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Hospice of St. Francis and Space Coast Honor Flight Collaborate to Produce Customized Virtual Reality 
Experience for Veterans 
(Brevard County, Florida)  Looking through three dimensional goggles, Veterans in Hospice of St. Francis’ 
care can take the virtual trip of a lifetime, viewing the experience of a Space Coast Honor Flight, all 
thanks to the innovation and collaboration of the Brevard County Hospice, Space Coast Honor Flight and 
their production partner Design Interactive, Inc. 
In early 2019, Hospice of St. Francis introduced Virtual Reality Experiences (VRE) to their patients 
through the use of special three dimensional goggles and Web-based three dimensional films.  The 
technology provides patients with an opportunity to experience nature, tourism and special events on 
three dimensional video that they can no longer experience in person.    
Now, as Veteran’s Day approaches, Hospice of St. Francis and Space Coast Honor Flight along with their 
production partner Design Interactive, Inc. are proudly debuting a customized three dimensional film for 
use within the VRE program that captures all the highlights of an actual Space Coast Honor Flight 
experience.   
“As partners in the national We Honor Veterans program, Hospice of St. Francis is dedicated to focusing 
on providing specialized care for Veterans that is both meaningful and beneficial. According to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs, just under one million U.S. WWII Veterans were alive in 2015. The men 
and women who fought in the war are now in their late 80’s and 90’s with an average of 362 dying every 
day. It is extremely important that we acknowledge and honor the service and sacrifices of our Veterans 
in the most personal ways possible.  We wanted to be able to offer our Veteran patients and their 
caregivers the opportunity to view an actual Space Coast Honor Flight from the perspective of a local 
resident Veteran who attended.  Thanks to the support and cooperation of the Space Coast Honor Flight 
leadership and volunteers and the talents of the team at Design Interactive, Inc., we were able to make 
it happen.  I cannot say enough good things about how helpful and innovative both of our partners have 
been,” said Joe Killian, President and CEO of Hospice of St. Francis. 
Killian said the funding for the Space Coast Honor Flight Virtual Reality Experience program at Hospice of 
St. Francis and the Space Coast Honor Flight production was provided by Hospice of St. Francis and its 
Foundation. 
 
“Our staff strives to give all of our patients very personalized, high quality, compassionate care.  When it 
comes to our Veteran patients, we are especially focused on making sure they feel the respect and 
appreciation they deserve and have earned through their service.  When we got the idea to produce this 
VRE video we felt it would be one more way that our care could uplift the lives and service of our 
Veterans and demonstrate our gratitude for that service.  Our next steps will be to make this VRE Space 
Coast Honor Flight experience available to the patients of other hospices.  We are currently working on 
a plan for making this happen,” said Killian. 
“Our mission is to take Veterans, especially World War II, Korean War, and Vietnam Veterans to visit 
their War Memorials in Washington D.C.  The program, now in its tenth year of existence is a non-profit, 
all-volunteer organization with no paid employees.  Space Coast Honor Flight is funded solely from 
grants and generous donations from individuals, organizations, and corporations.   
 
Our volunteer staff members are an amazing group of individuals, mostly made up of Veterans and 
family members of Veterans.  It takes a great deal of planning and dedication on their part to organize 
and stage the multiple flights we host each year.  They are very dedicated to giving each Veteran on the 
flight the trip of a lifetime and Veterans who participate in a Space Coast Honor Flight often tell us it is 
one of the most meaningful experiences of their lifetime. 



The Hospice of St. Francis Space Coast Honor Flight VRE makes it possible to share this trip, which is a 
display of honor and gratitude, with those who are unable to experience it in person,” said Space Coast 
Honor Flight President Jim Hart. 
 
About Hospice of St. Francis 
Hospice of St. Francis is Brevard’s longest-serving, and only interfaith, independent, non-profit hospice 
and palliative care resource.  It was founded 42 years ago to provide extraordinary care for patients and 
families to help them deal with the greatest medical, emotional and spiritual challenges of their lives. 
Today, Hospice of St. Francis offers a full continuum of service to our entire county, including 
bereavement support for families and the North Star Program for Grieving Children.   Hospice of St. 
Francis cares for patients in their residences, wherever they call home.  Its staff and volunteers work 
with dedication, compassion and great respect for those they serve guided by the mission statement: 
Uplifting Lives.  Uplifting Each Other.  Uplifting Our Community.  Learn more at 
www.HospiceOfStFrancis.com and follow us on Facebook. 
 
About Space Coast Honor Flight 
Space Coast Honor Flight’s mission is to take Veterans, especially World War II, Korean War, and 
Vietnam Veterans to visit their War Memorials in Washington D.C.  It is an all-volunteer, non-profit 
organization supported by generous donations from individuals, businesses and grants.  Space Coast 
Honor Flight provides one-day, all-expense paid trips to give Veterans an opportunity to visit their 
memorials, exchange experiences with fellow Veterans, and reflect upon their service.  Each trip 
includes 25 Veterans, 25 Guardian Escorts, staff members and a medical representative. For more 
information about Space Coast Honor Flight, visit the Website:  spacecoasthonorflight.org or contact 
them via telephone at 888-750-2522. 
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About Design Interactive, Inc. 
Design Interactive, Inc. (DII) develops and deploys augmented, virtual and mixed reality training and 
enterprise solutions for the transportation, medical, aerospace, manufacturing, and energy/oil/gas 
markets, as well the military. Design Interactive's extensive research and development expertise in using 
augmented and virtual reality technologies delivers innovative solutions that keep people safe, improve 
efficiency, and achieve optimum performance. Founded in 1998 and based in Orlando, Florida, Design 
Interactive is a woman-owned business. Visit http://www.designinteractive.net 
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For more information, please contact: 
Julie Grantham, Director of Communication 
Hospice of St. Francis 
321-412-2408 
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