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GET INVOLVED

Upcoming:

Dec. 21
YLS Holiday Dinner

Jan. 11
Tocqueville &

Démocratie Toast
Invitation Only

Feb. 10
Brunch in a Box

Feb. 22

Bayou Bash
Invitation Only

Feb. 29
Highlands County
Bayou Bash
Invitation Only

United Way of Central Florida

United Way creates opportunities for those in need! Our vision is
to unite our community and empower everyone to achieve their full potential.
We can only do that with through collective power of you. The gift of your
time and donations give more opportunities to everyone in our

community. You are the hero in this story and we thank you for creating
those opportunities with us.

We are #UnitedInPurpose! Give Today before 2023 ends.


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t98246eXX1zSaSlIPGZYraSNqyeOnYERN6qivORlgrep0bAGTTogcIChCo1FxqUfYj7BXoVFf44BJAYn-tPsWLE=&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2twVvJuIu2BwFt7c76jRTGPjewz1flNFcidginUbUmNk9hCCVsVaki5XaiWcjHBcjGciZl0Bpx6iXJpVge93qi_HAg9Ba8wHI0C8G5cBI7m8u&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
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> News

Ileana Kniss on Spectrum News 13

Lakeland Mayor Bill Mutz, Captain Ken
Chapman from Salvation Army Orlando and
lleana Kniss, Chief Development and Marketing
Officer of United Way of Central Florida discuss
charitable giving during the holidays with
Spectrum News 13.

Check out the Feature

Women United Book Project

This month 12 Women United volunteers
bundled 3,423 books for ReadingPals
participants! These books are distributed to the
489 children in the program to help build their
personal library and encourage reading
throughout the winter break.

Learn More about ReadingPals

This month several staff from United Way of
Central Florida visited the office of United Way
Suncoast to talk best practices and learn from
one another. United Way Suncoast serves
Hillsborough, Pinellas, Manatee, Sarasota and
Desoto counties. The time was insightful and
informative for staff, uniting us for the
communities we serve.


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t6A9_U4pi6dxnEU87tb7dXMGE_bhuKoG_oRR-Qw2zAFrE3gMBwkFq6zRGZ1MxBC0-tcH2G14QeNN6_G3C49ocD0RkYtWP0p408NdyjrdYJ0SS_dmcJIoSgAQoC01oAjVMxsVgv5RgPs6l_ulm3nEFoUmZaOvKFSbulyWmTmoLW1nc_Ap0I58b5D6YXOrX3m1ne-zZT1kwdt2&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t3eKXOVrCLgFb1jyoBlSxYlAGKePsfpYJeRBhkTJZL46HDG4h5UW8xa6f4cVJULAXerLoKwO1Y8YAHPVIn8fTor16w5b3RgTaQS07PDvYOnQ&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==

> Hardee & Highlands News

Partner Agency Success Story: Travis

After moving to Highlands County with his

Way O mother, Travis was connected with Ridge Area
Arc and their residential services program for
adults with developmental disabilities. He moved
into one of the group homes where he could
learn new skills in a safe environment. The
program helps foster independence and teaches
clients how to advocate for themselves. Travis's
mom shared that his verbal and social skills
improved shortly after he joined the program.

+¢ ] United @&

We're celebrating Travis’ success with him! It’s
great to see individuals flourishing in our partner
agency programs!

Highlands County Facebook Group

Since Highlands County is unique in that every
dollar raised there stays there, our Highlands
County Advisory Board asked for more
opportunities for Highlands County features on
social media. A Facebook Group was created
specifically to highlight, share and discuss
United Way in the heartland community.

If you're located in Highlands County, we
encourage you to join the group!

Facebook Group

Hardee Holidaze


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2tz1DbX_IEbBca9-uU-qd11U37OqNLQ9PEe-3nI78F39qZ9A7Cll1DClahh5vOtFo-VSHUvBq-subpd5xR4SuvbEoteEY5_o3zQ==&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2tz1DbX_IEbBca9-uU-qd11U37OqNLQ9PEe-3nI78F39qZ9A7Cll1DClahh5vOtFo-VSHUvBq-subpd5xR4SuvbEoteEY5_o3zQ==&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t6A9_U4pi6dxUi5Hp-hmdnCkM46npF5bMWXcsiSsYyXf7SsbHWBtQquwDiZFv3JTxRbmkRujOHDB3xLbvKuDVmXstGs9l_Q9xTlPvMRlUiyyubTYIi48tb_-Uqqr3bAwhw==&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==

It was great to participate at Hardee Holidaze:
Santa's Workshop at the Wauchula Train Depot!

United Way of Central Florida hosted a craft
table with community resource information, and
the Success By 6 program gifted six books to be
given out by Mrs. Claus to all children in
attendance.

Discover Success By 6

> Get Involved

YLS Season of Giving Dinner
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HOLIDAY DINNER

THURSDAY
DECEMBER 21, 2023
5:30PM

We're almost sold out! Don't miss out on this
year's Season of Giving Holiday Dinner on
December 21! Ticket sales close on Dec 14.
This event is a fundraiser for the End Hunger
initiative.

Can't make it? You can still contribute to the
event's cause by donating and helping us feed
more families in our community! Sponsorships
are available.

Register / Donate

Volunteer Opportunity: Food Distribution


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2twVvJuIu2BwF9D7abePg1rAVQNzoOxC2jSEo-BPqjbNPflefZIlV35iF6Gz10izmbUIhqZh8AhbPe8OqMixgtDLDsOGO0D_Tt5j_xaw2A9zx&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t2HyG5Z1enW96VG4Xna6xAunBUgDeE2UIn97GGARlXXnnUyq3Kk-1HCPy8VbtIZmLctVpfnRxnE0M7a2K7XtNk9R2aZHdFBN4xSZNTPjku1y0BcizvEFJ8dni4Fwg5uqxE8Rue2eAm0x7Z3Gs8N_Sg5NTOGsw2R-fJQKu8DVVZs-&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==

This time of year is especially busy for our 21
healthy food pantries. If you'd like to volunteer,
we'd love to have you join a food distribution
site!

Food distribution at these sites happen are
available throughout the month in Polk, Hardee
and Highlands County.

Volunteer Opportunities

We still need ReadingPals volunteers for this
school year! The following schools especially
need volunteers with students on the wait-list:

e Alta Vista Elementary (Haines City)

e Elbert Elementary (Haines City)

e Lake Shipp Elementary (Winter Haven)
e Lewis Elementary (Ft. Meade)

e Padgett Elementary (North Lakeland)
e Purcell Elementary (Mulberry)

e Willow Oak Elementary (Mulberry)

ReadingPals are volunteers that spend one hour
each week in Kindergarten classrooms
throughout Polk County, helping students read.
Interested in joining us? We would love to have
you be a part of this program. Sign up here.

ReadingPals Details

George W. Jenkins End Hunger Initiative


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t3Y4f6qrrw0R9b3cUsu8IHBpWpZGIxdUhEze_g1jsAHafBFwDYKIk2pzj-mUoxt6pyFysVyCmhJQUrpGmnM14KsZzgGsFtfW3UL53b3fdjw25OJZ6AjvbIR2PaShjLvpk-uTRRe7pU6Y8WKiYrLnxN5W9wSQH1sJbsvSldMPnSS4&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t184ifaTlHh-cGlytsxLFN1oA2iD0OrrXYqi7ry8xzStJ_asMjYY-xmvcpPiiDmSIMTs95uot0QERQ21QsHbzhezX1ECXn1x-RnmUA833JKwmfGdi3eISms1vo8sQaQ36ffIZMysysZpPc5DUKVgqZMbprQ6cWGtT1KMl0ldSHrdgpcoJ7Y0HDLbr21smQRhhPpJsGIeoxZMKzxdtp9m8dT7Na6Fzv3hABXHaVVjgql90o5VIq8j73dOAWqXXlVIjmxQs2l_XCBgeGgkvmhf543SZaZq223IOT5L4AjwUeCekfxpidME6YF9m-eBdR98jwnGOtKNXvnNDfPVV312EsWgq9aCQoJOUDuD6mn5DnMfiQl7IEz7_M1g3_Ja_1UZki1b3Zm7ZcuneKpXmTnzYccpeFJJCmG60OcOWeBRu_hl09Zq2AWxwuDgQFQ2glBRPnX8c8lwIgEGtz1b8jQF2bujU5_HpKNdXu-j2CSk_cMStXBjqo1ijFgO2kOgco7Mto7zXUMyZ1mjTaRfcy9US_16XCDayVrkumKt4XSSDbrUd9OIgXbbzCMnqtfXB7OShis5DPl7d1DDAYXHt9TzETcpozX2LDvcm2DFRtkES0cfkjhPyVZ3VsOz0G4H5TrX-6ObXl2NakrFTGYVWQ2xCMFvkeeuI7766iA_DgXVuK511YPy7DYiRHn8aBywJV4Ig37OkvMU0_delx1GdvAuf1SVZOcMurkVho9sg0o-TrUqPtagxIqd7OeUdsB0bu6OHBpmOBzdrzYOk5-9_VmRIG1tsbVg0AI797Jg7W1vkJIBOr5DXUeQw54NPGClwj2lDpgt6cfWutXZvzeIQemeW57-HBNqLeQvrXXTpBZgrPUR&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t3eKXOVrCLgFb1jyoBlSxYlAGKePsfpYJeRBhkTJZL46HDG4h5UW8xa6f4cVJULAXerLoKwO1Y8YAHPVIn8fTor16w5b3RgTaQS07PDvYOnQ&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==

HEALTHY FOOD PANTRY SITES

In need of food? Locate one of our healthy food
distribution sites. With 21 locations around Polk,
Highlands and Hardee counties, UWCF is
helping to supply families with boxes of frozen
meat, fresh produce and dry goods at no cost!

We're looking for sponsors for Highlands and
Hardee counties! If interested, contact Rod
Crowley at rod.crowley@uwcf.org or 863.648-
1500, EXT 275.

Find Your Nearest Healthy Food Pantry

2-1-1 Get Connected. Get Help.

Get Connected. Get Help.™

United Way’s 211 is the most comprehensive
source of human and social services information
in the country. Our teams of compassionate,
highly trained specialists are available 24/7 to
connect you with the best services available in
Polk, Hardee and Highlands counties.

Find Help Now

LOCAL MAKE A
RESOURCES DONATION

Our mission is to inspire our community to give, advocate and volunteer by identifying
needs and mobilizing vetted resources to create positive, local change.


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t3knJ542kPcvxAcRQeXHjuVWNeV0Kvq-v7iwit6ZmXRKvrTDym9lGIWmPjoTgp5sGlNeyVzLZP706nyfwjOTRl_X0DMjBZbCbH5Dxpk3rWLdAKH8FBP6MDcPTWnw-Mulkw==&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t3yD6Y_aJcN2uLLMuKZdMUK_UzRv4wF6ipyfRtVY725jwGfsCAsQNCB2bPRYqPWrG8DUqQt33g3mQCmlKh-_UgMiNLAgYO_MlTPdwx_Y6f_r&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t3yD6Y_aJcN2uLLMuKZdMUK_UzRv4wF6ipyfRtVY725jwGfsCAsQNCB2bPRYqPWrG8DUqQt33g3mQCmlKh-_UgMiNLAgYO_MlTPdwx_Y6f_r&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t9MMqiAcg0Gm2nWllGACOaeDk5yGl1FgyX7ajDSRM058v9vyct_NL6x2FflaaxjchzIiD18n1WgPx0gCwmm2LJTlEwa_tjYrYQ==&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016VY3CXU3_0pISiduDxr3XnnamWLmW6YDbmebt3zRLj5hm9w2-tL2t9MMqiAcg0Gm2nWllGACOaeDk5yGl1FgyX7ajDSRM058v9vyct_NL6x2FflaaxjchzIiD18n1WgPx0gCwmm2LJTlEwa_tjYrYQ==&c=vDanNQjBX9JSkAeCNPwS0R6a2yXVs0SXrxewdPQsJjr2_tWww6G1Xw==&ch=IKnc5_xOetyokZkWWUcULehRYV2fsOL_1ffBQ7npR4tMbyqGKH7NDA==
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