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HSHS Home Care and Hospice Southern Illinois 
celebrates National Home Care and Hospice Month 

 
(O’FALLON, EFFINGHAM, BREESE, GREENVILLE, HIGHLAND, IL) – HSHS Home Care 
and Hospice Southern Illinois is celebrating November 2019 as National Home Care and 
Hospice Month. During the month of November, the National Association for Home Care & 
Hospice (NAHC) celebrates National Home Care Month, National Hospice Month and Home 
Care Aide Week.  During this month, HSHS Home Care and Hospice Southern Illinois is 
celebrating the home care and hospice community, and honoring the millions of nurses, home 
care aides, therapists and social workers who make a remarkable difference for the patients and 
families they serve. These heroic caregivers play a central role in the health care system and in 
homes across the nation. 
  
Shawna O’Dell, RN, director of HSHS Home Care and Hospice Southern Illinois, shared “Home 
care provides high quality, compassionate and skilled health care services to those in need, 
especially at times of community or personal health care crisis.  Additionally, hospice and 
supportive care empower people to live as fully as possible, surrounded and supported by family 
and loved ones, despite serious and life-limiting illness,” she explained. 
  
Home care and hospice services are a collaboration with sister hospitals HSHS St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital in O’Fallon, HSHS St. Anthony’s Memorial Hospital in Effingham, HSHS St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Breese, HSHS Holy Family Hospital in Greenville and HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital 
in Highland, to provide home health services to an expanded region across the Hospital Sisters 
Health System (HSHS) Southern Illinois Division service area. HSHS Home Care and Hospice 
Southern Illinois serve the communities of 27 counties south-central Illinois region, nearly one-
third of the State of Illinois. 
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The focus of HSHS Home Care and Hospice is on the health needs of the individual in a family 
setting, allowing the patients to attain and maintain their highest level of independent living, 
dignity and comfort. HSHS Home Care and Hospice caregivers collaborate with the patient’s 
family and their physician to provide skilled nursing and therapies, manage pain, coordinate 
medications, and address their spiritual and emotional needs. 
 
“By celebrating November as National Home Care and Hospice Month, we are encouraging the 
support and participation of all citizens in learning more about home care concepts of care for the 
elderly, disabled and infirm, as well as increase their understanding and awareness of care at the 
end of life,” O’Dell said.  “This month also gives us the opportunity to appreciate our more than 
160 dedicated, skilled and compassionate Home Care and Hospice staff that we are blessed to 
have serving this region’s residents,” she said. 
  
For more information about HSHS Home Care Southern Illinois or HSHS Hospice Southern 
Illinois, contact our Outreach Team by calling 800-551-6566 or visit our webpages 
at hshshomecare.org or hshshospice.org. 
 
The HSHS Southern Illinois Division is comprised of HSHS St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in 
O’Fallon, HSHS St. Anthony’s Memorial Hospital in Effingham, HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Breese, HSHS Holy Family Hospital in Greenville and HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital in Highland. 
 

### 
 
About Hospital Sisters Health System  
Hospital Sisters Health System’s (HSHS) mission is to reveal and embody Christ’s healing love for all 
people through our high quality, Franciscan health care ministry. HSHS provides state-of-the-art health 
care to our patients and is dedicated to serving all people, especially the most vulnerable, at each of our 
15 Local Systems and physician practices in Illinois (Breese, Decatur, Effingham, Greenville, Highland, 
Litchfield, O’Fallon, Shelbyville, and Springfield) and Wisconsin (Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire, Oconto 
Falls, Sheboygan, and two in Green Bay). HSHS is sponsored by Hospital Sisters Ministries, and Hospital 
Sisters of St. Francis is the founding institute. For more information about HSHS, visit www.hshs.org.  For 
more information about Hospital Sisters of St. Francis, visit www.hospitalsisters.org. 
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