, October 24; Friday, October 30; and
Saturday, October 31, 7 - 10 pm. The Haunted House will be across the street from the
library at 506 Ann St. (Richards Enterprises building).

Hosted by the Lied Irwin Public Library Teen Advisory Board. 

 

October 31, 2026 Community Halloween Party - Elk Horn Public Library 
Elk Horn Public Library
2027 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
06:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
Saturday, October 31, 6 - 8 pm. Elk Horn Public Library, 2027 Washington Street, Elk
Horn. 

November 9, 2026 Community Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner - Harlan Lions Club
First Baptist Church
1325 Chatburn Avenue
Harlan, IA 51537
05:00 PM - 06:30 PM CST
The Harlan Lions Club invites everyone to enjoy a FREE Community Pre-Thanksgiving
Dinner! Gather with friends, family, and neighbors for a delicious meal and an evening
of community fellowship!

Monday, November 9, 5 - 6:30 pm. First Baptist Church, 1325 Chatburn Avenue,
Harlan. 

RSVP REQUIRED BY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30! Call 712-579-6504 and leave your
name, number attending, and a callback number.

November 10, 2026 Sand Candle Making - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library
509 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
05:30 PM - 07:30 PM CST
Thursday, November 10, 5:30 - 7:30 pm. Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street,
Irwin. 

Make your candle- all supplies provided. $5 per candle.

Page 10/14



November 11, 2026 Veterans Day 2026 Ceremony - Harlan Community High School Gymnasium 
Harlan Community High School Gymnasium
2102 Durant Street
Harlan, IA 51537
10:45 am
Wednesday, November 11, 10:45 am. Harlan Community High School Gymnasium,
2102 Durant Street, Harlan. 
Please join us as we come together to honor and thank the brave men and women who
have served our country.

November 12, 2026 2nd Annual Battle of the Book Clubs - Soup Edition
The Lounge
1005 Chatburn Avenue
Harlan, IA 51537
6 pm
Thursday, November 12, 6 pm. This is a Harlan Community Library Event that will be
held at The Lounge, 1005 Chatburn Avenue, Harlan. 

A variety of desserts will be available to purchase! 

November 17, 2026 SPARK! Museum of Danish America
Museum of Danish America
2212 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM CST
Museum of Danish America, 2212 Washington Street, Elk Horn, 10 - 11:30 am.

SPARK! is cultural programming that fosters connection & encourages lifelong learning.
Programs feature interactive exhibit experiences, and all programs begin with a coffee
social and snacks.
 
This program is sponsored by The Andersen and Andersen-Lopez families of New York
and Connecticut.

 

 

November 19, 2026 Forest Friends - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library 
509 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin is bringing back Forest Friends for
another season, 10 - 11 am. Their first Forest Friends will be September 17th at 10am.

Forest Friends will be held every third Thursday at the library through April 15th. 
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November 22, 2026 Portsmouth Annual Craft & Vendor Fair - St. Mary's Parish Hall
St. Mary's Parish Hall
502 4th Street
Portsmouth, IA 51565
09:00 AM - 02:00 PM CST
Sunday, November 22, 9 - 2 pm. St. Mary's Parish Hall, 502 4th Street, Portsmouth.

All money raised will be used for their Religious Ed Children.

For more information, please contact Sarah Reinig, 712-579-9736. 

November 27, 2026
  - November 28, 2026

Julefest - the Danish Villages of Elk Horn & Kimballton
The Danish Villages of Elk Horn & Kimballton 
Elk Horn & Kimballton 
Elk Horn and Kimballton, IA 00000
Friday, November 27 and Saturday, November 28
Save the dates: Friday, November 27 and Saturday, November 28 in the Danish
Villages of Elk Horn & Kimballton 

Move information to come! 

December 4, 2026 4th Annual Holiday Sip and Shop - Harlan Golf & Country Club
Harlan Golf & Country Club
250312th Street
Harlan, IA 51537
05:00 PM - 08:00 PM CST
Friday, December 4, 5 - 8 pm. Harlan Golf & Country Club, 2503 12th Street, Harlan.

Join us for our 4th Annual Holiday Sip & Shop! Free entry and complimentary appetizers
for our shoppers! Kickstart your holiday shopping by browsing over 30 vendors, all here
in one place. Raffle prizes will be given away all evening. Must be present to win. 
 

December 4, 2026
  - December 5, 2026

Wintergreen Porch Pot Workshop - Milk & Honey
Milk & Honey
919 
Harlan, IA 51537
Friday - 6 pm; Saturday 1 pm 
Friday, December 4, 6 pm and Saturday, December 5, 1 pm. Milk & Honey, 919 7th
Street, Harlan. 

Registration is required. 

All Materials and supplies provided. Instruction and guidance by Amy Belcher. Join us
for dinner before hand
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December 8, 2026 SPARK! Museum of Danish America
Museum of Danish America
2212 Washington Street
Elk Horn, IA 51531
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM CST
Museum of Danish America, 2212 Washington Street, Elk Horn, 10 - 11:30 am.

SPARK! is cultural programming that fosters connection & encourages lifelong learning.
Programs feature interactive exhibit experiences, and all programs begin with a coffee
social and snacks.
 
This program is sponsored by The Andersen and Andersen-Lopez families of New York
and Connecticut.

 

 

December 12, 2026 Doug & Darla Holiday Special - Milk & Honey
Milk & Honey
919
Harlan, IA 51537
7 pm 
Saturday, December 12, 7 pm. Milk & Honey, 919 7th Street, Harlan. 

Join us for a live music show with Doug Hammer and Darla Hansen. Bar service only. 

Tickets available online. 

December 17, 2026 Forest Friends - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library 
509 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin is bringing back Forest Friends for
another season, 10 - 11 am. Their first Forest Friends will be September 17th at 10am.

Forest Friends will be held every third Thursday at the library through April 15th. 

January 21, 2027 Forest Friends - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library 
509 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin is bringing back Forest Friends for
another season, 10 - 11 am. Their first Forest Friends will be September 17th at 10am.

Forest Friends will be held every third Thursday at the library through April 15th. 
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February 18, 2027 Forest Friends - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library 
509 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin is bringing back Forest Friends for
another season, 10 - 11 am. Their first Forest Friends will be September 17th at 10am.

Forest Friends will be held every third Thursday at the library through April 15th. 

March 18, 2027 Forest Friends - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library 
509 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin is bringing back Forest Friends for
another season, 10 - 11 am. Their first Forest Friends will be September 17th at 10am.

Forest Friends will be held every third Thursday at the library through April 15th. 

April 15, 2027 Forest Friends - Lied Irwin Public Library 
Lied Irwin Public Library 
509 Ann Street
Irwin, IA 51446
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CST
Lied Irwin Public Library, 509 Ann Street, Irwin is bringing back Forest Friends for
another season, 10 - 11 am. Their first Forest Friends will be September 17th at 10am.

Forest Friends will be held every third Thursday at the library through April 15th. 

Coming Soon 5K Run for Project Eliminate
Shelby County Chamber of Commerce and Industry
1901 Hawkeye Avenue
Harlan, IA 51537
5K Run for Project Eliminate Family Event scheduled for Spring 2016
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